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PREFACE. 


It  may,  perhaps,  appear  extraordinary  to 
fome  of  my  Readers,  how  I  could  coUeQt 
fo  many  materials  in  fo  fhort  a  time.  To 
this  I  anfwer,  that,  in  contemplation  of 
this  Journey,  I  furnifhed  myfelf  with  much 
preparatory  knowledge  refpeding  the  tra6l 
through  which  I  intended  to  pafs — both 
by  converfing  with  American  gentlemen, 
and  reading  Morfe's  Geographyy  Briflbt, 
JefFerfon,  Mather,  and  other  authors. 

At  the  fame  time,  I  entered  in  a  fmall 
paper  book,  queries  and  memorandums 
a  2  of 
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of  fuch  things  as  I  intended  to  enquire 
after;  and,  by  the  knowledge  of  Ihort- 
liand,  I  was  enabled  to  make  minutes  as  I 
travelled  along,  in  another  little  wafte  book, 
even  while  I  was  in  the  ftage,  which  I  co- 
pied out. every  night. — This  has,  however, 
in  fome  meafure,  by  ftating  fafts  juft  as 
they  occurred  at  the  time,  occafioned  ir- 
regularity, and  fome  differences  in  fenti- 
ment.— In  thefe  cafes,  the  laft  ftatement 
is,  probably,  the  trueft,  as  it  muft  be  the 
refult  of  more  experience. 

If  it  gives  my  Friends  at  whofe  requeft 
I  publifh  my  Journal,  the  pleafure  and 
information  they  expeft,  I  am  fatisfied; 
and  I  hope  criticifm  will  fpare  me  after 
this  explanation. 
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DESIRE  of  knowing  fomethingof  theUmteJ^- 
States,  of  which  we  hear  fo  much,  and  know  fa 
little,  together  with  fome  occurrences  in  bufi- 
nefs,  induced  me  to  make  a  trip  thither  during 
the  laft  Summer.  I  have  been  highly  gratified : 
and  as  my  account  is  chiefly  founded  on  my 
own  a£lual  experience  and  obfervation,  and 
different  in  many  refpe£ls  from  any  other  ac- 
count, I  am  induced  by  thefe  motives,  as  well 
as  by  the  requefl  of  many  friends,  to  fend  my 
Journal  forth  into  the  world.  It  is  publifhed 
in  the  fame  order  in  which  it  was  written  on  the 
fpot,  which  1  hope  will  be  an  excufe  for  the 
want  of  method,  and  the  errors  and  occafional 
repetition  tg  be  found  in  fome  placest 
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In  Narratives  of  this  kind,  the  world  is  gene- 
rally better  pleafed  with  plain  matter  of  faft, 
than  abftradt  difquilitions,  or  the  Author's  own 
fentiments  obtruded  too  much  on  the  Reader, 

Moft  of  the  modern  accounts  of  the  United 
States  have  been  publifhed  under  the  influence 
of  prejudice.  While  fome  have  rated  them  too 
highly  in  the  clafs  of  nations,  others  have  de- 
preciated them  too  much,  even  to  contempt. 
Imlay's  is  the  pufF  direSf^  and  Cooper's  the 
pufF  oblique.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Author, 
of  Letters  on  Emigration^  lately  publifhed  by 
Kearfley,  has  viewed  everything  with  a  jaun- 
diced eye,  1  took  Briffot's  Travels  in  my 
hand,  and  pafled  over  the  fame  ground  as  he 
did,  from  Bofton  through  Connecticut  to  New 
York,  and  afterwards  to  Philadelphia,  and  fre- 
quently ftopt  at  the  fame  inns.  His  account  is 
tolerably  accurate  :  however,  in  a  period  of 
five  years,  fome  confiderable  alterations  and 
improvements  have  taken  place.  His  book 
gives  much  real  information.  His  account 
of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Wadfworth,  and  of  the 
Prefident,  agrees  with  my  own  obfervations, 
as  1  was  'in  company  with,  and  at  the  table  of 
each  of  them. 
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Briflbt  juftly  obferves  of  the  Northern  States, 
(particularly  Connedticut)  that  eafe  and  abun- 
dance univerfally  reign  there:  for  induftry  is 
fure  to  receive  the  reward  of  independency. 

But  he  has  exceeded  the  truth  refpeding  the 
fuccefs  of  a  vineyard,  at  Spring  Mill,  twenty 
miles  from  Philadelphia,  which,  he  fays,  (page 
252)  fucceeds  well,  and  produces  much  good 
wine.  The  fa£l  is,  it  does  not  fuccecd  at  alU 
The  Frenchman  who  began  it,  does  not  make  it 
anfwer,  nor  can  any  vineyards  fucceed,  while 
there  remain  fuch  immenfe  flights  of  birds  and 
infe£ts.  ,  ' 

His  meteorological  account  for  Penafylvania, 
is  far  lefs  in  the  extreme  than  the  faft,  (page 

256.) 

The  prefent  appears  to  me,  a  good  point  of 
time  to  take  a  /ketch  of  America,  and  to  mark 
its  progrefs  fince  it  began  to  rank  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth.  This  government  is  faif- 
ing  itfelf  on  a  nev/  fyftem, — without  Kings— < 
without  Nobles — without  a  Hierarchy.  Re- 
ligion is  left  to  its  own  intrinfic  worth  and 
evidence,  and  we  now  (hall  fee  whether  it  can 
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fupport  its  due  influence  annong  men,  without 
adts  of  parliament  to  inforce  it ;  and  whether 
it  is  eflential  to  Religion,  that  its  eminent  mea 
Jhould  rear  their  mitred  fronts  in  Courts  and 
Parliaments:^^  It  will  be  grateful  to  pofterity 
to  mark  the  beginnings  of  an  Empire,  not 
founded  on  conqueft,  but  on  the  fober  progrefs 
and  didlates  of  Irealbn,  and  totally  difencumbered 
of  the  feudal  fyftem,  which  has  cramped  the  ge- 
nius of  mankind  for  more  than  feven  hundred 
years  paft,. 

In  thefe  States,  yoii  behold  a  certain  plain- 
jiefs  and  fimplicity  of  manners,  which  befpeak 
temperance,  equality  of  condition,  and  a  fober 
ijfe  of  the  faculties  of  the  mind — the  mens  fana 
in  corpore  fano.  It  is  feldom  you  hear  of  a  mad 
man,  or  a  blind  man,  in  any  of  the  States;  fel- 
dom of  a  felo  de  fe^  or  a  man  afflided  with  the 
gout  or  palfy.  There  is,  indeed,  at  Philadel- 
phia, an  hofpital  for  lunatics.  I  went  over  it^ 
but  found  there  very  few,  if  any,  who  were  na- 
tives \  they  were  chiefly  Irifh,  and  moftly  women,. 
The  diforders  in  the  United  States,  arife  chiefly 
from  external  caufes.  A  bilious  remittent  fever 
is  common  in  the  fouth  and  middle  States^ 
about  the  clofe  of  every  hot  fummer,  owing  to 

the 
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the  increafed  exhalations,  at  that  feafon,  of  the 
ftagnant  waters,  which  abound.  But  this  evj} 
is  lelFening  in  proportion  to  the  cultivation  of 
their  foil,  which  tends  to  render  the  climate  iti** 
felf  more  temperate. 

The  Author  of  Letters  on  Emigration^  a* 
mongft  other  objedlions,  obferves,  "  That  there 
does  not  exift  a  more  fordid,  penurious  race,  than 
■*  the  Captains  of  pafTage  and  merchant  veflels.'* 
I  returned  from  America  with  one  of  them,  and 
found  it  quite  otherwife — plenty  of  all  kinds  of 
provifions,  frefli  as  well  as  falted;  a  cow  on 
board,  which  afforded  us  milk  every  day  for 
our  coffee  and  tea ;  we  had  good  Port,  flierry, 
porter,  and  beer,  daily  with  our  dinner;  as  well 
as  oranges,  nuts,  almonds,  and  raifins,  very  fre- 
quently, by  way  of  defert.  Many  of  the  native 
American  Captains  being  ufed  to  live  with  ex- 
treme frugality  themfelves,  do  not  think  much 
about  the  provifions  neceffary  for  the  pafTen- 
gers ;  in  fuch  cafes,  they  muft  look  into  it  them- 
felves, and  fee  that  every  thing  proper  is  pro- 
vided, before  they  go  on  board.  The  Author 
alfo  remarks  on  the  uncomplying  temper  of  the 
landlords  of  the  country  inns,  in  America;  they 
will  not^  indeed,  bear  the  treatment  we,  too  often, 

give 
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give  ours  at  home.  They  feel  themfelves,  in 
fome  degree,  independent  of  travellers,  as  all 
of  them  have  other  occupations  to  follow;  nor 
will  they  put  themfelves  into  a  buftle  on  your 
account,  but,  with  good  language,  they  are  very 
civil,  and  will  accommodate  you  as  well  as  they 
can.  The  general  cuftom  of  having  two  or 
three  beds  in  a  room,  to  be  fure,  is  very  difa- 
greeable :  it  arifes  from  the  great  increafe  of 
travelling  within  the  laft  fix  years,  and  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  their  houfes,  which  were  not  built  for 
^  houfes  of  entertainment.  This  laft  mentioned 
book  appears  to  be  written  purpofely  to  check 
emigration,  as  much  as  Cooper^s  and  Imlay's 
are  to  encourage  it;  and  perhaps  both  in  the; 
extremes.. 

With  regard  to  emigration  thither,  and  how 
far  it  is  eligible  to  Englifhmen  ;  1  anfwer,  that 
it  is  a  queftion  every  perfon  muft  refolve  for  him- 
felf,  as  it  depends  on  how  he  can  bear  changes 
of  any  kind  in  fociety,  modes  of  life,  cuftoms, 
and  manners.  I  have  ftated  matters  of  faft,  as 
far  as  I  could  colledl,  fo  that  every  perfon,  by 
reading  thefe  occurrences,  may  form  a  judgment 
for  himfelf.  The  facrlfice  of  pleafant  and  well- 
eftabliftied  connedtionSj  is  undoubtedly  great; 
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fuch  a  facrifice  muft  be  peculiarly  diftrefSng  to 
a  mind  whofe  habits  of  attachment  have  been 
long  formed,  and  feels  not  that  uneafmefs  which 
refults  from  ftraitened  circumftances.  If,  how- 
ever, troubles  fhould  arife  in  this  country  on 
political  accounts,  or  perfecutions  for  mere  mat- 
ters of  opinion,  I  know  of  no  country  that 
would  afford  the  fufFerer  a  more  happy  afylum 
than  America,  if  he  is  not  a  man  of  luxury. 

The  arts  and  improvements  proceed  very  flow 
in  America,  from  the  want  of  that  patronage  fo 
prevalent  in  England.  The  Americans  being, 
many  of  them  defcendants  of  the  Englifli,  are 
partial  to  their  manners  and  cuftoms ;  yet,  it 
muft  be  acknowledged,  that  in  the  interior  of 
the  country,  things  appear,  at  leaft,  half  a  cen- 
tury behind  them  in  point  of  comfort* 
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JT  RIDAY^  March  7,  1 794,  agreed  with  Captain 
Rogers  for  my  parage  on  board  the  Portland  Pac- 
ket, to  Halifax,  (and  New  York  if  he  fhould  pro- 
ceed thither)  for  forty  guineas,  to  be  found  in 
every  expence  except  bedding,  which  I  the  fame 
day  bought  at  Mr.  Boulderfon's,  the  draper,  and 
alfo  a  pair  of  trowfers.  At  the  fame  time  I  pro- 
vided myfelf  with  napkins,  none  being  ever  found 
for  the  paiTengers. 

We  waited  for  a  favorable  wind  till  Thurfday  the 
20th  of  March,  when  we  weighed  anchor,  and  by 
four  P.  M.  we  had  paffed  the  Lizard  and  were  out 
of  fight  of  land ;  and  after  a  very  pleafant  voyage 
arrived  at  Halifax,  in  Nova  Scotia,  on  the  27th  of 
April. 
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April  28.  We  delivered  our  letters  of  introduc- 
tion and  v/ere  very  civilly  received.  Mr.  Forfythe, 
a  merchant,  accompanied  Mr.  Hobe^  my  fellow 
traveller,  and  myfelf,  to  the  Governor  Went- 
worth's  houfe.  He  is  efteemed  a  very  good  worthy 
man,  his  private  charader  is  well  fpoken  of,  and 
his  appearance  commands  our  refpe6l.  I  informed 
his  Excellency  we  v/ere  travelling  through  curiofity 
to  fee  the  country,  and  particularly  the  different 
parts  of  the  United  States;  that  wewere  not  wil- 
ling, however,  to  leave  Halifax,  without  doing  our- 
felves  the  honor  of  waiting  on  his  Excellency  ;  but 
our  anxiety  was  very  great,  how  we  fhould  get  on 
to  New  York  or  Boflon,  as  no  fhip  would  now  ven- 
ture thither  on  account  of  the  embargo.  Indeed  I 
began  to  entertain  feme  thoughts  of  returning  again 
to  England  by  the  fame  packet  that  brought  us  out, 
which  was  to  fail  back  the  next  week. 

The  Governor,  in  reply  to  what  we  faid,  told  us 
he  hoped  we  Ihould  in  a  few  days  be  accommodated 
with  a  paiTage  either  to  Boilon  or  to  Martha's  Vine- 
yard, on  the  way  to  New  York.  For,  as  the  Major 
of  his  own  (the  fourth)  regiment  had  refigned,  (Ma- 
jor Byird)  and  was  going  to  his  friends  at  New 
York,  he  had  refolved  to  charter  a  veffel  thither,  on 
board  which  the  mails  would  be  forwarded ;  but  my 
friend  Mr.  Hobe  had  fo  g.eat  an  averfion  to  all 
adepts  in  the  art  of  killing  mankind,  that  he  abhor- 
red even  fitting  in  their  company. 

It 
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It  IS  now  but  three  days  to  the  month  of  May, 
yet  there  is  fcarce  any  vegetation  to  be  feen.  No 
leaves  on  any  of  the  trees,  nor  even  a  bud  vifible, 
A  late  fpring  is  here  the  refult  of  a  mild  winter  ; 
whereas,  a  fevere  winter  produces  a  quick  growth, 
and  a  plentiful  year.  All  the  bread  feemed  four  to 
us  the  firll  day,  but  this  we  find  is  owing  to  our 
having  lived  fo  long  on  unleavened  bread,  com- 
monly called  bifcuit.  Beef  is  feven  pence  and  eight 
pence  a  pound,  and  expedled  foon  to  be  a  ihilling^ 
in  confequence  of  the  American  ports  being  fhut ; 
cheefe  fourteen  pence  a  pound,  coarfe  lump  fugar 
eighteen  pence,  frefh  milk  four  pence  a  pint ;  a 
guinea  palTes  for  one  pound  three  fhillings  and  four 
pence,  and  in  changing  a  dollar  you  receive  five 
fhillings  worth  of  coin,  in  filver  andhalf-pence  ;  few 
Ihiliings  are  feen ;  the  filver  coins  are  of  the  value 
of  fifteenpence,  tenpence  half-penny,  and  fixpence 
half-penny. 

HALIFAX 

Was  firfl:  built  about  the  year  1748;  it  has  no 
brick  buildings,  nor  any  tile;  the  houfes  are  all  of 
wood,  with  weather  boards  for  the  fides,  and  the 
roofs  are  of  fhingles.  It  (lands  on  the  fide  of  a 
hill ;  the  ftreets  are  wide  ;  no  quays  for  fliipping, 
only  wharfs.  It  much  refembles  fome  of  the  fmall 
villages  near  London,  on  the  borders  of  the  Thames  ; 
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the  poor  are  very  necefHtous,  ragged,  and  without 
ilockings  and  flioes ;  many  negroes  there  ;  the  poor 
are  emigrating  faft  to  the  United  States,  by  hundreds, 
for  want  of  employment.  The  military  ftores  are 
efteemed  worth  a  million  of  money,  and  the  private 
property  in  ftores,  debts,  and  buildings,  two  millions 
more,  yet  fo  ill  proteded  that  two  veffels  of  war, 
and  one  thoufand  men,  as  was  currently  faid,  might 
deHroy  it  all;  a  great  many  cannon  here  lying  about 
on  the  wharf,  as  they  have  done  for  a  gre  at  while, 
in  a  ftate  to  be  of  no  ufe.  The  dearnefs  of  all  kinds 
of  provifions,  and  the  reftrldions  on  the  trade  of 
Nova  Scotia,  to  take  almoft  all  their  articles  from 
England,  is  a  great  check  to  the  growth  of  this 
colony* 

Here  is  a  fine  harbour,  with  a  large  inner  bafon, 
called  Bedford  Bafon,  or  Bufhey  Cove,  capable  of 
holding  forty  fail  of  the  line.  An  engagement  was 
once  fought  there  between  an  Engliih  and  French 
£eet.  Halifax  is  efleemed  a  very  healthy  place, 
although  it  much  abounds  vAth  fogs. 

j^pril  zg.  This  morning  an  Indian  family  came 
in  along  fhore  in  their  canoe  from  a  diilant  part  of 
the  coaft.  Two  young  men,  and  the  wife  and  mo- 
tht'v  of  one  of  them  were  thofe  1  faw.  Their  llature 
about  five  feet  (cm  inches,  appeared  like  the  lowefl 
and  worft  of  our  gipfies,  with  long,  lank,  dark  hair, 
fmall  eyes,  high  cheek  bones,  very  yellow  complex- 
ions^ 
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Ibns,  and  Hupid  countenances.  They  were  of  the 
Mick-mack  tribe,  vvhofe  general  character  is,  a 
diHike  to  all  kinds  of  labour  or  exertion,  except 
when  hunting  the  moofe  deer>  on  which  they  chiefly 
live.  Yet  fo  indolent,  that  when  they  have  killed 
one,  they  fix  themfelves  on  the  fpot  till  they  have 
eaten  him  up  entirely  After  which,  till  they  kill 
another,  they  often  fuffer  a  great  deal  of  hunger. 
In  this  cafe,  they  fifli,  or  fearch  on  the  fea  fhore  for 
eggs,  which  are  often  found  there  in  great  plenty* 
The  drefs  of  the  young  woman  was  remarkable  ;  a 
cap  made  of  rufhes,  in  the  form  of  a  fugar  loaf ;  a 
blue  ferge  petticoat,  very  fhort ;  a  flannel  cloke  of 
a  yellow  ground,  embofl^ed  with  red  flowers;  her 
hair  plaited  into  a  long  pig  tail  down  her  back, 
almoil  to  the  ground,  I  endeavoured  to  hold  fome 
converfation  with  the  young  Vvoman,  but  I  could 
not  make  her  underiland  me  ;  flie  could  only  fay. 
No  Engliih,  fir,"  which  flie  fpoke  with  great 
modelly.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  genius  is  to 
be  found  even  amongft  thefe  poor  Indians,  for  I 
faw,  two  days  after  this  at  Liverpool,  (a  fifliing  town 
on  this  coaft)  fome  exceeding  pretty  work  balkets, 
made  of  porcupine  quills,  formed  into  a  variety  of 
fancied  figures,  of  different  colours,  red,  yellow, 
black,  white  and  brown.  The  quills  were  iftained  of 
thefe  colours  by  themfelves,  and  had  a  great  re- 
fem.blance  to  tlie  workmanfhip  of  the  Wampum- 
belts. 
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Our  friend  Mr.  Forfythe,  having  at  length  in- 
formed us  of  a  fmall  boat,  juft  difcharged  of  a  cargo 
of  lumber,  and  returning  immediately  to  Liver- 
pool, we  determined  to  embrace  this  opportunity 
of  getting  on  part  of  the  way,  although  only 
feventy  miles,  depending  on  chance  to  carry  us  on 
afterwards.  At  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
( April  30)  we  got  on  board,  with  a  good  frefti 
wind  from  the  north,  having  flowed  in  fuch  pro- 
vifions  as  we  thought  we  might  want,  confifting 
of  fome  cold  tongue,  and  a  piece  of  boiled  beef, 
bottled  porter,  and  Port  wine,  tea  and  fugar,  bread, 
bifcuit,  &c.  &c. 

We  foon  pafTed  St,  George's  Ifland,  then  Jebufto 
Head,  and  by  night  we  were  oiF  Sambio'  ifland,  the 
light-houfe  being  within  half  a  mile  of  us,  making 
a  beautiful  appearance.  The  wind  now  funk  and 
we  lay  becalmed.  After  a  light  fupper,  and  a 
draught  of  excellent  bottled  cyder,  we  took  to  our 
beds,  and  flept  very  found  till  the  morning. 

May  I.  A  fine  ferene  morning  ;  when  we  arofc 
we  found  ourfelves  out  in  the  wide  ocean,  hardly 
in  fight  of  any  land,  thirty  miles  fouth  of  Halifax. 
Our  boat  was  very  fmall,  fcarcely  twenty  tons  bur- 
den, and  the  waves,  although  very  moderate,  wafhed 
the  whole  deck.  We  had  only  two  feam.en  on  board, 
young  men  of  about  twenty  years  of  age,  very 
modell,  civil,  well  fpoken  youths.    The  wind  now 
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fprung  up  frefh,  and  fhook  our  little  boat  exceed- 
ingly :  the  name  of  the  veflel  was  The  Harlequin  5 
Mr.  Hobe  on  hearing  this,  fhook  his  head,  and 
hoped  this  Harlequin  would  play  us  no  trices.  At 
feven  in  the  evening,  the  wind  fet  diredlly  againft 
us  ;  luckily  we  were  clofe  in  with  land,  and  there-  ' 
fore  put  back  to  Port  Lehave,  where  we  caft  anchor. 
This  is  as  large  a  harbour  as  Portfmouth.  In 
failing  up  the  harbour,  I  obferved  a  large  building 
at  a  diftance,  to  my  great  joy,  being  the  only  houfe 
I  had  feen  the  whole  day  ;  we  foon  found  it  was  a 
barn.    Adjoining  to  it  was  a  fm ail  houfe  of  one 
flory,  with  one  chimney,  not  promifing  much  com- 
fort to  us.    We,  however,  determined  to  land,  and 
carrying  an  empty  porter  bottle  or  two  with  us,  we 
got  on  lliore,  not  without  fome  difficulty,  a  large 
maflilt  dog  keeping  us  at  bay,  for  fome  time.  Our 
feamen  led  the  way,  and  entering  the  houfe,  we 
found  a  man  and  woman  fitting  near  a  large  lire, 
with  a  maid  behind  rocking  a  very  uncouth  cradle, 
in  which  lay  a  fqualling  infant.    We  folicited  fome 
milk,  and  (hewed  our  empty  bottles,  but  we  could 
not  make  them  underiland  us,  till  Mr.  Hobe,  judg- 
ing by  their  appearance,  they  might  be  Germans, 
addrefied  them  in  High  Dutch.    1  his  procured  us 
at  once  a  hearty  welcome  ;  we  fat  half  an  hour  with 
them  on  a  bench  before  the  fire,  for  there  was  no 
chair  in  the  houfe.  Another  man  of  the  family  now 
joined  us ;  our  bottles  were  filled  with  milk,  they 
would  take  no  conf.deration  for  it  :  enquired  much 
B  4  how 
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I  'how  things  went  on  in  Europe,  of  which  they 
feemed  to  know  very  little.  There  was  a  great 
appearance  of  thrift  and  happy  eafe  around  them  : 
a  bad  watch  of  ihe  largeft  and  oldell  fafhion  was 
hung  up  by  the  window,  and  was  the  only  regulator 
of  their  time;  he  corredled  h  every  morning,  by 
means  of  a  BoHon  almanack,  watching  the  time  of 
the  fun's  riling,  and  fetting  it  accordingly.  We  now 
took  our  leave  of  them,  and  taking  a  lighted  Hick 
from  their  fire,  to  make  one  on  board  for  ourfelvcs, 
we  v.'irmed  our  milk,  and  had  a  very  comfortable 
fupper,  and  turned  in,  as  they  call  it,  about  ten 
o'clock. 

May  2.  At  five  o'clock  we  weighed  anchor, 
with  a  favourable  wind,  and  were  foon  out  at  fea^ 
pafTed  feveral  Murlegalh  fiihing  velTels,  (a  very 
thriving  place,  about  twenty  leagues  well  of  Hali- 
fax.) We  now  failed  along  a  very  pleafant  even 
coail:,  which,  though  much  uncultivated,  was  here 
and  there  interfperfed  with  decent  fingle  houfes,  till 
we  came,  about  eleven  o'clock,  to  Liverpool,  or 
Lunenburgh,  as  it  was  once  called.  It  is  a  very 
pleafant  little  town,  Handing  round  a  deep  bay,  the 
houfes  well  builr,  though  of  wood.  It  was  a  very 
fine  day,  and  after  we  had  refrefhed  ourfelves  at  the 
White  Horfe,  (the  only  inn  in  the  place,)  myDanifh 
friend  and  myfelf  took  a  walk  into  the  woods,  but 
it  was  fo  thick,  we  could  not  go  far.  We,  however, 
fprung  partridges  and  pheafants  in  abundance  ;  we 
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next  went  with  a  letter  of  introdu£lion  to  Mr. 
Benajah  Collins,  who  received  us  very  hofpitably. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  of  Liverpool^  is  a 
ilockade  fort,  mounting  four  guns,  to  defend  the 
entrance.  We  walked  thither  with  Mr,  Collins,  and 
from  this  eminence  we  faw  a  veiTel  at  anchor  at  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour,  about  two  miles  dillance  ; 
we  hailed  a  boat  and  went  on  board,  and  found  it 
was  a  filhing  fchooner  from  Plymouth,  in  Maffachu- 
fets,  bound  to  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland.  W© 
had  feme  difhculty  to  perfuade  them  to  alter  their 
courfe,  and  take  us  towards  the  place  of  our  delli- 
nation,  either  to  Shelburne  or  Barington,  near  Cape 
Sable,  as  we  found  there  was  a  good  chance  from 
pne  of  thefe  places,  of  getting  by  fome  boat  or 
other,  over  to  Boflon.  At  lall,  for  five  guineas, 
they  agreed  to  take  us  to  the  Cape ;  we  got  our  lug- 
gage on  boards  and  by  eight  in  the  evening  were 
under  weigh  :  it  foon  falling  calm,  we  made  very 
little  progrefs,  we  therefore  got  our  lines  out  and 
began  fifhing.  We  had  eight  feamen  on  board,  all 
Americans,  the  moil  inolFenlive,  civil,  friendly  men  I 
ever  met  with,  full  of  ftudioufnefs  to  pleafe  us,  and 
to  make  us  welcome  to  every  thing  in  the  fhip. 
They  were  very  inquifitive  for  news  from  the  old 
country,  for  fuch  they  flill  call  England;  hoped 
there  would  be  no  war  with  us  :  they  faid  their 
country  had  fuiFered  much  by  having  their  vefTels 
taksn,  Mr.  Grey  of  Salem,  a  very  worthy  mer- 
B  5  chanty 
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chant,  had  loft  thirty  of  his  vefiels,  and  was  almofl 
ruined  by  it.  They  did  not  fiippofe  the  King 
knew  any  thing  of  it,  or  he  would  not  fufFer  it.  We 
then  talked  of  the  late  American  war ;  they  had 
all  fought  in  it ;  one  had  been  a  prifoner  twice  ;  a 
fecond  Ihewed  the  fears  he  had  received  in  the  war  ; 
another  had  fought  under  Gates  and  Arnold,  at  the 
battle  of  Saratoga  ;  a  fourth  had  not  only  ferved 
there,  but  was  alfo  with  the  army  at  York  Town, 
where  Lord  Cornwallis  laid  down  his  arms.  They 
fpoke  with  the  higheft  praifes  of  General  Wafliing- 
ton,  for  his  affability,  humanity,  and  care  of  his 
jnen. 

In  a  word,  I  mull  fay,  I  was  never  engaged  in  a 
converfation  in  which  I  faw  fo  much  of  the  honeft 
feelings  of  nature.  They  offered  us  to  partake  of 
their  grog,  for  that  they  thought  was  a  liquor  every 
body  muil  love  beft.  By  this  time  they  had  drawn 
up  ten  or  twelve  fine  cod,  which  were  flapping 
about  the  deck.  We  made  a  moll  excellent  dinner 
from  them  ;  fo  white,  fo  flakey  and  delicious,  that 
Vv^e  wanted  no  fauce,  hunger  fupplying  the  befl 
of  the  kind,  and  thus  did  we  eat  it  in  high  per- 
fedion. 

Although  the  weather  has  hitherto  been  funfhiny^ 
with  now  and  then  a  fog  of  fhort  continuance,  yet 
now  we  begin  to  feel  them  more  denfe  and  lailing;> 
with  frequent  blafts  of  hot  and  cold  air.  The 
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coafts,  when  vifible,  appear  very  barren—bare 
rocks  and  blafled  fir-trees  and  pines,  make  a  very 
cheerlefs  profpedl.  Yet  here  and  there  we  faw  a 
folltary  houfe  along  the  coaft  like  thofe  of  Eu- 
rope. We  landed  to-day  at  a  Scotchman's  from 
Fifefhire  ;  a  very  pretty  woman  for  his  wife,  who 
was  afhamed  to  be  caught  nurling  the  youngeft  of 
,  four  children,  fitting  by  the  fire  without  any  cap 
on,  and  her  hair  uncombed  ;  fhe  was  from  New 
England.  Scott  his  name.  We  paid  them  for  milk 
lixpence  a  quart,  eggs  ninepence  per  dozen.  We 
fpent  an  hour  very  pleafantly  rambling  about.  He 
Hiewed  us  an  harbour  he  had  made  for  his  boat  at 
the  top  of  the  creek.  The  feamen  complai;'^  how 
exceedingly  dear  fait  is ;  it  is  now  fix  dollars  a  hog- 
ihead,  which  ufed  to  be  fold  for  three.  It  is  very 
brown  and  coarfe,  and  comes  from  Turk's  Ifland,  in 
the  Weil  Indies.  A  dollar  is  four  (hillings  and  fix- 
pence  llerling,  or  fix  (hillings  currency.  They  make 
iittle  or  no  fait  in  America,  though  neceflity  obliged 
them  during  their  war  for  independence,  to  make  it 
in  Virginia.  Labour  is  too  dear  ;  befides,  they  do 
not  know  how  to  granulate  it,  % 

The  feamen  obferved,  that  though  they  are 
almofl  always  at  fea,  they  are  obliged  to  pay  an 
annual  tax  to  their  miniller  or  clergyman,  of  feven 
or  eight  fhillings ;  and  that  by  law  every  man  ar- 
riving at  fixteen  years  of  age,  mail  pay  four  Ihillings 
per  annum.    This  is  at  Plymoutli, 
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The  wind  is  continually  contrary  for  us,  W.  and 
N.W.  We  have  been  from  Frid|y  evening  till  Sun- 
day night  going  five  leagues,  from  Liverpool  to 
Port  Muttoon.  The  wind  this  morning,  (Mo7iday ) 
is  fprung  up  from  the  eaft,  and  we  go  on  five  knots 
an  hour ;  involved  however,  in  a  thick  fog,  and 
obliged  every  now  and  then  to  found  the  conch,  to 
prevent  any  other  vefTel  from  running  foul  of  us.  I 
have  flept  very  comfortably  fince  on  board  the  Polly 
of  Plymouth,  in  a  fmall  cabin  ten  feet  fquare,  with  a 
conftant  fire  night  and  day  ;  fix  of  us,  (two  on 
watch).  I  obferved  on  the  foremait  of  this  vefTel, 
as  well  as  of  the  other  fchooner,  a  horfe-fhoe  nailed, 
but  ^a€n  I  afked  them  the  reafon,  I  could  get  no 
anfwer  from  them.  We  go  to  bed  at  eight  o'clock j> 
and  get  up  at  eight.  The  bugs  I  found  very  trouble- 
fome;  thefe  have  pellered  me  fadJy,ever  fince  I  came 
to  Halifax  for  they  abound  in  thefe  parts.  Our  cold 
tongue,  beef,  bread,  and  fugar,  are  all  expended ; 
we  eat  our  falmon  and  cod  without  butter  or  breads 
but  we  have  potatoes ;  our  bottled  porter  is  out> 
and  we  have  no  wine;  the  water  we  drink  is  of  a 
pale  yellow  colour,  yet  of  no  bad  tafle.  We  make 
ourfelves  very  happy.  Mr.  Hobe  and  myfelf  ^re 
finging  fongs  every  day,  and  they  entertain  us  with 
Yankee  Doodky  and  other  fongs  made  during  the 
late  war.  We  now  pafTed  Bear  Port  ;  and  the  rug- 
ged Illes,  and  Port  Jelly,  alfo  the  two  rocks  called 
the  Bull  and  the  V/hale.  We  had  an  excellent 
breakfafl  to-day  on  chocolatej  and  fome  bifcuits 
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made  of  midlings  and  Indian  wheat  mixed,  very 
coarfe  and  dark  coloured,  not  half  ground,  fo  bad 
that  when  I  firft  came  on  board,  I  thought  it  would 
be  impojfTible  to  eat  it,  and  even  wondered  how  they 
could  eat  it ;  but  now  it  does  very  well,  and  1  find  it 
agrees  with  me,  and  is  very  wholefome.  We  do  not 
know  how  time  goes,  my  watch  the  only  one  on 
board,  met  with  an  accident  and  does  not  go,  and 
the  fog  prevents  our  feeing  the  fun;  when  we  are 
hungry  we  eat ;  when  thirily  we  go  to  the  water 
cafk ;  and  when  we  find  nothing  to  do,  we  go  to 
our  beds.  What  a  contraft  to  the  bufy  fcenes  I 
have  been  ufed  to  at  home  !  yet  if  it  pleafe  God 
that  I  once  more  get  home  to  my  native  country, 
and  the  fociety  of  my  friends,  the  remembrance  of 
all  thefe  difficulties  pafled  over,  will,  I  am  confident, 
afford  much  pleafure  in  the  recolledion. 

At  two  o'clock,  {May  5,  P.  M.)  faw  the  light- 
houfe  at  the  entrance  into  Port  Rofeway,  or  She!* 
burne.  This  town  is  now  almofl  deferred;  the 
royaliils  of  America  were  encouraged  to  fettle  here, 
by  the  Briiifh  government,  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
war,  and  carried  a  great  deal  of  property  with 
them.  A  town  v>^ith  good  handfome  Greets  was 
planned  ;  but  when  the  encouragement  held  out^ 
for  two  years,  by  government,  ceafed,  they  could 
not  maintain  themfelves ;  all  their  articles,  fifh  and 
lumber,  came  to  market  fo  dear,  that  their  trade 
fell  oiF^  and  perfons  who  fet  out  with  a  capital  of 
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two  thoufand  pounds,  could  fcarcely  raife  money  to 
pay  their  paflage  back  again;  and  you  may  now 
buy  there  a  good  houfe  for  fifty  dollars,  that  coft 
the  owner  five  hundred  pounds. 

At  five,  we  had  a  view  of  Cape  Sable,  bearing 
weilward  ;  and  entering  Sandy  Bay,  at  about  fix 
came  to  anchor  in  Barringtoii,  a  fine  large  harbour, 
formerly  called  Port  la  Tour.  It  is  the  pleafanteft 
village  we  have  yet  feen  on  the  coail,  which  in 
general  is  very  wild  and  defolate.  We  faw  fame 
neat  houfes  fcattered  about,  to  the  number  of  Miy 
or  fixty  ;  no  two  houfes  joining  together,  or  any 
thing  like  a  ftreet ;  a  chearful  appearance  of  fpring, 
I  obferved  fome  pafiure  and  arable  land,  and  on  one 
illand,  I  counted  ten  or  twelve  cows,  A  river  runs 
into  the  fea  here,  over  a  rocky  bed,  where  we  faw 
near  twenty  men  and  boys,  catching  herrings  with 
dip  nets  ;  the  herrings  run  up  this  river  in  large 
Ihoals,.  and  on  their  return,  the  people  Hand  acrofs 
the  ilream,  which  is  very  fhallow,  and  keep  dipping 
as  fafc  as  they  can,  taking  one  or  two  every  dip. 
The  people  were  all  Americans,  chiefly  from  Maf- 
fachufets. 

The  coafi:  of  Halifax,  particularly  between  Liver- 
pool and  Barrington,  is  the  moll  barren  and  dreary 
that  can  be  conceived.  Nothing  but  firs  grow 
there,  and  whenever  there  was  an  opening  between 
them,  it  was  only  to  prefent  a  barren  rock,  againft 
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which  the  fea  was  dafhing  its  waves.  Add  to  this 
the  noife  of  the  fea  fowl,  and  the  cries  of  the  loon 
bird,  which  jufl  thrufts  its  long  neck  above  the 
water,  and  halloos  like  a  man  fhouting  at  a  great 
diilance,  made  us  at  times,  almoft  melancholy* 
What  can  induce  any  man  to  for  fake  fociety,  and 
build  thofe  houfes  we  fee  every  now  and  then  on 
this  ugly  horrid  coaft,  is  difficult  to  conceive.  They 
mull  either  have  been  ufed  very  ill  by  the  world,  or 
have  ufed  the  world  very  ill. 

Had  Tajfo  been  on  this  dreary  coaft,  before  he  had 
written  his  Jirufalem,  he  would  have  confiderably 
heightened  his  defcription  of  the  Enchanted  For  eft. 

We  went  to  Mr.  Serjeant,  the  principal  man 
there,  (a  merchant  and  llore- keeper^)  to  find  out  a 
vefTel  to  take  us  to  Bofton.  But  to  our  mortification, 
found  there  was  no  veifel  had  put  in  there  all  the 
fpring,  except  one ;  and  that  the  two  that  ufually 
traded  from  thence  to  Bofcon,  for  flour,  were 
both  detained  at  this  time  in  that  port,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  embargo. 

We  at  lad  prevailed  on  the  Skipper  to  continue 
his  voyage  to  Bodon,  upon  promifing  him  ten  gui- 
neas, and  next  morning  at  five  o'clock,  weighed 
anchor,  and  Hood  round  Cape  Sable,  with  a  fine 
N.  E.  wind.    It  is  feventy.five  leagues  thither. 
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May  6.  At  one  o'clock,  being  about  ten  leagues 
weft  of  the  Cape,  we  defcried  two  fail  going  eaft- 
ward  towards  Halifax,  and  the  men  of  our  velTels 
judge  they  muft  be  French  fhips,  by  their  fails. 
One  is  a  fhip  of  w^ar,  the  other  a  floop ;  they  how- 
ever do  not  regard  us,  as  we  are  only  a  fifhing 
vefTel,  and  American  built.  By  twelve,  they  were 
almoft  out  of  fight,  and  we  are  now  {landing  acrofs 
the  Bay  of  Fundy,  at  the  rate  of  five  knots  an  hour. 
The  fea  in  this  bay  ebbs  and  flows  lixty  or  feventy 
feet  in  a  tide;  a  vaft  fall  twice  in  twenty-four  hourS;> 
which  makes  a  prodigious  current,  and  occafions 
our  veffel  to  roll  exceedingly. 

May  7.  We  have  had  a  fine  run  acrofs  the  Bay 
of  Fundy,  and  are  now,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  within  twenty  leagues  of  Bofton,  but  it 
being  rather  foggy,  we  have  Slackened  fail  and 
reefed.  Our  little  filhing  vefiel  of  forty  tons,  has 
only  three  fails,  a  jib,  forefail,  and  mainfail ;  rolls 
exceedingly,  Provifions  and  every  other  accom- 
modation,  we  are  very  fcanty  of, 

Yefterday,  being  on  St.  George's  Bank,  with 
ninety  fathom  v/ater,  we  put  down  a  line  and 
caught  a  very  fine  cod,  which  fupplied  us  with  a 
dinner  to-day,  with  a  few  potatoes,  and  for  our 
drink  we  had  the  yellow  water  before  mentioned. 

Mr.  Hobe,  my  companion,  has  travelled  through 
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Germany  and  Switzerland,  where  he  has  often 
found  bad  accommodations,  fo  he  is  feafoned  in  fome 
meafure,  to  it ;  but  yet  he  longs  to  get  to  Bofton, 
as  well  as  myfelf,  to  have  the  light  of  meat  and 
wine,  and  talle  bread  once  more.  Towards  even-* 
ing,  the  wind  unfortunately  fhifted  to  the  N.  W* 
in  our  v^ery  teeth,  fo  that  we  are  driven  from  all 
hopes  of  making  land  to-night. 

May  8.  A  clear  fine  morning,  dry  and  cold, 
(wind  N.  W.)  At  nine  o'clock,  faw  land  at  ten 
or  twelve  leagues  difcapce,  but  fo  obfcurely,  that 
our  Skipper  cannot  pronounce  abfolutely  what  land 
it  is,  whether  Cape  Ann  or  Cape  Cod.  Saw  feveral 
whales  fpouting  ;  one  v^ithin  half  a  mile  of  the  fliip> 
whofe  body  I  could  diiii nelly  fee ;  the  fpouting  re- 
fembles  the  fhower  thrown  from  a  fire  engine.  At 
ten  o'clock  faw  a  fleet  of  lliips,  near  thirty, 
(fchooners  going  to  filh  for  cod,  on  Nantucket 
ihoals) ;  it  was  a  very  fine  fight,  with  all  their  fails 
bent.  Two  of  them  pafiTed  and  hailed  us.  At 
three  o'clock,  came  in  clofe  under  land,  at  Cape 
Cod,  and  could  diilinguifh  houfes,  wind-mills,  &c« 
up  the  country  ;  the  fea  Ihore,  a  flat  fand,  for  miles. 
Had  for  dinner,  three  eggs  and  three  potatoes,  and 
a  glafs  of  water  between  us ;  no  hopes  of  reaching 
Bofion  ta-night,  the  wind  growing  more  a-head  of 
us ;  it  is  very  cloudy,  and  blows  cold,  more  like 
March  than  May.  We  now  had  a  view  of  Ply- 
mouth, the  firll  Englifh  fettlement  on  this  coail. 

May 
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May  9.  The  wind  ftill  contrary,  and  the  wea- 
ther cold  ;  were  obliged  to  lleer  northward,  favv 
Cape  Ann  and  Marble  Head.  In  the  dufk  of  the 
evening,  however,  had  a  diftant  view  of  Bofloa 
light^houfe ;  we  had  now  confumed  all  our  provi- 
fions,  except  the  hard  bifcuit  and  water  ;  but  about 
noon  this  day,  putting  out  our  lifliing  lines  near 
Cape  Cod,  we  caught  two  cod^  on  which  we  all 


May  10.  The  wind  S.  W.  we,  by  frequent  tacks, 
and  after  many  difappointments,  got  within  the 
light  houfe  bank,  and  made  the  outer  harbour,  to 
our  great  joy  ;  we  then  hailed  a  fiQiing  vefTel,  which 
agreed  for  two  dollars  and  a  half,  to  take  us  and 
our  luggage  up  to  the  town.  At  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning  we  reached  the  wharf,  and  fo  eager  werew® 
to  land,  tluit  we  hardly  waited  the  veffeFs  anchoring. 


Account  of  the  City  of  Bofion. 


\J)N  our  arrival,  we  enquired  for  the  befl  houfe 
of  entertainment ;  and  were  direded  to  the  Bunch 
of  Grapes,  in  State-i^reet,  kept  by  Colonel  Cole- 
man. It  is  nothing  unufual  in  America  for  army 
olTicers  to  keep  taverns.    A  man  with  the  title  of 


dined. 


Major 
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Major  fometimes  holds  your  liorfe,  and  Captains 
are  digging  by  the  road  fide ;  it  is  a  veftige  of  the 
revolution.  During  the  American  war,  a  man's 
promotion  was  not  meafured  fo  much  by  his  rank 
or  fortune,  as  by  his  zeal  and  alTiduity  in  the  fervice 
of  his  country,  and  it  was  a  cheap  way  of  rewarding 
him  for  his  fervices. 

In  the  year  1740,  Boflon  wasefleemed  the  largefl 
town  in  America,  now  Philadelphia  and  New  York 
rank  before  it ;  neverthelefs,  it  is  a  very  flourifliing 
place,  full  of  bufinefs  and  adivity.  The  merchants 
and  tradefmen  meet  every  day,  from  twelve  to  two 
o'clock,  in  State Hreet,  as  on  an  exchange.  We 
enquired  for  a  porter,  to  fetch  our  luggage  fronl 
the  fliip  to  the  tavern,  and  a  free  negro  offered 
himfelf,  for  which  fervice  he  required  half  a  dollar. 
The  negroes  in  this  flate  are  all  free,  and  are  a 
refpedable  body  of  people.  They  have  a  free- 
mafons'  club,  into  which  they  admit  no  white  perfon. 
However,  I  believe  they  are  not  yet  admitted  to 
hold  offices  of  ilate,  though  they  vote  for  them. 
This  town,  or  city,  contains  about  eighteen  thou- 
fand  inhabitants,  State-ftreet  is  the  principal  one, 
about  twenty  yards  wide,  is  near  the  centre  of  the 
town,  and  leads  down  to  the  long  wharf.  Cornhill 
is  another  confiderable  itreet  for  trade,  but  it  put 
me  in  n.ind  of  Bafmgttoke.  Their  foot  ways  are 
not  yet  paved  with  flat  ftones,  the  hoi'k  and  foot 
way  being  alike  pitched  with  pebbles,  with  pofts 
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and  a  gutter  to  divide  them,  like  the  old  fafhioned 
towns  in  England.  The  buildings  likewife,  are  but 
indifferent;  many  of  them,  as  well  as  their  churches, 
are  weather  boarded  at  the  fide,  and  all  of  them 
roofed  with  fhingles.  A  very  aukward  looking 
railed  enclofure,  on  the  top  of  the  houfes,  for 
drying  clothes,  gives  them  a  very  odd  appear- 
ance. The  part  of  the  town  called  New  or  Weft 
Boflon,  is  an  exception  to  this^  for  the  houfes  there 
are  all  neat  and  elegant,  (of  brick)  wi  h  handfome: 
entrances  and  door  cafes,  and  a  flight  of  fteps. 

At  Colonel  Coleman's,  which  is  more  properly  a 
lodging  houfe  than  a  tavern,  we  were  but  very  in- 
differently accommodated  as  to  beds;  generally  two 
in  a  room,  and  not  very  cleanly,  for  we  were  mucli 
peftered  wiih  bugs.  At  two  o'clock  dinner  was  an- 
nounced, and  vve  were  fliewn  into  a  room  where  we 
found  a  long  table  covered  with  difhes,  and  plates 
for  twenty  perfons.  We  were  ferved  with  falmon, 
veal,  beef,  mutton,  fowl,  ham,  roots,  puddings,, 
&c.  SiC,  each  man  had  his  pint  of  Madeira  before 
him,  and  for  this  and  our  breakfafr,  tea,  fupper  and 
bed,  we  paid  five  Ihillings  currency,  for  they  make 
no  feparate  charges,  nor  do  they  abate  of  their 
charges,  were  you  to  dine  out  every  day.  There  is 
no  fhynefs  in  converfation,  as  at  an  Englifh  table. 
People  of  .  diiterent  countries  and  languages  mix 
together,  and  converfe  as  familiarly  as  old  ac- 
quaintances.   Three  or  four  of  our  company  v/ere 

French 
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French  emigrants.    On  one  fide  of  me  fat  a  Mr. 
Wafhington,  from  Virginia,  (no  relation  to  the 
Prefident,  or  very  dlHant,)  and  on  the  other  fide  a 
young  man  from  Philadelphia,  next  to  him  a  perfon 
from  Newbury  Port,  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
north  of  Philadelphia.    I  found  myfelf  well  enter- 
tained with  their  converfation,  on  many  fubjedls 
new  to  me.    In  half  an  hour  after  the  cloth  was 
removed  every  perfon  had  quitted  table,  to  go  to 
their  feveral  occupations  and  employments,  except 
the  Frenchmen  and  ourfelves ;  for  the  Americans 
know  the  value  of  time  too  well  to  walle  it  at  the 
table.   Here  I  met  a  Mr.  Armftrong,  once  a  clothier 
at  Corfham,  in  Wilts,  near  my  native  place.  When 
>we  meet  a  countryman  in  a  remote  part  of  the 
world,  we  fpeak  to  him  as  an  intimate  acquaintance, 
though  perhaps  we  have  never  feen  each  other  be- 
fore.   This  was  the  cafe  at  prefent.    I  took  a  walk 
with  him.  to  Bunker  Hill  and  Brede's  Hill,  the 
ground  where  the  Americans,  \  June  17,  1775O  firll 
refilled  the  attack  of  the  Briiifa.    A  Captain  Grea* 
tan  accompanied  us,  who  was  an  officer  on  the  fpot 
at  the  very  time.    He  defciibed  the  whole  adVion, 
and  fhewed  us  the  place  where  Dr.  Warren  fell; 
the  point  wh^re  the  attack  began,  and  the  road  by 
which  the  Americans  retreated.    The  adion  was 
not  fought  on  Bunker  Hill,  as  is  on  record,  but  oa 
Erede's  Hill.    It  was  but  a  detachment  of  the  main 
army  which  were  in  adion.    We  followed  the  fame 
route  the  armies  went,  for  two  miles  \  we  then  filed 

off 
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oJF  to  the  left,  and  came  to  the  towrx  of  Cambridge, 
where  the  principal  Univerfity  in  the  ftate  is  efta- 
blifhed.  It  is  called  Harvard  College,  is  an  excel- 
lent inftitution,  was  founded  about  the  year  1650, 
is  well  endowed,  and  fupports  three  hundred  ftu- 
dents;  two  large  handfome  brick  buildings  feparate 
from  each  other ;  a  third  has  been  taken  down 
lately,  to  be  re-built.  We  returned  to  Bollon  over 
the  new  bridge,  a  mod  prodigious  work  for  fo  in- 
fant a  country;  a  work,  as  Mr  Kobe  obferved, 
worthy  the  Roman  Empire.  It  is  a  bridge  over  an 
arm  of  the  fea,  above  one  thoufand  eight  hundred 
feet  long,  and  about  thirty-four  wide,  well  lighted 
all  the  way  and  into  Bofton,  about  a  mile /in  length. 
This  bridge  is  built  entirely  of  wood,  and  coft  about 
twenty-four  thoufand  pounds,  and  marks  the  genius 
and  fpirit  of  the  town  of  Bollon.  It  had  been  opened 
but  about  five  months,  when  we  pafTed  it.  About 
half  way  over  the  bridge,  we  obferved  two  iron 
rings  ;  Captain  Greatan,  by  one  of  them,  lifted  up 
a  trap  door,  and  difcovered  a  large  room  below, 
capable  of  holding  two  hundred  men,  to  which 
we  defcended  by  Hairs,  and  faw  the  machinery  by 
which  the  draw  bridge  is  lifted  up  for  large  vefTels 
to  pafs.  In  hot  weather,  this  muft  be  a  moll  de- 
lightful cool  retreat,  as  well  as  an  excellent  place 
for  bathing. 

There  are  two  other  long  wooden  bridges  lead- 
ing  from  Bofton,  Viyjiic  and  Dwchefier,    The  latter  • 

is 
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IS  built  Oil  the  fcite  of  an  ancient  Indian  bridge, 
part  of  the  caufevvay  of  which  Hill  remains  perfed  ; 
but  thefe  are  not  to  compare  with  the  new  bridge. 
A  very  elegant  theatre  was  opened  at  Bo  don  about 
three  months  ago,  far  fuperior  in  taRe,  elegance, 
and  converience,  to  the  Bath,  or  any  other  coun- 
try theatre  that  1  ever  yet  faw  in  England.  Mr. 
Hobe  and  I  were  there  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vauc^han, 
The  play  and  farce  were  Inkle  and  Yarico,  and 
Bon  Ton  ;  I  paid  a  dollar  for  a  ticket.  It  held 
about  twelve  hundred  perfons.  One  of  the  dra- 
matis perfonje  was  a  negro,  and  he  filled  his  cha- 
radler  with  great  propriety.  The  drels  of  the 
company  being  perfectly  Englifli,  and  fome  of  the 
adlors  (Jones  and  his  wife)  being  thofe  I  had  feen 
perform  the  lafl:  winter  at  Saliibury,  in  Shatford's 
company,  made  me  feel  myfelf  at  home.  Between 
the  play  and  farce,  the  orcheftra  having  played 
Ca  Ira,  the  gallery  called  aloud  for  Yankee-doodle, 
which,  after  fome  fhort  oppofition,  was  complied 
with.  A  Mr.  Powell  is  the  manager  of  the  play- 
houfe.  Mr.  Goldfinch,  the  ingenious  architedl  of 
this  theatre,  has  alfo  lately  built  an  elegant  Cref- 
cent,  called  the  Tontine,  about  fourteen  or  iixteen 
elegant  houfes,  which  let  for  near  two  hundred 
pounds  fterling  a  year. 

In  Bofton,  they  have  forty  hackney  coaches,  and 
for  a  quarter  dollar  you  are  carried  to  any  part  of 
the  town^ 

May 
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May  II.  My  Danilh  friend,  Mr.  Hobe^  and  my- 
felf  dined  with  Mr.  Charles  Vaughan,  a  conli- 
derable  merchant,  to  whom  we  had  letters  of  intro- 
duction. Three  days  before  this  we  were  croffing 
the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  found  the  weather  fo  cold 
that  we  were  obliged  to  put  on  our  great  coats,  and 
keep  them  clofe  buttoned.  To-day  it  is  fo  hot  and 
clofe,  that  we  can  fcarcely  bear  the  prefTure  of  any 
clothes  at  all,  or  venture  to  walk  out  in  the  fun- 
fliine.  I  went  twice  with  Mr,  Vaughan's  family  to 
the  Unitarian  chapel,  the  only  one  yet  opened  in 
America,  and  is  a  proof  of  the  encreafed  liberality 
of  fentiment  of  the  Boilonians,  They  have  in  a 
great  meafure  loft  that  rigidity  of  manners,  and  vi- 
gilant way  of  keeping  the  Sunday,  as  to  put  people  \ 
in  the  flocks  who  were  feen  walking  in  the  ftreets 
during  fervice.  They  no  longer  hang  old  women 
for  witchcraft,  as  they  did  in  the  laft  century  ;  yet 
at  the  fame  time  they  maintain  a  general  fobriety 
of  manners,  and  the  places  of  public  worlhip,  of 
which  I  think  they  have  eighteen,  are  all  well  at^ 
tended.  Mr.  Freeman  is  the  minifter  of  the  Uni- 
tarians, who  meet  in  what  was  called  the  King's 
chapel,  before  the  revolution.  It  is  one  of  the 
handfomeft  buildings  in  the  town.  He  has  a  falary 
of  about  one  hundred  and  iifty  pounds  a  year,  and 
the  fociety  is  increaling.  The  clergy,  however,  re- 
fufed  to  give  him  ordination  on  account  of  his 
opinions  ;  upon  which,  the  principals  of  the  con- 
gregation   met    and  ordained    him  themfelves. 

Their 
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Their  form  of  prayer  is  Dr.  Clarke's  reformed  li- 
turgy, with  no  addition  whatever ;  fome  part  was 
left  out,  and  a  few  alterations  made.  No  creed 
preferved  but  that  called  the  Apollle's  Creed  ;  they 
have  a  baptifmal  confelfion  for  adult  perfons,  and 
another  for  children. 

There  are  many  beautiful  fcenes  around  the  tovvn^ 
and  many  views  of  the  fea,  and  the  green  moun- 
tains in  the  diftant  horizon  weflward  form  a  beau- 
tiful ground  to  the  landfcape. 

On  the  fouth-wefl  fide  of  the  town,  there  is  a 
pleafant  promenade,  called  the  Mall,  adjoining  to 
Bolton  Common,  confifting  of  a  long  walk  fhaded 
by  trees,  about  half  the  length  of  the  Mall  in  St. 
James's  park.  At  one  end  you  have  a  fine  view  of 
the  fea.  The  common  itfelf  is  a  pleafant  green 
field,  with  a  gradual  afcent  from  the  fea  ftiore,  till 
it  ends  in  Beacon  Hill,  a  high  point  of  land,  com- 
manding a  very  fine  view  of  the  country.  On  the 
top  of  it  there  flands  a  lofty  pillar,  the  pedeftal 
is  fquare,  was  ereded  about  three  years  ago,  by 
the  voluntary  fubfcriptions  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Bofton,  and  has  the  following  infcriptions  on 
the  four  fides  : 

ON    THE   FIRST  SIDE. 

Americans  !    While  from  this  eminence,  fcenes  of  lu^^ 
uria7it  fertility y  of  flour ijh in g  commerce ^  ahd  the 
C  '  ahodu 
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Mhodes  of  focial  happine/s  meet  your  'I'/Vw,  forget  not 
thofe  nvhoy  by  their  exertion y  have  fecured  to  you  ihefe 
ikfpngs. 

ON   THE  SECOfJD  SIDE* 

^0  commemorate  that  train  of  events  nvhich  led  to  the 
American  revolution,  and  finally  fecured  liberty  and 
independence  to  the  United  States,  this  column  is 
ereSled  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  fitizem  of 
^ojion,  1790. 

ON   THE   THIRD  SID£. 

Stamp      paffed  1765,  repealed  1 7  6  6  • 

Moard  of  cufioms  ejiablijhed,  1767, 

£ritijh  troops  fired  on   the  inhabitants  of  Bofion^ 

March  5,  1770. 
^eaaapaffidy  1773. 
^fea  defiroyed  in  Bofion,  December  1 6. 
Fort  of  Bofion  fi^ut  and  guarded,  June  I,  1 774* 
General  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia,  September  4. 
Provincial  Congrefs  at  Concord,  Odober  I  !• 
Battle  of  Lexington,  April  19,  1 7  75  . 
Battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  June  1 7  • 
Wafinngton  took  command  of  the  army,  J^ly  2. 
Bofion  evacuated,  March  17,  1776. 
Independence  declared  by  Congrefs,  July  4,  1776. 

HANCOCK,  President, 

ON 
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ON   THE    FOURTH  SIDE. 

Capture  of  the  HeJJians  dt  Tr ent on y  December  z^)^ 
1776. 

Capture  of  the  HtJJtans  at  Bennington y  Auguft  16, 
1777- 

Capture  of  the  Britijlo  army  at  Saratoga,  OSloher  17* 
Alliance  njuith  France,  February  6,  iJjS* 
Confederation  of  the  United  States  formed y  July  9, 
Conjiitution  of  Maffachufets  formed y  1 780. 
Bo^doin^  Prefedent  of  Con^jention. 
Capture  of  the  Britijh  army  at  York  [to^n)  OSIohgf* 
19,  1781, 

Preliminaries  of  peace y  November  30,  1782* 
Definiti've  treaty  of  peace y  September  lo,  I783#  - 
Federal  conjiitution  formed  September  1 7,  1 787. 
And  ratified  by  the  United  States y  \y?>j  to  1790, 
AVw  Congrefs  afjembled  at  Ne^  Torky  April 
1789, 

Wajhington  inaugurated  Prefdetit,  April  30. 
Public  debts  funded,  Auguji  1790, 

This  pillar  flanding  on  fo  high  a  fituatlon,  is 
feen  in  almofl  every  part  of  Boilon. 

The  harbour  is  a  noble  capacious  one.  The 
long  wharf  is  a  moft  convenient  peninfula,  im- 
proved by  art,  projeding  into  the  fea,  four  or  live 
hundred  yards,  and  is  about  eighty  fc^et  wide.  In 
the  middle  of  it  Hands  a  long  ro  v  of  ftore  houfes, 
from  end  to  end,  which  forms  a  very  convenient 
C  2        ,  arrangQ" 
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amtigement  for.fhips,  on  both  fides  the  wharf,  to 
load  and  unload  at  oppofite  fides  of  the  fame  ware- 
ioufe  at  the  fame  time.  In  thefe  ftores  were  cafks 
of  fugar  and  rice,  bags  of  cotton  and  woolj  pipe 
ftaves,  lumber,  iron  bars,  bags  of  nails,  and,  in 
ihort,  every  article  of  commerce.  I  never  faw 
j&hy  thing  equal  to  it  in  convenience. 

On  Sundays  all  the  flags  are  hoiiled  on  board  the 
Ihips^  and  the  harbour  being  pretty  full  of  fhip- 
ping,  on  account  of  the  embargo,  made  lafl  Sunday 
^  very  fine  appearance.  There  were  only  three 
foreign  flags  in  the  port,  and  they  were  tri-coloured 
£ags  of  France. 

Vejfeh  entered  at  the  Fort  of  Bofon. 
i793»  ■  3794. 


Ships  -----  40 

Brigs  and  Snows      -  146 

Schooners      -   -    -  174 

,Sioop£      -    -    -    -  44 

-     ■  .404 


Ships   78 

Brigs  and  Snows      -  148 

Schooners     -    -    -  210 

Sloops      -    -•    ~    -  28 
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I  went  with  Mr.  Freeman  to  that  pleafant  fuburb, 
Charleflon,  called  the  mother  of  Boflon.  It  is  now 
entirely  rebuilt,  fince  it  was  burnt  in  the  war,  and 
is  a  very  neat,  clean,  well  built  town.  Here  lives 
Mr.  Jedidiah  Morfe,  the  famous  editor  of  the  firfl 
A^nerican  Geographical  Grammar,  which  has  run 
through  fix  editions  in  about  three  years.  It  is  now 
ciniverfally  taught  in  all  the  fchools  and  feminarie$ 
^roughout  America,    In  this  town  Mr.  Freeman 

took 
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took  me  to  fee  a  curious  wool-card  manufaflory^ 
worked  by  an  horizontal  air  mill,  like  that  at  Bat-» 
terfea^  though  not  fo  large.  Of  this  mechanical 
application  they  claim  the  invention.  The  mana- 
fadlory  itfelf  is  curious  and  well  worthy  attention 
It  is  a  trade  well  encouraged  here,  for  every  houfe-^ 
wife  keeps  a  quantity  of  thefe  cards  by  her,  to  em-* 
ploy  her  family  in  the  evenings,  when  they  have  no* 
thing  to  do  out  of  doors.  The  glafs-honfe,  and 
the  duck  or  fail  cloth  raanufadlory^  I  did  not  fee. 

In  BoHon  they  have  five  or  fix  printing  offices'^ 
and  they  publifh  three  newfpapers,  twice  and  three 
times  a  week,  viz.  T/^e  Columbian  CentineU 
Mercury  i  and  ^he  Bojlon  Guxeiie  or  Refuhlkm  Jmr^ 
naU  A  good  market  here  for  all  kmd^  pr^^i- 
fions,  which  are  brought  every  day  in  great  plenty, 
and  are  fold  mach  cheaper  than  at  New  York  or 
Philadelphia. 

In  the  year  1790,  tliere  were  enumerated  in  Bo/1 
ton  two  thoufand  three  hundred  and  feventy-fix 
houfes,  which  were  computed  to  contain  eighteen 
thoufand  and  thirty-eight  inhabitants. 

Near  Boilon  are  the  following  manufadories  ella- 
blifiied,  according  to  the  accounts  given  me  by  a 
confiderable  merchant  there  :  A  cotton  and  carpet 
manufactory  at  Worcefler,  carried  on  by  Peter 
Stov/ell  and  Co.  with  a  good  ca-pital ;  and  one  of 
woolien>  by  Thomas  Stowell;  at  Newbury  Port, 
C  3  Jofeph 
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Jofeph  Brown,  a  clothier,  makes  a  variety  of  wooITen^ 
goods  of  the  coarfe  kinds ;  at  Ipfwich,  the  woolleri 
manufadory,.-  by  Me^rs*  Warner  and  a  Dodlor 
Manning.  There  is  alfo  in  this  town,  which  is  an 
inland  fituation,  a  large  bone-lace  manufadory, 
employing  near  an  hundred  cufliions.  But  all  thefe 
I  judge  rather  the  feeds  of  manufadlories,  than  any 
large  or  permanent  eftabliftiments.— That  energy 
which  is  created  in  our  country  by  necelTity  and 
difficulty  of  living,  cannot  take  place  there  for  man/ 
years  ;  nor  need  England  fear  a  rivalDiip  there,  or 
in  any  other  country*  France,  when  difburthened 
of  her  prefent  military  government,  will  be  many 
years  in  recovering  her  manufa^lorig!^. . 

When  we  confider  that  the  United  States,  with 
fcarcely  four  millions  of  inhabitants,  import  as^nually 
of  our  manufaftures  more  than  twelve  millions  of 
dollars  in  value,  it  follows,  that  when  her  inhabi* 
tants  are  increafed  to  eight  millions,  flie  will  want 
manufactures  to  the  annual  amount  of  twenty-four 
millions  of  dollars.  From  hence  I  conclude,  that 
her  population  and  prosperity  are  an  advantage  to 
Great  Britain.  I  am  convinced  that  the  ability  of 
the  United  States  to  manufadure,  cannot  keep  pace,, 
^  by  any  means,  v^^ith  her  increaling  population ;  at 
leaft  for  a  century.  It  therefore  follows,  that  (he 
muft  increaXe  in  her  demand  for  foreign  manufac- 
tures ;  and  the  Americans  generally  acknowledge 
that  no  country  can  fupply  them  fo  well  as  Great 
Britain,  , 

Journey 


UNITED  STATES. 


31 


Journey  Jrom  Bojlon  to  New  York 


Miles. 

To  Cambridge 

2 

Watertown 

6 

Waltham 

-  3 

Wefton 

-  5 

Sudbury 

«  3 

Marlbofough 

-  9 

•  7 

Shr^wlbuiy 

-  4 

9 

Leicefter 

6 

Spencer 

5 

Brookfield 

10 

Weftern 

4 

Palmar  * 

10 

Wllbrabam  7 
Springfield  Plains  5 

Springfield  «  S 

Suffield       -  -  S 

Wind  for       «  a  S 

Haftfofd     «  -  8 

Middleton  •  8 

Du^rham      ,  -  6 

Waliingsford  •    -  8 

Northford  •»  7 

Newhaven  -  8 

New  Yosiis,  -  91 


EDNESDAY,  A%  14,  1794,  at  three  in  the 
morning,  I  left  BoHon  by  the  New  York  Mail 
Coach ;  I  paid  fourpence  per  mile  currency,  (i.  e. 
threepence  fterling)  and  was  allowed  fourteen  pounds 
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luggage.  It  goes  every  Monday,  Wednefday,  and 
Friday  ;  a  light  eafy  carriage  for  fix  ;  no  turnpikes 
in  America,  nor  any  fee  to  the  drivers.  Eight  miles 
brought  us,  through  Cambridge,  where  the  Uni- 
verfity  is,  on  to  Watertovvn,  an  eafy,  pleafant,  and 
good  road.  Here  is  eftablilhed  a  woollen  Manu- 
fa6tory,  but  I  did  not  fee  it.  The  country  houfes 
are  framed  with  timber,  weather  boarded,  faflied, 
and  neatly  painted.  I  remarked  that  all  the  coun* 
try-women,  on  the  approach  of  the  carriage,  retired 
to  their  houfes,  and  feemed  either  to  have  no  curio- 
fity,  or  were  aftiamed  to  be  feen  idle.  Three  miles 
more  brought  us  to  Waltham,  a  ilraggling  village ; 
here  I  was  fhewn,  at  the  h©ufe  where  we  flopped, 
fome  home-fpun  American  clotH ;  it  was  kerfey 
wove,  made  very  flout,  and  large  fpun,  but  fervice- 
able  ;  they  could  fix  no  price  to  ir  per  yard.  The 
road  now  became  unpleafarit  for  fome  miles  ;  the 
fences  were  only  rude  Hones  piled  up  loofely  as  if 
only  removed  out  of  the  way.  We  now  came  to 
W' eflon,  which  is  five  miles  from  Waltham,  and  had 
brought  in  for  our  breakfails,  beef-llakes,  coffee, 
bacon  and  eggs,  and  veaLcutlets,  with  toafl  and 
butter;  the  very  fight  of  thefe  things  took  away 
my  appetite,  the  weather  being  intenfely  hot. 
Captain  Flagg  x:harged  us  two  fhillings  a  head  for 
our  dejeune,  which  we  thought  dear.  We  paid  the 
dearer,  I  fuppofe,  becaufe  General  Wafliington  had 
been  entertained,  and  flept  at  his  houfe.  It  is  jufl 
ifuch  another  as  tlie^  half-way  houfe  between  Salif- 
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iDury  and  Wilton.  About  feven:  miles  further,  we 
came  to  a  fine  lake  called  Marlborough  Pond  ;  the 
country  appeared  now  to  me  very  much  like  Hamp- 
Mre.  We  foon  palTed  Northborough  and  ShrevvT- 
iDury.  W^orcefter  Pond,  three  miles  long,  beauti- 
fully furrounded  with  wood  growing  to  the  water's 
edge,  in  all  its  variety  of  greens ;  the  pine,  how- 
ever, feems  to  prevail  mod  in  this  province.  The 
country  for  ten  miles  in  fine  culture ;  the  land  for- 
merly  much  covered  with  large  loofe  Hones,  which 
are  gathered  up  and  made  into  fences.  Mr* 
Mower,  the  landlord  of  the  inn,  we  v/ere  to  dine  at 
in  Worcefler,  was  a  pafTenger  with  us,  and  gave  ns 
feme  information.  lie  faid  you  might  buy  in  this 
neighbourhood  a  hundred  acres  of  land  in  good 
culture,  with  a  tolerable  farm-houfe  on  it,  for  four 
hundred  pounds  (i.  e.'^three  hundred  pounds  Her-^ 
ling).  Worcefler,  a  neat,  pleafant,  clean  town ; 
one  long  flreet,  with  two  large  meetings  or  churches; 
it  Hruck  me  as  much  refembling  Lyndhurft  in  the 
New  Foreil;  we  dined  well  on  beef  and  veal, 
with  plenty  of  greens,  potatoes,  and  cucumbers,  for 
one  fliilling  and  lixpence  currency  per  head  (i.  e. 
one  fhilling  and  twopence  fterling) ;  and  had  as 
much  good  cyder  as  we  could  drink,  into  the  bar- 
gain. I  obferved  the  women  in  the  country  towns 
wore  no  caps ;  many  had  their  hair  plaited  at  full 
length  down  their  backs,  like  a  queue  ;  this  very 
unbecoming  fafhion  could  only  have  been  adopted 
from  osconomy.  This  is  bat  a  modern  town  ;  the 
C5  nrik 
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firft  male  child  born  here  is  ftill  living,  I  went  oot 
of  curlofity,  to  the  (hop  of  Ifaiah  Thomas,  the 
famous  bookfeller,  whom  Brtjjot  celebrates  as  the 
Didot  of  the  United  States,  and  1  bought  a  provin- 
cial  almanac,  and  fome  newfpapers  of  him.  He 
has  a  well  farnifhed  Ihop  and  a  good  printing  office. 
His  newfpaper  is  as  well  ccnduded  as  any  European 
paper  whatever ; — a  great  encourager  of  the  liberal 
arts.  A  paper'miil  has  lately  been  ereded  by  him 
about  a  mile  from  the  town.  Moil  of  the  houfes 
have  a  large  court  before  them,  full  of  lilacs  and 
other  Ihrubs,  with  a  feat  under  them,  and  a  paved 
walk  up  the  middle.  In  this  Hate  the  negroes  are 
free  and  happy,  are  eIe6lors,  but  not  ele^led  to 
offices  of  ftate ;  their  education,  however,  is  the 
fame  as  the  whites.  There  is  a  tax  in  this  ftate,  for 
keeping  a  chalfe,  of  about  ilx  fliillings  llerling  per 
annum,  and  there  is  alfo  a  fmall  poll  tax.  Mr, 
Mower  faid  a  man  might  keep  a  hpufe,  and  live 
handfomely  and  comfortably  for  eighty  pounds  a 
year  currency,  or  fixty  pounds  llerling,  and  keep  ^ 
horfe.  There  are  two  ftages  pafs  through  this 
town  every  day,  the  one  to  Bofton,  about  forty- ilx  ^ 
*  miles  diilant,  the  other  to  New  York,  about  two 
hundred  and  four  miles.  No  negro  child  is  fuifered 
to  be  indentured  beyond  twenty-four  years  of  age, 
and  mufi:  have  the  fame  advantage  of  education  as 
other  children,  Wg  now  mounted  our  vehicle,  and 
drove  away  to  Leicefler,  fix  miles  in  three  quarters 
of  an  hour. — A  wide  handfome  fcreet ;  no  two 
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lioufes  join ;  a  very  handfome  prefbyterian  church, 
with  a  lofty  fteeple.  We  were  almoft  melted  witk 
the  intenfe  heat  of  the  weather,  and  not  a  breath  of 
air  to  relieve  us; — the  thermometer  was  at  ninety- 
one  on  this  day  at  New  York.  I  remarked  over 
the  doors  of  moll  houfes  in  this  country,  boxes 
with  pigeon  holes,  as  I  fuppofed,  but  I  foon  found 
they  were  for  fwallows  to  build  in.  This  bird  is 
much  larger  in  America  than  in  England,  and 
of  the  colour  of  a  pigeon.  The  robin  is  a  bird  as 
large  as  an  Englifli  blackbird,  and  much  of  the 
lhape  of  one,  preferving  no  appearance  like  our 
robin,  except  in  its  colours.  We  now  drove  on  fix 
miles  further,  and  came  to  Spencer,  which  Briflott 
calls,  a  new  village  in  the  midft  of  the  wood." 
It  might  have  been  fo  in  Auguft,  1788,  when  he 
travelled  this  fame  road  ;  but  now  it  is  all  cultivated 
fo  much  round  it,  that  there  is  very  little  appearance 
of  its  having  been  in  the  midll  of  a  wood,  I  ob- 
ferved  a  neat  houfe,  with  a  water-mill  adjoining, 
and  upon  enquiry,  found  it  was  inhabited  by  a 
.clothier,  that  is,  one  who  mills  and  drelTes  home«» 
fpun  woollen  cloth  for  the  houfewives  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. It  was  now  fun-fet,  twelve  minutes  after 
feven,  which  is  thirty-four  minutes  earHer  than  it 
fets  on  this  day  at  Saiifbury  ;  and  the  twilight  fo 
Ihort,  that  before  we  got  toBrockfield  it  was  almoll 
dark.  Here  we  found  a  good  inn,  at  the  end  of  a 
green  lawn  or  common,  v/hich  thirty  years  before^ 
was  covered  with  a  foreft  of  trees  3 — now  not  a  vef- 
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tige  of  a  flump  remaining.  The  landlord,  Mr. 
Hitchcock,  an  intelligent,  civil,  and  curious  man  5: 
very  inquifitive  to  know  what  he  could  about  the 
pafTengers^  as  almoft  all  the  landlords  are  in  this 
country.  BrifTott  miftakes,  in  calling  the  diftance 
from  Spencer  to  Brockfield  fifteen  miles,  it  is  but 
ten.  The  fituation,  as  he  obferve«s,  is  very  pic- 
turefque  ;  it  Hands  on  the  termination  of  a  hill, 
from  whence  you  look  over  a  very  extenfive  coun- 
try, and  fee  fome  very  diftant  hills,  almoft  loll  in  a 
blue  haze ; — it  feemed  to  refemble  fome  parts  of 
Devonlhire.  At  bed  time  I  was  fadly  tormented 
with  bugs,  which  abound  very  much  in  all  this 
country,  and  are  fuppofed  to  come  from  the  woods> 
The  Americans  fay  they  feldom  or  never  bite- 
them» 

We  were  called  at  four  o'clock  next  morning,  to 
purfue  our  journey.  We  now  got  into  another 
coach  ;  it  was  hung  light  and  pleafant — not  fuch  a- 
one  as  Briffott  found,  without  fprings,  and  with 
only  two  horfes — for  we  had  four  horfes  all  the 
way  to  Newhaven,  and  very  good  ones,  going  from 
feven  to  nine  miles  an  hour.  Four  miles  brought 
us  to  Weflern,  a  few  fcattered  houfes ;  and  ten 
miles  further-we  came  to  Palmer,  another  townfhip  ; 
no  two  houfes  hardly  in  fight  of  each  other.  What 
they  called  the  ftreet  was  nothing  but  a  green  lane  ; 
it  was  near  thirty  yards  wide,  and  well  fenced  on 
both  fides,  and  there  was  one  beaten  track  about 
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the  mid-way,  for  the  horfes  and  carriages.  Some 
woollen  goods  are  here  made,  as  I  was  told,  and 
they  had  fpinning  jennies  at  work.  We  got  our 
breakfafl  after  fome  delay,  and  a  very  bad  one  it 
was ;  our  bread  was  very  heavy,  feemed  to  be  made 
of  rye  ;  the  butter  rank,  the  coffee  ill-made; — the 
befl  article  was  the  fried  lifh.  We  paid  a  quarter 
dollar  each.  Wilbrabam,  the  next  town,  is  fix 
miles  ;  v/e  faw  nothing  remarkable  there,  but  the 
country,  in  general,  well  cultivated.  The  wood^ 
however,  was  chiefly  pine  in  this  neighbourhood* 
Springfield  Plains,  a  pleafant  open  country,  much 
like  the  neighbourhood  of  Alresford,  in  Hampfhire  ; 
from  fine  plains,  we  defcend  gradually  to  a  beauti- 
ful vale,  watered  by  Connedlicut  River,  which  we 
now  had  the  firfc  view  of.  It  is  a  charming  river, 
winding,  like  the  Thames,  through  a  very  fruitful 
valley.  We  now  pafied  the  Arfenal,  and  foon  after 
the  Pov/der  Magazines  ; — both  handfome  new  brick 
buildings.  They  were  built,  I  believe,  daring  the 
late  war.  Springfield  is  a  very  pleafant  country 
town,  the  houfes  neat,  clean,  and  well  painted, 
chiefly  of  weather  board  ;  the  ilreets  were  regular, 
and  the  houfes  join  each  other;  it  put  me  much  in 
mind  of  Winbourn  in  Dorfetfhire.  Two  newfpapers 
printed  here,  three  times  a  week.  I  went  into  one 
of  the  printing  offices,  and  bought  a  provincial 
■  almanac ;  I  coUeded  fome  old  newfpapers  there, 
of  various  parts  of  America;  they  afforded  me 
much  information   as  well  as  entertainment.  A 
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Member  of  Congrefs  had  juft  pafled  through  the 
town,  and  reported  that  the  embargo  on  velTels 
would  be  taken  oiT  the  25th  inftant ;  this  I  was 
glad  to  hear,  as  it  would  give  me  an  opportu- 
nity  of  writing  to  England.  There  is  a  paper 
'mill  adjoining  to  this  town,  which  is  very  thriving  j 
and  eleven  other  paper-mills  in  this  ftate  of  Maf- 
fachufets,  yet  paper  is  a  good  article  to  import. 
Almofl  every  town  prints  a  newfpaper,  for  they  are 
great  politicians,  and  intereft  themfelves  very  much 
in  the  news  of  Europe.  While  our  coachee,  and  all 
its  pafTengers  were  pafTing  this  fine  river  in  a  fcowl, 
fome  filhermen,  in  other  beats,  near  us,  were 
drawing  the  Seine  for  falmon,  of  which  they  caught 
many  in  our  fight.  I  was  firuck  with  the  fimilarity 
of  the  fcene  to  one  near  Lymington.  A  weekly 
newfpaper  is  publilhed  here  under  the  title  of  the 
Federal  Spy ;  an  excellent  paper.  The  country  prof* 
pedis  now  begin  to  be  beautiful  and  chearful,  not  fo 
much  ftony  ground  as  in  the  former  part  of  our 
journey.  We  obferve  a  fchool,  by  the  road-fide,  in 
almofl  every  parifii ; — one  is  juil  over  as  we  pafs  it,, 
and  out  of  it  run  negro  boys  and  girls,  as  well  as 
white  children,  without  any  diHindion.  Five  miles 
from  Sp^ringfield,  we  enter-  Suffield,  a  pleafant  little 
village.  I  heard  there  had  been  a  pot-afh  manu- 
factory eflablifhed  here,  but  I  did  not  fee  it.  Next 
we  came  to  Windfor^  eight  miles,  a  pleafant  coun- 
try town,  refembling  Frenchay,  near  Briilol.  At 
vthis  place  we  took  up  a  clergyman^  v^ho  was  going 
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to  New  York,  where  I  afterwards  met  with  him 
again.  He  was  a  very  fenfible  well  educated  man, 
very  diffident  and  modeft  in  his  deportment.  A 
road  branched  ofF  here  to  our  right  hand,  leading 
to  Albany,  about  fixty  miles  diflant.  I  now  obferve 
iix  or  eight  negroes  working  together  in  a  field, 
well  drefled  as  other  people.  Notwitliflanding  they 
are  here  free,  and  admitted  to  equal  privileges  with 
the  white  people,  yet  they  love  to  afTociate  with 
each  other.  It  is  obferved^  that  they  are  naturally 
lazier,  and  will  not  work  fo  hard  as  a  white  fer- 
vant. — Perhaps,  the  remembrance  of  former  com- 
pullive  fervice,  may  make  them  place  a  luxury  in 
idlenefs.  Nor  do  they  yet  feem  to  feel  their  im- 
portance in  Jociety  ; — this  is  a  portion  of  inheritance 
referved  to  the  next  generation  of  them.  I  now  faw 
a  log-houfe,  for  the  firll  time ;  it  was  about  thirty- 
feet  long,  and  fix  feet  to  the  roof ;  and  confifted  of 
logs  or  poles,  with  the  bark  on,  laid  upon  each 
other;  at  the  four  corners,  where  the  logs  crofled, 
they  were  notched  together,  and  nailed ;  and  the 
interftices  were  plafiered  up  with  loam.  I  foon  faw 
ten  or  twelve  little  heads  peeping  out  at  the  win- 
dow and  door.  The  families,  from  hard  labour  and 
wholefome  food,  become  very  prolific.  A  palTenger 
in  our  coachee,  a  flout  hearty  young  man,  faid  he 
was  the  youngeft  of  fourteen  children.  We  faw  the 
wooden  frame  of  many  houfes  building  ;  this,  and 
clearing  the  woods  go  on  very  fall.  Their  firft 
crops  are  Indian  corn  and  rye.    Fine  diilanc  prof- 
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pefls.  Came  on  to  Hartford  to  dinner;  to  a  very 
pleafant  large  inn,  kept  by  Frederick  BulL  I  ftaid 
two  days  there,  that  I  might  have  time  to  iafpedl 
the  woollen  manufadlory  of  this  place,  and  attend 
the  debates  of  the  Floufe  of  Reprefentatives  of  this 
llate,  at  that  time  fitting  ;  I  dined  this  day  at  the 
ordinary,  with  near  thirty  of  tlie  members  ;  I  found 
them  very  friendly  and  affable,  and  pleafed  to  con- 
verfe  with  one  from  the  old  country  ; — very  earnefl  to 
know  whether,  in  general,  we  were  v/ell  inclined 
towards  them.  They  were  very  temperate,  not 
fitting  long  after  dinner — we  fat  down  to  dinnef  at 
one,  and  by  a  quarter  after  two,  they  adjourned  to 
the  houfe.  I  requefted  a  feat  in  the  gallery,  to  hear 
their  debates,  which  v/as  readily  granted  ;  and  Dr. 
Porter  requeued  a  perfon  to  fliew  the  Englifh  gen- 
tleman into  a  proper  feat.  Out  of  one  hundred  and 
feventy-feven  members,  there  was  but  lix  abfent. 
Their  debates  were  condutfted  with  great  decorum ; 
a  Speaker  in  the  chair  ;  every  man  was  heard  pati- 
ently, without  any  interruption.  There  were  fome 
good  orators  among  them ; — Mr.  Granger,  member 
forSuffield,-  Mr.  Stanley;  Mr.Phelps;  Gen.  Hart, 
member  for  Saybrook;  made  as  good  fpeeches  as 
many  I  have  heard  in  our  own  Houfe  of  Commons  ; 
plain  in  their  drefs,  plain  in  their  manners ;  with 
no  other  qualifications  than  good  common  fenfe, 
adtuated  by  the  love  of  their  country.  Two  very 
interefting  fubjedls  were  in  debate  : — a  bill  brought 
in  to  repeal  a  law,  pafied  in  Odober  laft,  to  order 

That' 
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That  the  money  arifing  from  the  fale  of  their 
lands,  between  the  Ohio  and  Lake  Erie,  fhould 
be  appropriated  to  encreafe  the  falaries  of  the 
miniiters   of  the   gofpel   and   the   mafter  of 
**  fchools;"*  and  another  bill  (for  its  fecond  read- 
ing)     To  provide  for  thofe  poor  and  lick  negroes, 
who  having  been  freed  from  flavery,  might  be 
left  unprovided  for ;  and  that  till  the  mafier  was 
exculpated,  by  receiving  a  certificate  from  the 
ftate,  that  the  negro  was  difcharged  in  perfedr 
health,  it  fhould  be  incumbent  on  the  mafier  to 
continue  to  take  care  of  him  during  iicknefs,  or, 
at  leaft,  pay  the  expences  of  hi^  cure." — I  was 
much  pleafed  to  fee  alegiflature  extend  its  humanity 
and  care  fo  far. 

The  government  of  this  ftate  is  aUowed  to  fiirpak% 
moft  of  the  others ;  it  was  formed  on  a  plan  given 
by  the  famous  John  Locke,  as  General  Gates  after- 
wards informed  me.  It  is  about  thrice  as  large  as 
Wiltfhire,  is  better  cultivated  and  more  fully  in- 
habited than  any  other,  as  they  reckon  forty-five 
perfons  to  every  fquare  mile.  The  clergy  are  chofen 
by  the  people  who  pay  them.  Their  falaries  are  in 
general  one  hundred  pounds  a  year ;  they  afTociate 
much  with  their  people,  affable  and  unreferved  in 
converfation,  and  very  friendly  to  fcrangers;  by 
this  and  other  means,  knowledge  is  morg  generally 
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difFufed  among  the  common  people  than  in  my 
other  Uate,  and  they  are  thrifty  and  indaftrious. 

There  is  no  religious  ellablifhment  here,  nor  h 
any  perfon  more  favored  by  the  government  for 
worfhipping  God  one  way  than  another  j  yet  reli* 
gion  flouriflies  amongft  all  ranks  and  degrees,  from 
the  fenator  to  the  wood-cutter ;  they  entertain  no 
partyifpirit  againfl  each  other ;  and  their  places  of 
worihip  are  well  attended  ;  they  wonder  that  any 
government  fhould  interfere  in  a  concern  of  which 
they  can  be  no  judges,  as  it  is  of  a  fpiritual  nature^ 
and  can  only  b@  properlj  influenced  by  th@  hop®  of 

I  called  at  Colonel  Wadfworth*s,  to  whom  I  had 
a  letter  of  introdudion,  but  found  he  wa$  at  Phila« 
delphia,  being  a  Member  of  Congref^  j  Mrs,  Wadf«* 
worth,  however  received  me  very  politely,  and  de» 
fired  her  fon  to  attend  me,  to  Ihew  me  what  was 
mpft  worth  my  notice.  In  the  courfe  of  converfa- 
tion,  I  learned  that  Brijfot,  Cufilne,  Kofciujkof  had  all 
been  at  their  houfe. 

Our  firft  vifit  was  to  the  woollen  manufadlory, 
cftablifhed  there  about  fix  years  ago,  of  which 
Morfdi  in  his  Geography,  fpeaks  in  high  terms ;  I  found 
it  much  on  the  decay,  and  hardly  able  to  maintain 
itfelf ;  I  faw  two  carding  engines,  working  by 
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v.  atef,  of  a  very  inferior  conftru£lion.*  On  walk* 
ing  down  to  Connedlicat  River,  I  obferved  a  large 
pile  of  iron  ore,  which,  Mr.  Wadfworth  told  me, 
was  dug  a  few  miles  up  the  river.  We  next  went 
on  the  roof  of  a  new  built  houfe,  to  enjoy  the 
charming  profpeiTc ;  it  was  a  line  clear  day ;  we 
traced  the  meanders  of  this  noble  river  to  a  vail; 
diflance  ;  Ihips,  freighted  with  merchandize,  paffing 
up  and  down  in  full  fail;  a  beautiful  diftant  country^ 
abounding  with  wood  and  with  hills ;  the  towns  of 
Middleton,  Wethersfield,  Glallonbery,  Eaft  Hartford^, 
and  Windfor,  were  within  view,  and  the  country* 
finely  cultivated;— very  fimlkr^  indeed,  to  many 
Iceneiin  Eflgknd^  b§it\g/m  h&,  pknufd  and  culti* 
vmd  by  mm  whocam^  originally  from  England, 

At  Frederick  Buirs  tavern,  where  I  lodged,  we 
had  excellent  provifions  ;  beef,  mutton,  and  veal-, 
as  good  as  in  England  ;  tea  and  coffee  of  the  beft 
kind ;  three  forts  of  fugar  brought  always  to  the 
table the  mufcovado,  the  fine  lump  fugar,  and 
the  maple  ;  from  the  novelty  of  it,  1  preferred  the 
Jaft,  though  I  could  not  find  much  difference  in  the 
talle  of  it.  At  breakfaft  with  us  the  firfl  mornings 
was  an  American  officer,  in  his  uniform,  the  firil 
I  had  feen  ;~it  was  a  blue  coat  of  fuperfine  cloth, 
with  fcarlet  facings  and  cuffs ;  a  huff  caffimere 
waiftcoat  and  breeches,  and^  looked  very  becom* 
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ing  on  him,  being  a  very  handfome  well-built  marir. 
of  full  fix  feet  in  height.  I  obferved  the  people 
here  were  all  very  great  politicians,  and  ready  to 
afk  me  more  quellions  than  I  v/as  inclined  to  anfwer, 
though  I  am  far  from  being  referved.  They  alked 
me  for  Englifh  newfpapers,  which  I  let  them 
have  ;  alfo  Jordan'' s  Debates  in  Parliameniy  Mar- 
garot^s  rial 'y  the  latter  was  read  with  great  avi- 
dity, and  borrowed  by  feveral ;  and  next  morning'. 
Dr.  Potter  and  another  gentleman  came  and  re- 
queued 1  would  lend  it,  that  they  might  have  it  rs* 
printed  at  Hartford,  at  their  own  expence. 

This  town  was  founded  anno  1636,  by  Mr* 
Hooker.  The  rights  of  primogeniture  are  un- 
known in  this  Hate  :  'all  the  childreii  of  a  pavent  arc 
dfcemed  equal  objeds  of  his  care  as  well  as  love  ; 
and  he  mail  leave  them  an  equal  ihare  of  his  pro* 
perty ;  this  is  a  great  public  advantage,  as  it  pre- 
vents any  overgrown  fortunes  continuing  long  to- 
gether, and  keeps  fociety  nearly  on  a  level ;  in 
fome  cafes,  I  believe  the  elder  fon  has  a  double 
lhare.  I  never  obferved  a  fingle  perfon  in  rags,  or 
with  any  appearance  of  diftrefs  or  poverty ;  yet  I 
looked  into  all  the  poor  habitations  I  could  find, 
which  were  very  few  indeed.  I  could  have  bought 
good  land,  within  two  miles  of  this  town  for  fifteen 
pounds  an  acre. 

The  ftate  houfe  ftands  in  the  center  of  the  town, 

where 
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%vliere  the  three  principal  roads  meet.  It  lately 
fufFered  by  fire,  and  is  now  rebuilding  in  a  very 
handfome  ftyle.  Two  newfpapers  are  publifhed 
here  every  week  ;  the  Connedicut  Journal^  Wednef- 
day  ;  and  the  Connedicut  Couranty  Monday, 

Hartford  contains  about  four  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants ;  the  flreets  v^ide,  Rrait,  and  well  built ;  it 
llands  at  the  head  of  the  navigable  part  of  Con- 
nedicut  River;  it  is  edeemed  fo  very  heahhy  a 
place,  that,  by  the  bills  of  mortality  for  thirteen 
years  pafl,  it  exhibits  only  one  death  for  fixty-five 
perfons,  in  the  courfe  of  each  year,  Grangers  and 
new  fettlers  included.  This  is  not  the  cafe  at 
Newhavcn,  the  other  principal  town  of  this  flate, 
to  which  1  am  next  travelling. 

May  17.  At  four  in  the  morning,  I  left  Flartford 
in  one  of  the  coaches  which  travel  three  times  a 
v/eek  from  Boilon  to  New  York ; — it  takes  eight 
perfons.  When  we  left  Hartford,  a  very  reverend 
looking  old  gentleman  accompanied  us,  with  a  tre- 
mendious  full-bottomed  wig  of  the  cut  of  the  lad 
century.  A  young  gentleman  who  fat  next  me, 
told  me  it  was  Deacon  Bifhop,  an  elder  of  the  pref- 
byterian  church  at  Nevvhaven,  where  Dr.  Edwards 
is  minifter.  He  fpoke  very  feldom,  yet  when  he  did, 
he  appeared  amiable  and  intelligent,  not  at  all  cor- 
Tefponding  with  his  primitive  drefs  and  appearance. 
We  had  now^  near  Middleton,  a  fine  view  of  Con- 
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nefficut  River,  very  fimilar  to  the  view  between 
Bemerton  and  Wilton,  looking  towards  Lord  Pern- 
broke's  park.  After  pafTing  Middleton,  I  favv  the 
iirll:  maple  fugar  tree; — many  afterwards  that  had 
been  tapped.  There  are  many  other  kinds  of  maple 
trees;  the  black,  the  white,  and  the  red  do  not 
produce  the  faccharine  liquor.  Twenty-three  pounds 
were  procured  in  twenty-four  hours,  by  Arthur  No- 
ble, from  two  trees,  which  produced  him  four  pounds 
thirteen  ounces  of  good  grained  fugar;  but  this  is^ 
an  extraordinary  inftance.  Peas  not  yet  in  bloom. 
The  rye,  I  obferve,  is  more  cultivated  here  than 
wheat ;  next  to  that,  is  Indian  corn.  They  have  of 
late  declined  raifing  wheat  on  the  niaritime  Hates, 
on  account  of  the  Heflsan  fly ;  moreover,  the  lands 
for  want  of  manure,  do  not  make  fuch  profitable 
crops  in  wheat  as  in  rye.  I  obferve  in  the  hedges 
and  fields,  a  great  many  double  bloffom  peach  trees. 
—This  fruit  is  fo  plenty  in  Long  Ifland,  as  fre- 
quently to  fee^  their  pigs  with  them.  We  had  four 
excellent  horfes,  and  they  took  us  on  at  the  rate  of 
eight  miles  an  hour ; — one  of  them,  a  Danifh  horfe, 
which  coft  an  hundred*  dollars.  We  came  firft  to 
Wethersfield,  five  miles  from  Hartford,  on  the  banks 
of  Connefticut  River.  It  is  famous  for  onions, 
Glaftonbury  is  on  the  oppofite  fide,  Middleton  was 
the  next  place,  eight  miles.  From  the  hill,  entering 
the  town,  you  look  back  on  a  beautiful  profpe£l  to- 
wards Hartford.  Here  we  quitted  the  banks  of  this 
Eioble  river,  and  proceeded  to  the  townfhip  of  Dur- 
ham; 


UNITED  STATES. 


74 


ham  ;  the  houfes  fo  fcattered  as  hardly  to  be  in  fight 
01^  each  other,  extending  thus  four  miles.  It  .was  a 
very  mean  houfe  at  which  we  breakfafted,  the  v/orfl 
I  have  feen ;  the  accommodations  equally  bad,  and 
for  which,  as  is  generally  the  confequence,  we  paid 
very  dear.  Our  bread  was  cake  made  of  rye,  and 
only  half  baked  ;  beef  fleaks  fried  in  lard  ;  veal- 
cutlets  very  greafy  and  black ;  the  tea  and  colFee 
fmoky.  Our  fugar  was  from  the  maple  tree,  of 
which  we  obferved  many  growing  by  the  road  fide, 
for  feveral  miles  back. — At  breakfall  I  was  oiFered 
by  one  of  the  pafTengers  five  hundred  weight  of  it, 
for  fourpence  halfpenny  llerling  per  pound,  but  it 
is  contrary  to  the  laws  of  England  to  import  it. 

Under  many  of  the  maple  trees,  I  obferved  the 
wooden  troughs  remaining,  and  the  taps  Hill  in  the 
trunk,  although  the  fap  feafon  had  been  over  about 
iix  weeks,  being  only  while  the  fap  is  riling.  A 
frofty  night  always  makes  a  plentiful  diiiillation  next 
morning.  A.  palTenger  told  me  that  a  barrel  of 
juice  made  fix  quarts  of  molaiTes,  which  produces 
ten  or  eleven  pounds  of  fagar**  It  is  a  very  hand- 
fome  tree,  and  eafily  diilinguifhed  from  all' others, 
by  its  larger  lize,  thick  verdure,  and  beautiful  conic 
form.  Thefe  induftrious  Connedicut  men  alfo  ex- 
trad  a  liquor  from  the  birch  tree,  (or  the  beach,  I 
forget  which)  whereof  they  make  a  drink  much  re- 

♦  See  Note  III. 
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fembling  beer.  The  foil  of  the  country,  as  we  ap- 
proach Wallingford,  begins  to  appear  red,  like  that 
about  BriftoL  At  Northford,  thirty  miles  from 
Hartford,  I  obferved  a  great  many  plantations  of 
mulberry  trees,  and  on  enquiry,  found  it  was  for  the 
purpofe  of  breeding  filk  worms,  of  which  fome  fa- 
milies breed  two  hundred  thoufand,  as  I  was  in- 
formed. At  one  houfe  where  I  flopped,  a  young 
Vv'oman  told  me  that  herfelf  and  filler  had  lafl  year 
laifed  filk  enough  to  make  eighteen  yards  of  floren- 
tine,  and  that  the  townfhip  fent  to  market  in  one 
year  as  much  filk  as  made  three  hundred  yards. 
She  told  me  that  the  check'  window  curtains  were 
her  own  making,  of  flax,  raifed,  dreffed,  and  fpun 
"by  herfelf  and  filler,  as  well  as  the  bed -furniture  of 
the  houfe.  A  gentleman  in  the  coachee  with  us, 
told  me  that  he  had  a  pair  of  breeches  of  it,  and 
that  it  was  ftouter  and  better  than  any  he  got  from 
Europe.  Mr,  Jfpin<v.^al,  of  Ne^jjha^ven^  is  the  public- 
fpirited  man  who  brought  it  forward  about  ten 
years  fmce ;  I  faw  his  houfe  on  the  right  hand, 
about  three  miles  before  v/e  came  to  Newhaven. 
In  this  diftridl  they  alfo  raife  a  great  deal  of  flax, 
and  fpin  and  weave  it  into  iheeting,  curtains,  bed- 
furniture,  &c.  &c.  of  which  1  faw  a  great  deal  ma- 
nufadluring. 

Morfe,  in  his  Geography,  mentions  a  difcovery, 
made  in  this  neighbourhood,  of  ejctrc^ding  oil  from 
fun-flower  feeds,  of  which  he  fays  large  quantities 
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are  made.  1  enquired  at  Hartford,  Mlddleton,  and 
many  other  places,  and  no  perfon  could  give  me  the 
leaft  information  about  it.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Newhaven,  there  is  an  infeft  that  pitches  on  the  wet 
linen  as  it  hangs  out  to  dry,  which  leaves  an  orange- 
red  ftain  behind,  that  cannot  be  got  out ;  it  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  real  cochineal  fly. 

As  we  approached  Newhaven,  I  obferved  three 
remarkable  high  mountains,  like  the  cliiFs  of  a  fea« 
coaft,  or  the  back  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  againft  which 
it  was  evident  the  fea  mull  formerly  have  beat,  al- 
though at  prefent  it  is  two  or  three  miles  witliin 
land,  Newhaven  Handing  below  it.  The  fea  has 
retired  from  this  coaft  very  conliderably,  within 
memory  of  many  of  the  Inhabitants ;  and  it  has  been 
gradually  retiring  ever  fince,  all  along  the  coaft,  as 
far  as  New  York  ;  fo  that  in  a  courfe  of  time,  it  is 
probable  Long  Ifland  may  become  a  part  of  the 
Continent.  This  is  eafiiy  to  be  accounted  for,  when 
we  confider  that,  befides  Connedlicut,  the  New 
Thames,  and  Stratford  Rivers,  there  are  thirty- 
eight  other  ftreams  empty  themfelves  into  the 
Sound.  Add  to  this,  that  when  a  current  fets  in 
from  the  N.  E.  the  mud  and  flime  brought  in  by  it 
muft  continually  be  depofited  there,  as  the  other  end 
of  the  Sound,  towards  New  York,  is  clofed  up 
nearly  by  large  beds  of  ftone,  which  occafions  thofe 
dangerous  eddies  called  Hell  Gates. 
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May  17.  I  arrived  at  Newhaven  to  dinner.  It 
is  a  very  neat  pleafant  town,  was  founded  in  1637. 
It  has  a  large  area  or  market  place  in  the  centre, 
one  hundred  yards  fquare.  Three  wide  ftreets, 
parallel  to  each  other,  lead  from  it  on  each  of  the 
four  fides.  There  are  four  churches  of  the  Prefby- 
terian  perfuafion,  one  Epifcopalian  chapel,  and  a 
Methodift  meeting.  Many  handfome  well-looking  , 
houfes,  though  chiefly  built  of  wood,  and  feparated 
by  a  court  or  garden  from  its  neighbour ;  a  very 
fandy  foil ;  the  fituation  low  and  flat.  The  fociety 
of  the  town  is  particularly  agreeable  and  pleafant; 
many  men  of  liberal  education  refiding  there  ;  to 
fome  of  whom  I  was  introduced  while  at  Hartford ; 
Dr.  Potter,  Dr.  Beach,  Pierpoint  Edwards,  Mr. 
Hilhoufe,  &c.  &c*  There  are  feveral  members  of 
the  Congrefs  who  occafionally  come  and  refide 
here,  befides  its  being  the  conftant  refldfence  of  the 
Provoft  and  gentlemen  belonging  to  Yale  College. 

I  went  over  the  College,  which  Hands  in  the  mar- 
ket place.  It  confifls  of  two  brick  edifices,  one 
hundred  feet  long,  and  three  ilory  high.  It  was 
founded  in  the  year  1700  :  it  was  but  in  bad  con- 
dition when  I  favv  it ;  very  dirty,  particularly  the 
library.  The  books  were  numerous,  but  very  old 
and  in  bad  condition  ;  two  large  globes  of  Senex's, 
a  large  electrical  apparatus,  a  good  refledling  telef- 
cope,  and  a  cabinet  of  curiofities,  with  which  I  was 
iauch  entertained  j  viz.  Indian  helmets,  curioufly 
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Wbven  witli  feathers ;  warlike  drefles  and  belts  of 
Wampum.    Two  large  teeth  of  the  Mammoth, 
found  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  in  the  fhape  of 
human  cheek  teeth ;  I  meafured  them  with  my 
handkerchief,  and  applied  it  to  a  foot  rule,  and 
found  their  dimenfions  to  be  twenty-two  inches 
round  horizontally,  and  tvyenty  inches  long  when  I 
meafured  longitudinally,  over  the  top  and  between 
the  roots.    The  Ikins  of  two  beautifully  fpotted 
fnakes,  eighteen  feet  long,  from  South  America; 
an  Indian  calumet  or  pipe  of  peace ;  a  young  alli- 
gator, preferved  in  fpirits  ;  inllruments  of  war  and 
of  filhing,  from  Nootka  Sound.    Cloth  made  at 
Otaheite.    A  curious  frog,  with  a  long  tail  like  a 
lizard.     Several  pieces  of  albeftos  found  in  that 
neighbourhood.    But  what  moft  particularly  ftruck 
me,  was  a  fnake  with  two  diftindl  heads  :  I  afked 
the  librarian,  whether  this  was  not  confidered  as  a 
monller,  a  hfus  nature  ?    He  alTured  me  not,  and> 
that  in  that  neighbourhood  they  had  often  been 
found  alive.    This  one  was  preferved  in  fpirits,  in 
fize,  colour,  and  fhape,  like  our  Jlonjo  'vjorm,  about 
eight  or  nine  inches  long ;  the  two  heads  were  of 
the  fame  fize,  and  every  way  perfect,  branching  off 
equally  from  the  trunk,  in  oppofite  dire6lions,  one 
inch  and  a  quarter  in  length.    I  afterwards  faw  at 
Philadelphia,  in  Peak's  mufeum,  two  others  of  this 
fort,  only  that  one  of  them  had  three  heads ;  nei- 
ther of  them  in  a  ftraight  direction  with  the  body* 
1  did  not  fee  Dr.  Styles,  the  prefident  of  the  col- 
D  2  lege. 
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lege,  as  he  was  gone  to  New  York  that  day.  The 
Hudents  had  all  been  difmiiTed  to  their  refpe6tiv« 
homes,  three  months  before,  on  account  of  the 
epidemic  or  putrid  fever,  which  then  raged  in  the 
town. 

We  dined  at  a  very  good  tavern  there.  We  had 
on  our  table,  mutton,  veal,  plenty  of  garden  fluff, 
with  cucumbers,  a  good  fallad,  with  cyder  and 
brandy,  for  all  which  we  paid  only  half  a  dollar, 
or  two  and  three-pence  flerling.  One  of  my  com- 
panions in  the  coach,  was  a  Mr.  M'Intolh,  originally 
from  Bocking,  in  EfTex.  He  took  me  in  a  one- 
horfe  chair  to  fee  his  large  manufa(9:ory,  which  he 
had  lately  eftablilhed  at  a  head  of  water,  about 
three  miles  from  Newhaven»  It  is  patronifed  by 
the  State,  which  has  already  advanced  him  ten 
thoofand  dollars,  and  engaged  to  go  as  far  as  fixty 
thoufand  ;  they  being  very  anxious  to  eftablifh  the 
woollen  and  cotton  manufadory  in  that  dill:rid« 
But  from  what  I  faw  of  the  undertaking,  I  am  con- 
vinced, a  great  deal  of  money  will  be  funk  to  very 
little  purpofe.  The  building  is  one  hundred  feet 
long,  thirty-eight  feet  wide,  and  four  ftory  high« 
There  is  not  a  fmgle  window  placed  on  the  north 
fide,  which  is  the  beft  of  all  lights  for  a  manufadory. 
There  were  two  carding  engines  finifhed  and  at 
work,  but  both  were  very  much  warped  and  crack« 
ed,  by  the  heat  and  drynefs  of  the  room,  as  well  as 
from  being  made  of  unfeafoned  wood.  Two  flub- 
bing and  two  fp inning  machines  of  good  and  com- 
plete 
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plete  workmanfliip,  but  the  cotton  yarn,  which 
was  then  fpinning,  was  not  better  than  candlewicic 
yarn.  He  has  a  water  wheel  of  thirty  feet  diame* 
ter,  and  eight  feet  wide,  but  I  think  they  will  often 
be  in  want  of  water  to  drive  it :  the  cards  were  very 
badly  made.  He  has  ereded  forges  on  the  fpot, 
and  is  making  the  heavy  wrought  and  call  iron 
wheels,  braffes,  fcrews^  fpindles,  &c.  at  a  vail  ex« 
pence.  The  coal  for  working  and  fmelting  is 
is  brought  from  Virginia.  A  vafl  number  of  work- 
men are  employed  in^  this  department  at  a  very  heavy 
expence.  He  has  many  Englilh  workmen  engaged 
at  great  wages,  particularly  one  from  Sir  George 
Young's  manufadory  at  Ottery,  in  Devonfnire, 
who  engages  to  undertake  the  fpinning  woriled 
by  water ;  a  promife  I  do  not  think  he  will  ever 
perform, 

i' 

Newhaven  feems  a  neat  pleafant  town,  but  lies 
low,  and  as  feveral  flagnant  waters  near  it  which 
accounts  for  the  contagious  fevers  and  diforders  fo 
common  there,  I'here  is  a  long  wharf  projects 
forty  yards  into  the  fea,  againil  which  vefTels  moor 
to  receive  their  cargoes.  I  counted  about  twenty 
in  the  harbour,  but  there  were  none  of  more  than 
two  hundredjtons  burden ;  the  water  being  too  ihallow 
for  large  velTels.  Three  or  four  packets  fail  every 
week  from  hence  to  New  York,  which  is  ninety- 
four  miles  diftance,  for  a  palTage  on  board  of  which, 
you  pay  two  dollars  and  a.  half,  (or  eleven  (hillings 
.      D3  and 
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and  threepence  fterling)  and  are  found  in  diet  and 
bedding,  and  every  thing  neceflary.  The  remainder 
of  the  road  by  land  to  New  York,  being  no  ways 
pleafant,  and  fome  part  very  rough  and  ilony,  I 
determined  to  go  by  water- 


General  Obfervations  on  the  Country  through  which 
I  have  already  pajfed* 

The  beft  houfes  in  Connedicut  are  inhabited  by 
lawyers.  The  fpring  feafon  about  three  weeks  later 
than  in  England.  They  raife  pine  apples  here; 
Mr.  Afton  Harvey,  of  Salem,  and  Mr.  Barrell,  of 
Bollon,  have  excellent  hot  houfes :  1  bought  vtry 
good  ones  at  New  York  for  twenty-pence  a  piece 
fterling,  but  thefe  were  brought  from  the  Bahama 
Iflands.  Moft  country  families  make  a  foft  foap 
for  common  ufe,  out  of  afties,  and  kitchen  ftulF  or 
fat.  I  found  it  lathered  like  any  other  foap,  and 
fcoured  as  clean  i  no  tax  on  foap  or  candles. 

The  bread  in  moH  country  places  is  very  bad  ; 
rather  indiiFerent  at  Bofton,  (at  the  lodging  houfes 
at  leaft)  but  very  good  at  New  York.  I  have  feen 
fcarce  one  field  of  turnips,  and  very  few  of  wheats 
Moll  of  the  good  houfes  have  a  condudor  on  the 
top,  by  which  means,  though  they  have  frequent 
and  heavy  ftorms  of  thunder  and  lightning,  they 
feldom  do  much  mifchief. 

A  great 
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A  great  variety  of  birds,  very  different  from 
ours ;  wood  peckers  of  many  different  kinds,  fome 
of  very  beautiful  plumage  ;  fly  catchers  and  king 
birds.  This  lail,  though  a  fm all  bird,  is  a  great 
tyrant  and  will  attack  almoit  any  bird.  If  it  meets 
a  hawk  you  may  fee  them  both  mount  inftantly  al- 
moft  perpendicular,  but  the  king  bird  has  the  ad- 
vantage, and  will  fix  himfelf  on  the  back  of  the 
hawk  till  he  has  torn  off  his  feathers  and  vanquifhed 
him. 

The  houfes  which  we  paffed  in  the  woods  ar« 
generally  built  after  the  following  mode:  a  framed 
work  of  tiiyiber,  weather  boarded  and  roofed  with 
fhingles,  two  llory  high,  belides  the  attic ;  a  good 
cellar  beneath  with  three  fteps  up  into  the  houfe, 
two  windows  on  each  fide  the  door,  five  in  the  next 
llory,  all  fafhed,  and  the  whole  neatly  painted; 
fome  of  a  free  ftone  colour,  others  white  with  green 
doors  and  window  Ih utters.  The  women  and  chil- 
dren in  moil  of  the  country  places,  go  without  caps, 
ilioes,  or  llockings. 

Eight  years  ago,  the  road  from  Bofton  to  New- 
haven  a  diftance  of  one  hundred  and  feventy  miles, 
could  fcarcely  maintain  two  ftages  and  twelve 
horfes  ;  now  it  maintains  twenty  ftages  weekly,  with 
upwards  of  an  hundred  horfes  ;  fomuch  is  travelling 
encreafed  in  this  diftridl. 
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Saturday.  At  four  o'clock  in  the  evening,  I  went 
on  board  the  Catharine  Packet,  Captain  Clark> 
juft  then  opportunely  fetting  fail,  as  I  returned 
from  Mr,  M'lntolli's  manufadory.  I  found  good 
and  convenient  accommodation  aboard  this  packet, 
which  was  kept  very  neat  and  clean,  according  to 
the  account  BrijfTot  gave  of  them.  We  weighed 
anchor  immediately,  with  a  very  fine  north  wind. 
At  eight  o'clock,  we  paffengers,  twelve  in  number, 
fat  down  to  regale  ourfelves  on  tea,  coffee,  bifcuit, 
bread  and  butter,  clams,  radiihes,  cyder,  brandy 
and  water,  &c.  &c.  Two  of  our  company  were 
ladies,  for  whom,  two  beds  in  the  inner  cabin  were 
provided,  perfectly  decent  and  well  contrived.  In 
the  outer  cabin,  there  were  only  eight  beds  for  ten 
of  us.  Upon  drawing  lots,  I  was  fortunate  enough 
to  get  number  one,  which  entitled  me  to  the  firll 
choice.  I  chofe  the  upper  birth,  on  the  larboard 
fide,  where  I  had  a  little  flide  to  open  in  the  fide  of 
the  vefTel  for  air,  whenever  I  found  it  grow  too  warm 
which  I  found  very  convenient.  The  veffel  failed 
fo  fteady,  that  I  could  hardly  conceive  that  I  was 
on  fhipboard ;  yet,  to  my  great  aflonifhment,  we 
reached  New  York  in  lefs  than  eight  hoars,  failing 
twelve  knots  an  hour.  When  I  heard  the  Captain 
call  out  that  we  were  pafTmg  Hell  Gates?  I  llarted 
from  my  bed,  and  went  on  deck  to  fee  this  tre- 
mendous eddy.  A  vaft  number  of  rocks  feem  to 
lie  in  the  bed  of  the  channel,  which  occaiions  the 
tide  at  every  ebb  and  flow  to  roll  over  them  with  a 
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monftrous  furge;  and  yet  to  thofe  who  are  ac- 
quainted  with  the  palFage,  there  is  very  little  dan- 
ger ;  it  refembled  Ihooting  London  bridge.  Long 
Ifland,  which  was  clofe  on  our  left  hand,  appeared 
very  pleafant ;  neat  country  houfes  difperfed  all 
along  the  fea  fhore,  with  pleafant  gardens  and 
flirubberies  adjoining,  I  particularly  obferved  Mr, 
Delafield's,  who  is  faid  to  have  made  a  confiderable 
fortune  at  once,  by  buying  up  the  American  bonds, 
which  the  government  paid  off  at  par.  We  alfo 
faw  on  the  New  York  fide,  the  large  cotton  manu- 
fadlory  belonging  to  Dickfon,  Living fton  and  Co« 
which  I  purpofe  vifiting. 


Account  of  the  City  of  New  YorL 

WE  moored  our  veffel  at  Burling  flip  at  four  in  the 
morning,  and  after  a  little  refrefliment  I  landed,  and 
enquired  out  the  Tontine  coffee-houfe.  New  York 
is  much  more  like  a  city  than  Bofton,  having  broad 
footways  paved,  with  a  curb  to  feparate  them  from 
the  road.  ^The  llreets  are  wider,  and  the  houfes  in 
a  better  ftyle»  Bofton  is  the  Briftol,  New  York  the 
Liverpool,  and  Philadelphia  the  London,  of  Ame- 
rica. The  Tontine  tavern  and  coffee-houfe  is  a 
handfome  large  brick  building  j  you  afcend  fix  or 
D  s,  eight 
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eight  fteps  undegr  a  portico,  into  a  large  public*  room 
which  is  the  Stock  Exchange  of  New  York,  whe^e 
all  bargains  are  made.  Here  are  two  books  kept, 
as  at  Lloyd's,  of  every  fhip's  arrival  and  clearing 
out.  This  houfe  was  built  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  merchants,  by  Tontine  fhares  of  two  hundred 
pounds  each.  It  is  kept  by  Mr.  Flyde,  formerly  a 
woollen -draper  in  London.  You  can  lodge  and 
board  there  at  a  common  table,  and  you  pay  ten 
fliiliings  currency  a  day,  whether  you  dine  out  or 
not.  No  appearance  of  fhop  windows  as  in  London  ; 
only  ilcres,  which  make  no  fhew  till  you  enter  the 
Jioufes.  Houfe  rent  is  very  dear ;  a  hundred 
pounds  llerling  a  year  is  a  very  ufual  price  for  a 
common  Horekeeper. 

Dined  the  iirft  day  with  Mr.  Comfort  Sands,  a 
conliderable  merchant,  to  whom  I  brought  a  letter 
from  his  fon  in  London.  In  the  evening  called  on 
Mr.  Jay,  brother  to  the  Embaffador,  and  took  a. 
walk  with  him  and  Mr.  Armftrong,  to  the  Belvi- 
dere,  about  two  miles  out  of  New  York  towards  the 
Sound^ — an  elegant  tea  drinking  houfe,  encircled 
with  a  gallery,  at  one  flory  high,  where  company 
can  walk  round  the  building  and  enjoy  the  fine 
profpedl  of  New  York  harbour  and  flapping. 
You  have  a  delightful  fea  view  from  thence,  com- 
manding Staten,  Long  Ifland,  and  Governor*s 
Ifland,  Paulus  Hook,  Brooklyn  and  the  Sound, 
names  very  familiar  to  us  during  the  American  war. 

There 
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There  were  alfo  formerly  fine  orchards  on  the  lands 
fide,  but  thefe  were  entirely  cut  down  by  the  troops 
for  winter  firing. 

From  hence  we  croffed  the  Bofton  road,  to  another 
tea  drinking  houfe  and  garden,  the  Indian  Queen. 
This  place  was  filled  by  Frenchmen  with  their 
families.  Here  they  all  wear  the  tricoloured  cock- 
ade, I  obferved,  whether  ariflocrats  or  democrats. 

May  19.  Dined  with  Mr.  Jay,  and  in  the 
evening  went  to  the  theatre  with  Mrs.  Sands 
and  her  two  daughters.  Mrs.  Cowley's  play, 
A  Bold  Stroke  for  a  Hufband,  with  the  farce  of  Hob  im 
the  Well ;  the  a£lors  moftly  from  England  :  price  of 
admittance  to  the  boxes,  one  dollar.  A  very  bad 
theatre  ;  a  new  one  is  going  to  be  built  by  fubfcrip- 
tion,  under  the  direction  of  Hodgkinfon,  the  prefent 
manager,  Mrs.  Wrighten,  who  ufed  to  fing  at 
Vauxhall  twenty  years  ago,  and  was  afterwards  an 
aftrefs  at  Briftol,  is  one  of  their  principal  female 
performers ;  her  voice  is  as  clear  and  Ihrill  as  ever* 
I  think  them  altogether  far  inferior  to  the  Bolton 
company. 

In  1740,  there  was  but  one  printing  prefs  in  New 
York ;  now  there  are  near  twenty,  and  fome  map 
.engravers.  The  following  newfpapers  are  pub* 
fhed  at  New  York :  the  Daily  A^vertifer,  American 
Minerva,  Daily  Gazette,  Diary y  Evening  Fojt,  Green-^ 
D  6  leafs 
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leafs  Nenjo  Tork  Journal,  publifhed  Wednefdays  and 
Saturdays,  price  to  fubfcribers  three  dollars,  or 
thirteen  fliillings  and  fixpence  fterling  per  annum  5 
and  one  other  that  I  do  not  know  the  name  oL 

At  firft  my  lodgings  were  at  the  Tontine  cofFee 
houfe,  but  afterwards  I  moved  to  more  private  lodg- 
ings, at  Mrs.  I.ormg's,  near  the  battery.  This  is 
the  pleafanteil  lituation  imaginable.  Our  common 
fitting  room  was  fifty  feet  by  thirty,  and  twenty  in 
height,  with  windows  on  two  fides  of  it.  As  we  fat 
at  dinner,  we  could  fee  the  vefTels,  on  one  fide  the 
room,  failing  out  of  the  harbour  ;  and  on  the  other^ 
the  fame  turning  up  Hudfon's  River,  apparently 
failing  round  the"  houfe,  within  fifty  yards  of  us. 
We  could  alfo  fee  Long  Ifland,  Governor's,  and 
Staten  Iflands,  as  well  as  the  Narrows  beyond 
them  all,  where  every  fhip  muft  firft  appear,  before 
It  can  make  the  harbour;  and  with  our  glalTes  we 
could  defcry  them,  oftentimes  a  day  before  they 
came  in.  It  was  fo  much  of  fea,  that  we  could  fee 
the  porpoifes  roll  and  tumble  about  at  no  great 
diilance  from  us.  At  this  houfe  lodged  Mr,  Genet> 
the  late  French  Embafiador ;  Mr.  Jofeph  Prieftly, 
waiting  the  arrival  of  his  father ;  Mr.  Henry^  of 
Manchefter;  Captain  Lindzey,  formerly  of  his 
majeily's  fhip,  the  Pearl  frigate,  and  two  or  three 
gentlemen  from  Connedicut* 


Mr.  Genet  is  on  the  eve  of  marriage  with  Gene- 
ral 
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ral  Clinton's  daughter.  Being  a  Girondift,  he  muH 
not  return  to  France  again  :  he  has  now  bought  an 
eftate  near  Jamaica,  in  Long  Ifland,  where  he  in- 
tends wholly  to  refide.  Mr*  Prieftly  came  out  in 
O6lober  laft,  with  a  view  of  engaging  in  the  cotton 
manufadure,  but  he  has  now  no  great  opinion  of 
that  line.  He  has  been  to  infpedl  feveral  of  the 
moft  confiderable  manufadures,  particularly  that 
large  undertaking  at  Paterfon,  near  Newark,  in 
which  Colonel  Hamilton  fo  much  interefts  himfelf. 
He  fays,  it  has  been  brought  forward  at  a  very 
heavy  expence,  is  badly  condu6led,  and  will  be- 
come a  heavy  lofs  to  the  firit  undertakers;  and  that 
fuch  undertakings  will  continue  to  decline,  till  the 
country  is  fo  full  of  inhabitants,  as  not  to  employ 
themfelves  on  the  land,  which  at  prefent  commands 
a  great  preference." 

Under  this  convidion,  he,  with  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr« 
Vaughan,  Mr.  Humphries',  Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  Fitz- 
fimmons,  a  member  of  congrefs,  and  many  others^ 
had  contraded  for  three  hundred  thoufand  acres,  on 
the  Sufquehanah,  about  forty  miles  above  Northum«» 
berland,  near  the  Loyal  Soc  Creek,  intending  there 
to  form  an  Englifh  fettlement ;  but  owning  to  the 
abfence  of  Mr.  Cooper,  who  went  to  England  to 
fetch  his  family,  and  fome  difagreements  among  the 
parties,  the  fcheme  is  fince  given  up, 

Mr.  Priam  at  dinner  one  day,  was  telling  us,  that 

in 
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in  the  neighbourhood  of  Worcefter,  in  Conne6lIcut, 
when  their  apple  trees  grow  old  and  decayed,  it  was 
cuftomary  to  ftrip  oiF  the  bark,  from  fuch  trees,  and 
then  it  would  have  a  new  fmooth  bark,  and  bear 
with  frefh  vigour.  This  diverted  Mr.  Genet  ex- 
tremely; he  was  too  polite  to  fay  diredly,  that  he 
doubted  the  fadl ;  but  declared  that  he  thought  the 
receipt  for  reiloring  youth,  had  been  loft  ever  fince 
the  days  of  Medea  :  that  it  was  a  moft  happy  difco- 
very,  and  if  it  could  be  removed  from  trees  to  men, 
he  would  himfelf,  when  he  was  old,  undergo  the  ope- 
ration, and  publifti  the  receipt  for  the  good  of 
mankind.  We  all  rallied  the  gentleman  a  good  deal 
upon  it,  as  it  is  generally  underftood,  when  you 
ftrip  a  tree  of  its  bark,  you  kill  it.  Mr.  Priam, 
however,  the  next  day  brought  Mr.  White,  another 
gentleman  of  Conne6licut,  to  us  at  breakfaft,  who 
confirmed  the  afTertion  as  a  fad  within  his  own 
knowledge. 

May  20.  In  the  evening,  I  went  with  Mr.  Prieftly 
and  Mr.  Armftrong,  in  a  boat,  over  to  Long  Iftand. 
We  walked  over  the  lines  and  trenches  at  Brooklyn, 
occupied  in  the  late  wars,  firft  by  General  Waftiing- 
ton  and  the  Americans,  and  afterwards  by  General 
Howe  and  the  Britifh  troops*  It  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  a  very  ftrong  poft. 

May  21.  I  went  with  Mr.  Hyde  and  Mr.  Arm- 
ftrong in  a  chaife,  to  a  country  houfe  and  garden, 

belong- 
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belonging  to  the  former ;  here  I  obferved  the  peas 
and  beans  were  entirely  burnt  up  by  the  fun  for  want 
of  rain;  he  faid,  the  foil  here  was  fo  fandy,  that 
they  required  rain  every  other  day,  and  there  had 
none  fallen  now  for  the  laft  two  months :  he  a/ked 
me  if  I  could  fend  him  a  gardener  from  England  ;  if 
unmarried,  he  would  give  him  forty  pounds  a  year 
currency,  befides  his  board,  and  would  pay  his 
pafTage  in  the  fteerage;  if  married,  he  would  alfo 
board  his  wife,  and  employ  her  in  walhing,  ironings 
and  any  other  work  fhe  was  fit  for,  at  the  ufual 
wages. 

May  22.  After  a  very  hot  and  fultry  day,  (ther- 
mometer at  86)  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  came  on  a 
very  heavy  thunder  florm,  with  lightning,  which 
lailed  twelve  hours ;  the  wind  was  fouth-well  at 
its  commencement,  but  foon  after  changed  to  north- 
wefl.  A  friend  of  mine  in  England,  who  kept  a 
daily  account  of  the  weather,  ftates  it  at  this  time, 
in  Wiltfhire,  to  be  uncommonly  cold  ;  the  wind 
changing  vice  verfa,  from  N.  W,  to  S.  W.  dull  and 
cloudy,  but  no  rain.  By  comparing  his  account 
with  mine,  I  find  the  weather  very  of  ten  the  reverfe 
of  each  other :  for  inftance,  the  feventeenth  of  May 
was  clofe,  hot,  thundery  weather  in  England ;  at 
New  York  it  was  fuch  a  hard  froil,  as  entirely  to 
deftroy  their  crop  of  French  beans.  The  iall  win* 
ter,  which  has  been  altogether  fo  intenfely  cold 
with  usj  has  been  uncommonly  mild  with  them. 

A  clofe 


64 


EXCURSION  TO  THE 


A  clofe  comparifon  of  fuch  meteorological  diaries^ 
might,  perhaps,  lead  to  fome  ufeful  difcoveries  re- 
fpedling  the  weather  and  its  variations. 

May  2^^  Though  the  rain  has  ceafed,  it  is  ftill 
hot  and  clofe,  and  the  night  infupportable.  I  went 
this  morning,  with  Mr.  Prieftly  and  Mr.  Henry,  to 
breakfaft  with  General  Gates,  the  hero  of  Saratoga. 
He  has  a  very  pleafant  country  fituation,  about 
three  miles  from  New  York,  on  the  borders  of  the 
Sound;  from  whence  you  have  a  good  view  of 
Long  Ifland,  and  of  the  fliipping.  He  received  us 
very  hofpitably.  His  wife  is  a  pleafant,  chatty,  fat 
little  woman,  of  fixty  ;  and  defcribed  to  us  a  vifit 
paid  to  them  by  an  Indian  warrior,  whofe  dignity  of 
manners,  and  ferious  behaviour,  were  both  engaging 
and  refpeflable. — Seeing  a  fervant  holding  a  filver 
waiter,  and  carrying  the  cups  thereon,  he  obferved, 
*^  the  fervant  was  putting  it  to  a  wrong  ufe  ;  a  hole 
fliould  have  been  drilled  in  it,  and  it  (hould  have 
been  hung  round  the  neck,  for  then  it  would  have 
made  an  excellent  breaft  plate."  He  alfo  remarked 
on  the  want  of  good  judgment  among  the  white 
people,  in  having  their  bed-rooms  piled  on  the  top 
of  the  others  ;  walking  upwards  is  fo  unnatural, 
efpecially  when  there  was  fo  much  room  on  the 
ground;  belides,  you  were  in  that  fituation  fo  eafily 
furprifed  by  the  enemy,  who  could  put  a  fire  under 
you,  and  burn  you,  while  you  were  alleep.''  Many 
other  obfervations,  equally  odd,  he  alfo  made,  all  of 
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which  I  make  no  doubt  he  was  convinced  were  ac- 
cording to  the  true  dictates  of  nature  and  common 
fenfe,  and  the  fitnefs  and  reafon  of  things. 

The  old  general,  upon  finding  I  came  from  Wilt- 
ihire,  called  me  countryman,  and  faid  he  was  born 
not  far  from  me,  near  Totnefs,  in  Devonihire.  He 
is  quite  the  uncle  Toby  j  all  his  ideas  and  expreffions 
are  Hill  military  ;  at  the  fame  time  fo  modeft,  as  not 
to  mention  tny  thing  relating  to  Saratoga,  or  any 
of  his  own  military  atchievements.  We  were  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  advance  of  land,  and  he  informed  us  of  a 
large  tradl  within  his  own  knowledge,  bought  five 
years  ago,  for  three-pence  an  acre,  and  lately  fold 
again  at  four  fnillings.  Chancellor  Livingflon,  who 
called  on  us  at  Mrs.  Loring's  ta  day,  fays  that,  on 
an  average,  in  the  lafl  twelvemonth,  they  have 
doubled  in  value ;  that  eighteen  months  ago,  he 
was  offered  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  acres 
for  two  fhillings  an  acre ;  that  a  week  after,  when 
inclined  to  accept  it,  he  found  it  had  been  fold  at 
two  fhillings  and  fixpence ;  but  that  lately,  it  had 
been  difpofed  of  at  fixteen  fhillings  an  acre* 

May  24,  1794.  As  I  was  getting  up  in  the 
morning,  I  heard  drums  beating  and  fifes  playing. 
I  ran  to  the  window,  and  faw  a  large  body  of  peo- 
ple on  the  other  fide  of  the  Governor's  Houfe,  with 
flags  ^ying,  and  marching  two  and  two  towards  the 
water-fide.    What,  thought  I,  can  the  meaning  of 
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this  be?  The  peaceful  Americans  with  the  enfignsrf 
war?  What!  have  the  Americans  a  Handing  army 

'  too  in  time  of  peace  ?  The  found  of  the  drum  is 
what  I  have  not  heard  iince  I  left  England.  I 
haflened  down  flairs,  and  the  myilery  was  foon 
explained  :  it  was  a  procefTion  of  young  tradefmeu- 
going  in  boats  to  Governor's  Ifland,  to  give  the 
flate  a  day's  work.    Fortifications  are  there  eredling 

'  for  flrengthening  the  entrance  to  New  York  har-^ 
bour;  it  is  a  patriotic  and  general, refolution  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  city,  to  work  a  day  gratis,  with- 
out any  diftinftion  of  rank  or  condition,  for  the 
public  advantage,  on  thefe  fortifications.  To-day, 
the  whole  trade  of  carpefiters  and  joiners ;  yefterday, 
the  body  of  mafons  ;  before  this,  the  grocers, 
fchool-maflers,  coopers,  and  barbers ;  next  Monday, 
all  the  a^ttorneys  and  men  concerned  in  the  law, 
handle  the  mattock  and  Ihovel,  the  whole  day,  and 
carry  their  provifions  with  them.  How  noble  i$ 
this  I  How  it  cheriflies  unanimity  and  love  for  their 
country  I  How  much  does  it  tend  to  unite  all  ranks 
of  people,  and  reader  the  focial  compadl  firm  and 
united  1 

Young  Prieftly  and  Dr.  Henry^s  fon,  of  Man- 
chefter,  who  have  juft  enrolled  themfelves  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  tell  me,  that  they  worked 
with  fpade,  pix-axe,  and  wheel-barrow,  a  whole 
day  there,  amidH  the  moil  chearful  fociety  imagi- 
nable. 

May 
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May  26.  Great  expedlations  by  fome  and  ap- 
prehenfions  by  others,  are  entertained  of  a  war 
with  England,  on  account  of  Simcoe's  having  entered 
the  territory  of  the  United  States  at  the  falls  of 
Miami,  and  built  a  fort  there.  Mr.  Randolph,  the 
fecretary,  has  written  to  Mr.  Hammond,  our  envoy 
at  Philadelphia,  upon  it,  and  his  anfwer  is  by  no 
means  conciliatory. 

May  27.  Mr.  J.  Prieftly,  Mr.  Henry,  and  my- 
felf,  dined  with  Mr.  Ofgood,  formerly  a  confiderable 
merchant,  but  now  retired  from  bulinefs.  He  is  a 
leading  man  in  the  anti-federal  intereft.  He  mar- 
ried a  widow  of  the  name  of  Franklin,  with  whom 
he  had  a  fortune  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds. 

May  28.  We  three  went  over  to  Governor's 
Ifland,  to  fee  the  new  fortifications.  General  Clin- 
ton was  there  to  infped  the  trying  of  fome  cannon 
jufl:  planted  on  the  new  battery,  and  we  faw  the  firft 
difcharge,  and  afterwards  returned  with  his  Excels 
lency,  in  his  eight-oared  barge. 

.1  went  with  Mr.  Lewis  to  the  federal  hall,  to  fee 
the  entry  in  the  Hate  books  of  fome  flock  bought  for 
a  friend  of  mine  in  England  ;  there  I  was  fhewn  a 
handfome  library,  with  a  large  collection  of  books 
fome  good  paintings  alfo  by  Trumbull  (an  Ame* 
rican  artift,  ftudent  under  Weft)  of  General  Wafli- 
ington.  Governor  Clinton,  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  the 
fecretary  of  the  treafury. 


68 


EXCURSION  TO  THE 


May  30.  This  is  the  eighth  day  of  fucceflive  rain> 
all  the  cellars  and  underground  kitchens  in  the 
neighbourhood  are  afloat ;  at  Mrs.  Loring's  we 
walked  on  boards  to  the  garden. 

It  is  obferved  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia^ 
that  the  rains  which,  have  fallen  fo  heavily  from  the 
twenty-fecond  of  May,  to  the  middle  of  June  are 
very  uncommon.  At  Philadelphia,  the  river  De* 
la  war  has  rifen  three  inches  higher  than  was  ever 
known  before.  Thefe  are  generally  very  dry 
months. 

Maj  3 1 .  Went  with  a  party  to  fee  Dickfon^s  cot- 
ton manufa6lory  at  Hell  Gates,  about  five  miles 
from  New  York.  It  is  worked  by  a  breaft  water 
wheel,  twenty  feet  diameter.  There  are  two  large 
buildings  four  llory  high,  and  eighty  feet  long.  In 
one  Ihop  1  faw  twenty-iix  looms  at  work,  w^eaving 
fuftians,  calicoes,  nankeens,  nankinets,  dimities.  Sec. 
and  there  are  ten  other  looms  in  theneighbourhoodo. 
They  have  the  new-invented  fpring  fhuttle.  They 
alfo  fpin  by  water,  ufing  all  the  new  improvements 
of  Arkwright  and  others.  Twelve  or  fourteen 
workmen  from  Manchefler.  All  the  machinery  in 
wood,  fteel,  and  brafs,  were  made  on  the  fpot  from 
models  brought  from  England  and  Scotland.  They 
are  training  up  women  and  children  to  the  bufinefs,. 
of  whom  I  faw  twenty  or  thirty  at  work ;  they  give 
the  women  two  dollars  a  week,  and  find  them  in 
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%oard  and  lodging  ;  the  children  are  bound  appren- 
tice till  twenty-one  years  of  age,  with  an  engage- 
ment to  board,  clothe  and  educate  them.  They 
have  the  machine  called  the  mule,  at  which  they 
have  fpun  cotton  yarn  fo  fine  as  twenty-one  hundred 
fcains  to  the  pound,  and  they  purpofe  making  muf- 
lins.  My  obfervations  on  the  undertaking  are;  — 
the  fituation  is  not  well  chofen ;  they  have  funk  a 
vail  deal  of  money  in  buildings  and  machinery  un» 
necelTarily,  which  is  a  heavy  tax  on  the  under- 
taking, fo  that  the  interefl  of  the  money  will  eat  up 
almoil  all  the  profit ;  they  are  fo  deficient  in  water 
in  fummer  time  to  keep  the  wheel  going,  that  to 
remedy  this,  a  thoufand  pounds  more  is  to  be  laid 
out,  to  ere6l  in  the  fea  another  large  wheel  to  Work 
by  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide,  to  raife  water  into 
the  refervoir,  to  fupply  this  deficiency.  The  En- 
gliQi  workmen  are  diffatisfied,  and  ready  to  leave 
the  fadory  as  foon  as  they  have  faved  up  a  few 
pounds,  in  order  to  become  landholders  up  the 
country,  and  arrive  at  independence.  The  com« 
pany  alfo  try  at  too  many  things,  and  the  goods 
they  make  are  very  inferior  to  what  they  get  from 

The  famous  cotton  manufa£lory  for  fuHians, 
corderoys,  and  jeans,  at  Beverley,  in  MalTachufets, 
of  which  fuch  favorable  hopes  were  entertained  for 
five  years  paft,  does  not  anfwer;  fo  fays  Mr.  C.  V, 
of  Bofton,  who  belongs  to  a  fociety  for  encouraging 

under- 
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undertakings  of  this  kind.  They  had  a  capital  lent 
them  at  three  per  cent,  and  worklhops  built  for 
them,  and  yet  they  are  gone  behind  hand. 

I  faw  another  cotton  manufactory  at  Brooklyn, 
in  Long  Ifland  ; — a  double  carding  engine  worked 
by  a  horfe;  a  flubbing,  and  two  fpinning  machines, 
all  of  very  good  workmanlhip.  This  was  a  fmall 
concern,  where  they  make  yarn  for  fale,  and  employ 
no  weavers ;  and  it /eems  to  anfwer  well. 

The  general  error  of  all  their  large  undertakings 
has  been,  their  laying  out  their  capital  in  large 
buildings  and  an  unneceflary  Hock  of  machinery,  &c. 
which  brings  a  heavy  mortgage  on  the  concern,  be- 
fore they  adlually  begin.  They  alfo  put  the  whole 
bulinefs  under  the  care  of  a  chief  workman  (being 
ignorant  themfelves)  who  has  no  intereft  in  an 
ceconomical  management  of  the  concern.  The 
large  cotton  manufactory  at  Paterfon,  fifteen  miles 
weft  of  New  York,  has  almoft  been  ruined  twice  by 
fuch  men. 

Jum  I .  Prieftly,  Henry,  and  myfelf,  went,  ac- 
companied by  Mr.  Genet,  (the  ci-devant  ambaffa- 
dor  from  France)  to  the  new  Prelbyterian  Meeting, 
where  we  heard  Dr.  Rodgers  preach,  and  after- 
wards adminifter  the  Lord's  Supper  to  near  two 
hundred  people,  who,  in  companies  of  forty  or  fifty 
at  a  time,  fucceeded  each  other  in  a  large  enclofed 

part 
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part  of  the  Meeting,  near  the  commuBion  table. 

I  invite,"  fays  he,  all  of  you  to  partake  of  the 
Lord's  Supper ;  but  none,"  faid  he,  lifting  up  his 
hand,  and  throwing  his  palm  outwards  towards 
Governor  Clinton's  feat,  where  the  Prieftlys'  were, 

no  none  of  thofe  who  deny  the  divinity  of  our 
Saviour  !"  Q^ery — was  this  a  mark  of  his  attach- 
ment to  the  principles  of  Chriftianity — or  of  illibe- 
rality  ?  As  foon  as  we  came  out,  Mr.  Lewis  ad- 
dreiTed  us  with  the  pleallng  news  that  the  Sanfom, 
the  Ihip  in  which  Dr.  Pri^llly  embarked  from  Eng- 
land, was  arrived  at  Sandy  Hook  ;  where  fhe  waited 
for  a  pilot,  and  would  probably  come  up  the  Nar- 
rows the  next  day.  The  town  had  been  fome  time 
expedling  his  arrival,  and  feveral  focieties  intended 
ihewing  him  particular  honor. 

In  the  afternoon  I  went  to  hear  Dr.  Lynn,  at  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church :  this  is  a  large  handfome 
meeting-houfe,  with  an  organ  in  the  gallery.  The 
prayers  in  Englifh,  and  the  fermon  delivered  extern-  , 
pore,  as  is  the  cafe  at  all  the  meetings.  They  ufe 
Dr.  Watts 's  Pfalms,  mixed  with  fome  others  of 
Heidelburgh  compolition,  and  there  is  bound  up  at 
the  end,  the  confelTion  of  Dort  and  of  Augfburgh ; 
alfo  the  form  ufed  in  marriage,  which  is  there 
always  performed  in  the  evening.  No  places  ©f 
worlhip  are  open  three  times  a  day,  except  the  two 
epifcopal  churches  (and  St.  George's  chapel,  I  be- 
lieve.) 

Owing 
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Owing  to  fome  accidents,  or  contrary  wind,  Df , 
•and  Mrs.  Priellly  did  not  arrive  till  Wednefday,thc 
fourth  of  June.  Jofeph  Prieftly,  their  eldeft  fon, 
who  had  been  waiting  three  weeks  or  a  month  for 
their  arrival,  took  a  boat  to  meet  them  as  the  fhip 
came  in,  and  they  landed  at  the  Battery  in  as  private 
a  manner  aspoffible,  where  young  Mrs.  Priellly  and 
a  friend  or  two  received  them ;  they  went  immedi- 
ately to  Mrs.  Loring's  lodging-houfe  clofe  by.  It 
was  foon  known  through  the  city,  and  next  morning 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  New  York  came  to  pay 
their  refpedls  and  congratulations;  among  others. 
Governor  Clinton,  Dr.  Prevooft,  bifhop  of  New 
York,  Mr.  Ofgood,  late  envoy  to  Great  Britain, 
the  heads  of  the  college,  moH  of  the  principal  mer- 
<:hants,  and  deputations  from  the  corporate  body 
and  other  focieties.  No  man  in  any  public  capacity 
could  be  received  with  more  refpedl  than  he  was. 
The  Addreffes  delivered  to  him  by  a  deputation 
from  Columbia  college,  from  the  Democratic  and 
Tammany  focieties,  from  the  body  of  Britifh  and 
Irifti  republican  fettlers,  &c.  &c.  are  already  pub- 
lifhed  in  all  the  papers,  with  the  Dodor's  Anfwers. 

One  circumftance  is  worthy  notice ;  his  anfwer 
to  the  Democratic  fociety,  which  plcafed  every 
body,  except  the  fociety  itfelf.  They  had  addrefled 
him  with  a  view  of  his  uniting  with  them,  as  a  par- 
tizan  agalnfl:  that  country  that  had  ufed  him  fo  ill ; 
but  the  Doftor,  true  to  his  profeffions  when  in  Eng- 
land, 
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land,  told  them,  he  came  there  not  to  be  a  public  or 
political  charaaer,  nor  to  accept  of  any  public 
■  employment,  but  to  fpend  his  days  in  fludy,  and 
privacy  with  his  own  family,  his  thcee  fons  being 
already  fettled  among  them. 

The  firll  principles  of  this  club,  is  a  roofed  aver- 
fion  to  the  government  and  policy  of  Great  Britain  ; 
and  a  clofe  attachment  to  French  politics.  It 
produced  the  following  excellent  Letter,  addrelTed 
to  him  in  the  public  papers,  which  feemed  to  be 
generally  well  received : 

«  To  JOSEPH  PRIESTLY,  LL.  D.  cifa 

SIR, 

^- A  S  T  R  A  N  G  E  R  arrived  in  a  new 
country,  with  whofe  opinions,  habits.  Sec,  he  has 
but  that  imperfed  acquaintance  which  is  formed  by 
literary  correfpendence,  will  be  fafer  by  preferving 
a  refpe£lful  dillance  from,  than  by  an  intimate 
union  with  any  party,  who  may  Hep  forward  and 
endeavour,  by  a  flattering  addrefs,  to  prepoffefs  his 
mind  in  their  favor. 

Your  Anfwer  to  the  Addrefs  of  the  Democra- 
tic fociety  of  New  York  is  modeft  and  decent ;  it 
conveys  ideas  of  peace  and  harmony  with  all  the 
world ;  but  differing  from  their  expedations  :  they 
hoped  to  have  found  in  you  the  enemy  of  thofe  who 
had  perfecuied  you  ;  they  trufted  that  you  v/ere,  like 
E  them- 
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themfelves,  unable  to  forget  wrongs ;  that  becaufe 
you  had  written  and  preached  in  favor  of  the  unity 
of  the  Deity,  you,  therefore,  (with  them)  were 
averfe  to  the  principles  of  Chriftianity,  inculcated  ia 
the  fermon  of  Jefus  Chrill ^  BlelTed  are  the  peace- 
makers, for  they  fhall  be  called  the  children  of  God. 
BlefTed  are  ye  when  men  fhall  revile  you  and  perfe- 
cute  you,  and  fay  all  manner  of  evil  againfi:  you 
falfely,  for  my  fake.  Rejoice  and  be  glad,  for 
great  is] your  reward  in  heaven;  for  fo  perfecuted 
they  the  prophets  which  were  before  you.' 

Your  anfwer  to  them  convinces  a  number  of 
your  friends  that  they  were  and  are  miftaken  in 
their  ideas  of  your  refentment.  There  are  few  men 
'5r  America  v/ho  will  not  be  happy  in  the  acquaint* 
ance  of  a  perfon  diftinguifhed  as  you  are  by  your 
refearches  in  philofophy,  and  the  moderation  of 
your  enquiries  into  moral,  natural,  and  revealed 
religion. 

You  will  reap  in  this  weilern  world  a  temporal 
enjoyment  of  a  well-earned  reputation,  if  you  pre- 
ferve  yourfelf  from  all  party  fplrit. 

But,  fir,  you  are  in  danger ;  a  party  is  endea- 
vouring to  make  a  merit  to  themfelves  of  your 
•weight  and  influence.  Beware,  fir,  of  calling  it 
into  the  fcale  on  either  fide  ;  preferve  it  for  the 
good  of  mankind  by  your  guarded  condu(5t ;  and  let 
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ns,  who  have  only  heard  from  a  diilance,  fee  that 
your  virtues  are  truly  chriftian ;  that  though  you 
exprefs  doubts  of  the  divinity  of  our  Saviour,  you 
believe  the  divine  mefTage  itfelf ;  and  that  perfecu- 
ted  in  one  city,  you  flee  to  another,  and  that  only 
for  peace  and  repofe. 

Be  aiTured,  fir,  that  there  is  no  perfecution  here 
againft  opinions,  and  that,  however  different  your's 
may  be  from  that  of  the  majority,  you  may  write, 
print,  qr  preach  them,  without  danger  of  perfecu- 
tion of  any  kind  ;  and  that  wkile  we  are  intruded 
by  thofe  parts  of  your  dodrines  which  with  freedom 
we  imbibe,  we  fhall  never  be  angry  becaufe  we  can- 
not fubfcribe  to  thofe  we  reje6l,  nor  yet  fufpedl  you 
of  being  difpleafed  for  the  exercife  of  our  free  wilL 

Condu6ling  yourfelf  this  v/ay,  your  privates 
virtues,  your  induflry  in  the  purfuit  of  knowledge 
iifeful  to  mankind,  will  render  your  name  refpedled 
as  Franklin'&o  By  a  contrary  conduct,  by  coalefcitig 
with  any  party  whatever,  you  will  certainly  diminifli 
your  fame,  as  much  as  the  oppofite  party  is  propor- 
tioned to  that  which  you  lhall  adopt,  and  fink  the 
great  and  well-earned  reputation  of  your  long  life. 

Your's,  &c. 

PHILADFXPHIA,  SENEX/' 
June  1794. 
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There  are  two  parties  in  polities  here,  as  there 
ever  will  be,  and  ever  ftiould  be,  in  free  ftates— the 
F^deralijis  and  Anti-federalijis^ 

The  former  are  thofe  who  are  attached  to  the 
prefent  federal  government ;  they  ftudy  to  give  it 
weight  and  confequence,  and  are  for  keeping  a 
funded  debt  to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  government; 
they  are  rather  averfe  to  French  politics,  and  for 
preferving  a  peace  and  good  underftanding  with 
Great  Britain.  The  heads  of  this  party  are  General 
Wafhington,  Colonel  Hamilton,  MefTrs.  Dexter, 
Lee^  Murray,  Sedgwick,  and  W.  Smith. 

The  And-federaliUs  are  for  curtailing  the  power 
©f  congrefs,  and  leaning  to  a  popular  form  of  go- 
vernmeat;  are  totally  againft  the  funded  fyftem,  as 
the  fource  of  corruption;  llronger  in  the  principles 
of  republicanifm,  and  for  adopting  French  politics, 
with  a  fixed  averfion  to  Great  Britain.  At  the  head 
of  thefe  are  Meffrs.  Maddifon,  JefFerfon,  Randolph, 
Monroe,  Clark,  Dayton,  Giles,  &c« 

It  is  believed  by  many  of  good  judgment  and 
cool  heads,  that  thefe  fparrings  between  the  Fede- 
raliils  and  And  federalilis  will  do  no  mifchief,  but 
rather  keep  alive  a  degree  of  public  fpirit,  which  is 
not  naturally  very  flrong  in  the  Americans,  but 
which  is  eifentialiy  neceflary  in  all  free  govern- 
^ents^ 

Contro- 
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Controverfy  and  difcaffion,  in  my  opinion,  are  as 
necefTary  to  the  well  being  of  the  body  politic,  as 
food  and  exercife,  are  to  the  body  natural.  The 
free  difcuffion  of  all  public  meafures  prevents  the 
abufe  of  power.  In  all  countries,  in  all  governments, 
put  men  out  of  the  fear  of  controul,  and  they  be- 
come tyrants.  Why  is  not  Spain,  as  fertile  ia 
men  of  genius  as  Great  Britain  ?  Becaufe  they  dare 
fiot  write  or  fpeak  for  fear  of  the  inquifition* 

Jove  fix'd  it  eertain  that  whatever  day 
Makes  man  a  Slave,  takes  half  his  v/orth  away."  Pope* 

Dr.  Prieflly  told  me  in  New  York,  that,  previous 
to  his  leaving  England,  he  applied  to  the  office  of 
Lord  Grenville,  Secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  figni- 
fy  ing  his  intention  of  leaving  England,  and  requefl- 
cd  a  protedion  againll  any  Algerine  vefTel,  which 
was  immediately  granted  him.  This  will  at  once 
do  away  thofe  infmuations  of  his  enemies  and  illibe- 
ral perfecutors,  who  give  out,^  that  he  ftole  away 
,  fecretly,  for  fear  of  perfecutions  by  government. 

Who  have  been  more  reprobated  than  Do6lors 
Prieftly,  Price,  and  J.  Jebb  ?  And  where  will  you 
£nd  three  contemporary  Britons  who  have  been 
more  ufeful  to  mankind !  If  the  prefent  age  will 
not  honor  them,  pofterity  lhall  do  them  jullice,  and 
future  ages  fliall  call  them  bleffed  1  Is  it  not  how- 
E  3  ever 
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ever  the  fate,  oftentimes,  of  the  beft  and  worthieil 
charadlers  to  be  abured  and  viliiied  while  living,  to 
whom  after  their  perfecution  or  death  the  world  is 
ready  to  eredl  llataes,  and  even  pay  them  divine 
honors — But,  as  Pops  obferves. 

Who  noble  ends  by  noble  means  obtains^ 
Or  failing  fmiles  in  exile  or  in  chains  j 
Like  good  Aurelius  let  him  reign  or  bleed 
Like  Socrates  j  that  man  is  great  indeed  !!! 


OJ  the  Public  Buildings  at  New  York.. 

The  Federal-hall,  which  was  buSMing  when  Brii- 
fot  was  there  in  17SB,  15  a  handfome  edifice,  oa 
arches,  extending  over  the  foot-way  at  the  north- 
weil^end  of  Wall-flreet;  a  large  hall  at  the  en* 
trance  by  an  afccnt  of  two  ileps ;  here  the  Congrefj 
firfi  met  v/hen  the  federal  government  was  formed ; 
and  General  Walhington  on  this  occafion  was  pub- 
licly inaugurated  Prefident. 

The  Governor's  houfe,  adjoining  the  battery  on 
the  moil  fouthern  part  of  the  illand,  at  the  bottom 
of  Broadway,  is  a  very  handfome  brick  building, 
with  a  portico,  limilar  to  the  manfion-houfe  in  Loa- 
don.  It  {lands  very  pleafant,  and  commands  a 
view  of  the  whole  harbour* 

The 
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The  Exchange  is  a  very  pcor  building,  fianding 
on  arches.  It  has  been  difufed  fince  the  Tontine 
cofFee-houfe  was  built,  at  Vvhich  place  the  merchants 
now  meet  and  tranfad  their  bufmefs. 

The  Society  Library,  or  Literary  CofFee-houfe, 
now  building,  is  in  form  and  %Ie  fomething  fimilar 
to  the  governor's  houfe,  though  not  fo  large.  The 
fubfcribers  to  this,  pay  live  pounds  entrance,  and 
two  dollars  per  annum  afterwards, 

Columbia  College  is  a  hnndforne  old  edifice. 
The  Hofpital  and  the  Workhoufe  appear  in  the 
fame  ftylc,  and  adjoin  to  it. 

In  the  front  of  Trinity  Church  is  a  Monument  to 
the  memory  of  General  Montgomery,  of  which  the 
following  is  the  infcription : 

This  Monument y  ereEled  by  order  of  Congress y  January 
25,  1776,  to  transmit  to  posterity  the  grateful  remem* 
Irance  of  the  patriotism,  conduB^  enterpriser  and  pet" 
se'verance  of  Major  General  Richard  Montgomery , 
n^jho,  after  a  series  of  successes^  amidst  the  moji  dis" 

^  couragi72g  difficulties y  fell  in  the  attack  on  ^ebec^ 
Decmber  31^177^)  aged  3 7 years* 
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Good  Trades  in  America* 

A  Carpenter  is  fure  of  immediate  employ.  1% 
the  new  federal  city  they  advertife  for  them,  and 
offer  them  eight-pence  and  ten-pence  per  hour,  and 
they  are  much  wanted  in  all  the  new  fettlements. 

Hatter.  A  journeyman  earns  two  dollars  a  day* 
A  Cabinet-maker  earns  rather  more  at,New  York. 

Printers  of  newfpapers  fucceed  generally  very 
well,  particularly  in  the  back  country,  for  they  arc 
all  great  newfmongers. 

Wheelwrights,  and  all  artiils  in  hulhandry.  Men 
converfant  with  Mill  work,  &c.  All  mechanic  arts 
are  fare  to  be  encouraged,  particularly  Workers  in 
Iron,  as  Mr.  Hamilton  told  me,  dther  in  the  great 
or  fmall  way. 

Breeding  of  horfes  and  mules  is  a  very  profitable 
occupation. 

Brick-making  muft  be  a  good  trade  now,  as  they 
fo  generally  ufe  brick  inftead  of  wood.  They  fell 
at  New  York  for  fifty  fliillings  per  thoufand  ;  but 
the  beft  bricks  are  made  at  Philadelphia,  which  are 
imported  to  New  York,  tor  the  fronts  of  houfes,  at 
the  coll  of  five  and  fix  pounds  fterling  per  thou- 
fand. 

A  Saw-mill,  erefted  on  a  good  ftream,  will  pay  a 
man  twenty  per  cent. 

Goad 
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Good  Articles  to  take  over  for  Sale. 

Hofiery,  Hats,  ready-made  Shoes  and  Boots, 
Paper  of  all  kinds,  (particularly  for  printing  News,) 
old  Cheefe,  Irifh  Linen  Cloth,  cheap  Carpeting, 
and  Broad  Cloth,  are  all  good  articles,  and  meet  a 
ready  fale. 

If  to  fettle,  take  plenty  of  wearing  apparel, 
kitchen  furniture,  (I  was  told  the  air  at  New  York 
is  fo  dl-y  as  to  crack  mahogany  furniture  brought 
from  England,  unlefs  the  wood  was  feafoned  there 
firft)  feather-beds  and  mattraffes^,  fhoes,  hats,  books, 
&c.  All  thefe  articles  are  dear  and  bad,  if  had  in 
America. 

You  have  no  need  to  run  the  rlfque  of  taking 
over  calh  with  you  :  a  bill  drawn  on  a  good  houfe 
in  London  yields  cafh  there,  with  a  premium,  often* 
times  from  feven  to  ten  per  cent,  in  addition. 


June  3.  Arrived  the  Columbus.  As  it  came  up 
towards  the  battery  we  thought  it  had  been  the 
Sanfom.  The  weather  was  very  fukry  till  one 
o'clock,  when  a  very  heavy  rain  came  oh,  with  the 
largeft  drops  I  ever  faw,  continuing;  for  two  hours. 
It  raifed  all  the  waters  very  fuddcnly,  and  at  Mor» 
riftown  great  damage  was  done  to  the  iron  works, 
E  5  and 
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and  feveral  mills  were  overthrown  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood, to  the  lofs  of  more  than  tv/enty  thoufand 
pounds. 

Mr.  Genet,  the  late  French  embaflador,  de- 
clared, that  although  he  had  been  fo  much  refledled 
on  in  America  for  his  official  condu6l,  yet,  in  no 
ftep,  had  he  gone  beyond  the  cornmifiion  given  him 
by  Roland  and  Briffot,  who  had  appointed  him. 

Hearing  from  Captain  Lindfey,  that  Mr.  John 
Adams,  of  Bofton>  the  vlce-prefident,  was  juft 
arrived  in  this  city  from  Philadelphia,  I  requeued 
him  to  introduce  me  to  him,  having  a  letter  to  de- 
liver him  from  Dr.  Prieftly.  I  found  him  at  Bur- 
ling-(lip,  on  board  the  packet  juft  failing  for  Boftoua 
He  is  a  fcout,  hale,  well-looking  man  of  grave  de- 
portment, and  very  plain  in  drefs  and  perfon.  He 
read  the  letter,  and  requefted  me  to  inform  the 
Do£lor  that  he  Ihould  be  glad  to  fee  him  at  Bofton* 
which  he  defired  me  to  tell  him  Re  thought  better 
calculated  for  him  than  any  other  part  of -America, 
and  that  he  would  find  himfelf  very  well  received*  if 
he  fhould  be  inclined  to  fettle  there. 

My  luggage  being  this  day  arrived  from  Boflonj 
I  hallen  to  fet  off  for  Philadelphia,  to  be  there  be- 
fore the  Cbngrefs  breaks  up,  and  that  I  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  that  great  man.  General 
Wafhington,  before  he  returns  to  Mount  Vernon* 

Road 
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Road  from  New  York  to  Philadelphia. 


Acrofs  the  ferry  to  Paulus-hook,        2  miles* 
Newark      -  - 
Elizabeth  Town    .    -    -    -    -  6 

Raway  -  -  5 

Woodbridge  ------ 

At  26  to  Perth  Amboy  3f 
Pifcataway      ------  7 

Brunfwick  on  the  Rariton     -    -  3 

Kingfton  13I 

Princetown      ------  3 

At  55  Road  to  Bordentown. 
Trenton  - 

At       you  crofs  the  Delaware. 
Briftol       -  10 

At  73  a  mile  to  the  right  is  Bath. 
Frankfort    -------  14, 

Kenfington       ------  4 

Philadelphia     ------  of 

91 
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Journey  to  Philadelphia. 

WEDNESDAT,  June  4,  1794,  at  eight  m  the 
morning,     croffed  Hudfon's  Riv^r  to  Paulus-hook;, 
to  take  tbe  flage  on  the  other  fid^  for  Philadelphia. 
Though  only  two  miles  and  a  half  acrofs,we  were  an 
hour  and  a  half  pafTing,  owing  to  the  rapidity  of  the 
current,  from  the  violent  llorm  the  day  before.  I 
paid  five  dollars,  and  went  in  the  ftage  called  the 
Induftry.    All  the  way  to  Newark,  (nine  miles)  is 
a  very  flat  marihy  country,  interfeil^led  with  rivers  ; 
many   cedar  fwamps  abounding  with  mufketos,. 
which  bit  our  legs  and  hands  exceedingly ;  where 
they  fix,  they  will  continue  fucking  your  blood,  if  - 
not  difturbed,  till  they  fwell  to  four  times  their  or- 
dinary fize,  when  they  abfolutely  fall  off  and  burll* 
from  their  fulnefs.    At  tv/o  miles  we  crofs  a  large 
cedar  fwamp ;  at  three  miles  we  interfed  the  road 
leading  to  Berghen,  a  Dutch  town,  half  a  mile  dif- 
tant  on  our  right ;  at  five  miles  we  crofs  HackinHick 
river;  here  a  bridge  is  going  to  be  built,  to  pre- 
vent the  tedious  pafiage  by  a  boat  or  a  fcoul ;  at 
fix  we  crofs  PofTaick  river  (coachee  and  all)  in  a 
fcoul,  by  means  of  pulling  a  rope  faftened  on  the 
oppofite  fide.    W e  now  came  to  Newark  to  break- 
faft,  a  pleafant  little  country 'town  ;  the  church  or 
meeting  an  exceeding  neat  elegant  building  of 
ftone.    One  of  pur  fellow  travellers  was  a  Mrs. 
Harriot,  who  lives  at  Newark,  came  from  England 
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to  fettle  about  two  years  ago  ;  her  hufband,  a  part- 
ner in  the  large  cotton  manufadory  of  Dickfon, 
Livingfton  and  Co.  at  Hell  Gates.  She  informed 
me  that  the  worft  circumllance  of  living  at  Newark, 
was  the  difficulty  of  getting  domeftic  fervants ; 
they  wiir  only  agree  by  the  month,  at  very  high 
wages  of  eight  or  ten  dollars.  The  white  fervants 
generally  ftipulate  that  they  lhall  fit  at  table  with 
their  matters  and  miftreffes,  but  Mrs,  Harriot 
afTured  me,  (he  had  never  yet  agreed  to  give  them 
the  honors  of  the  fitting. — A  handfome,  clever,  fen- 
fible  woman.  I  had  the  pleafure  afterwards,  on  my 
' '  return  from  Philadelphia,  of  breakfafting  with  her. 
To  her  lall  footman,  fhe  gave  ten  dollars  per 
month  (forty-five  fhillings  Herling)  and  his  wafhing. 
Cultivated  land  here  letts  from  thirty-fix  lliillings  to 
three  pounds  per  acre  ; — but  I  lhall  fay  more  of  this 
pleafant  town  on  my  return.  A  nqwfpaper  is  pub- 
liihed  here,  called.  Wood's  Ne^jjark  Ga%ette  and 
Pater/on  Aduertifer^  every  Wednefday,  price  nine 
fhillings  flerling  a  year,  |^ 

After  our  breakfaft,  which  Was  not  a  very  good 
one,  we  fet  off  for  Elizabeth  Town,  near  which,  on 
the  right,  is  Governor  Livingfton's  handfome  houfe. 
This  is  fix  miles  from  Newark ;  two  handfome 
churches  or  meetings,  the  fteeples  of  wood ;  no  two 
houfes  join.  Here  we  pafTed  over  a  bridge  famous 
for  a  battle  fought  there  for  the  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence of  America.    On  both  fides  of  the  road 

we 
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we  faw  trees  loaded  with  apples  and  cherries,  it 
being  an  uncommon  year  for  the  former.  There 
were  alfo  large  fields  of  flax,  which  is  much  culti- 
vated throughout  this  iUte.  Here  are  fettled  many 
Dutch  and  German  families,  who. being  very  induf- 
trious  and  intent  on  getting  money,  and  alfo  keep- 
ing but  little  company,  grow  very  rich.  The  fea- 
fons  (here,)  I  believe,  are  rather  back  warder  than 
in  the  Weft  of  England,  the  foil  being  fo  moift* 
Few  goofeberry  trees  in  their  gardens,  the  foil  not 
agreeing  with  them.  No  maple  fugar  trees  grow  in 
this  trad.  The  country  however  is  fine  and  plea- 
fant,  with  an  agreeable  mixture  of  wood  and  meadow 
lands ;  good  pafturage,  which  fupplies  New  York 
with  butter,  milk,  eggs,  poultry,  and  garden-ftufF, 
in  great  plenty. 

I  obferved  feveral  negro  houfes,  (low  buildings  of 
one  ftory)  detached  from  the  family  houfe  ;  for  the 
(laves  (from  their  pilfering  difpofition)  are  not 
allowed  to  fleep  in  the  fame  houfes  with  their  maf- 
ters.  Slavery,  although  many  regulations  have 
been  made  to  moderate  its  feverity,  is  not  yet 
aboliflied  in  the  New-Jerfeys. 

At  Raway  we  faw  fome  flocks  of  flieep  newly 
fliorn,  but  they  are  not  numerous,  mutton  not  being 
in  fuch  general  confumption  as  pork.  Colonel 
Wadfworth  told  me  this,  and  wiflied  to  fee  it  more 
in  ufe,  as  thereby,  he  faid,  they  fliould  have  more 
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wool  for  their  manufadlcries.  It  is  faid  they  are 
careful  that  their  flocks  fliould  always  confift  of  an 
odd  number,  from  fome  fuperllitious  prejudice. 

Spinning  of  flax,  is  the  general  employment  in 
private  families  in  the  evenings,  when  they  are  not 
in  the  fields  ;  each  family  ufually  making  their  own 
coarfe  linen,  which  they  put  out  to  weave,  and 
afterwards  bleach  and  finifh  at  home.  '  Long  poles 
appear  every  where,  elevated  at  one  end  high  in  the 
air;-  thefe  I  found  were  fubilitutes  for  ropes,  in 
railing  buckets  of  water  from  their  wells,  as  we 
fome  times  fee  in  the  gardens  near  London, 

At  Woodbridge,  twenty-five  miles  from  New 
York,  the  foil  appeared  red,  like  fome  of  the  lands 
in  Glouceilerfhire.  The  woods  of  this  country 
abound  chiefly  with  white  and  black  oak  ;  the  latter 
is  ufed  in  dying  yellow,  and  is  what  Dr.  Bancroft 
called  quercitron,  and  obtained  a  patent,  for  the 
privilege  of  felling  it  in  England,  to  the  exclufion 
of  all  others.  Few  firs  in  this  diflrid,  but  plenty  of 
walnut  and  cherry  trees,  which  latter  grow  to  a 
large  fize,  and  are  feen  wild  every  where  by  the 
road  fide,  loaded  with  fruit ;  fome  acacias,  or  locuft 
trees.  I  faw  no  elm  trees  any  where  ;  1  believe  it 
is  not  a  native  of  America,  at  leafl:  not  that  which  is 
fo  common  in  England. 


They  cultivate  little  or  no  wheat  in  thefe  partS;, 
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on  account  of  the  Heffian  fly ;  rye  and  oats  are  t!ie 
chief  produce  of  the  country.  After  palTmg  Pifca- 
taway,  a  very  fmall  place,  we  croffed  Rariton  river 
in  a  fcoul,  and  immediately  entered  the  pleafant 
town  of  New  Brunfwick.  The  bridge  of  fix  arches 
had  been  parried  away  by  the  fudden  ftorm  of  laft 
week,  mentioned  before  ;  but  this  was  of  little  con- 
fequence  to  travelling,  for  the  ferry  boats  or  fcouls 
are  fo  very  convenient  and  well  managed,  that  our 
driver  never  flackened  his  fpeed  upon  approaching 
the  river  fide,  but  drove  the  carriage,  with  four 
horfes,  at  once  into  the  ferry  boat,  not  Hopping  for 
us  to  get  out,  and  in  fix  minutes  drove  out  on  the 
oppofite  fide.  Here  \^e  dined  ;  very  bad  accommo- 
dations ;  the  Port  wine  fo  bad  as  not  to  be  drink« 
able ;  and  the  Madeira  fo  hot  and  fiery ,  that  we  were 
obliged  to  mix  water  with  it  to  make  it  palatable  ; 
the  veal  and  mutton  very  badly  drefi^ed ;  and  no 
garden-fluff  that  wc  could  eat,  the  landlord  having 
no  garden,  and  there  is  no  market  for  articles  of 
this  kind.  He  took  care  however  to  charge  us  a 
dollar  a-piece.  While  we  were  there,  a  very  hand- 
fome  gelding  was  brought  to  the  door  for  fale ;  a 
bright  bay,  with  black  mane  and  tail,  fifteen  hands 
and  a  half  high  and  a  fine  forehand,  fuch  as  would 
have  fetched  thirty  guineas  in  the  Well  of  England  ; 
the  man  afked  fixty  pounds  currency  as  the  loweil 
price,  equal  to  thirty-fix  pounds  Herling.  Here  we 
changed  our  carriage  for  one  without  fprings. 
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The  road  from  hence  to  Princetown  (eighteen 
miles)  was  very  bad,  full  of  loofe  ftones  and  deep 
holes,  in  going  over  which  with  our  heavy  carriage, 
we  were  fo  violently  ihook,  that  when  we  got  down^ 
many  of  us  could  fcarcely  Hand  ;  this,  and  the  ex- 
treme heat  of  the  weather  made  us  very  lick  for  aa 
hour  after  :  however,  we  went  no  further  this  night. 
In  walking  about  the  town,  I  was  ilruck  with  the 
lingular  phcsnomenon  of  the  fire  flies,  the  iirll  I  had 
ever  feen ;  and  which  has  a  wonderful  appearance 
to  thofe  who  are  not  acquainted  with  it,  as  was  my 
cafe  :  a  fudden  fpark  of  fire  appears  clofe  to  you  in 
various  diredlions,  and  as  fuddenly  difappearing  :  it 
frequently  alarmed  me,  when  I  faw^  thefe  fparks 
among  hay,  flravv,  and  wood  :  it  is  a  kind  of  fmall 
beetle,  which  upon  elevating  its  wings,  difcovers  in 
certain  diredlions  a  red  phofphoric  light ;  for  no 
other  part  of  the  body,  except  beneath  the  wings, 
gives  light;  you  cannot  therefore,  when  the  infed: 
is  at  reft,  fee  any  luminous  appearance.  The  tree 
toad  as  the  evening  fet  in,  began  to  make  its  dif- 
agreeable  loud  noife,  refembling  the  ratling  found  of 
a  quail  pipe,  and  now  the  bull  frogs  began  to  join 
in  the  concert,  the  old  ones  in  a  deep  hoarfe  tone> 
and  the  younger  fry  as  Ihrill  as  young  ducks  in  a 
pond;  thefe  altogether  formed  fuch  a  full  choruSj^ 
that  we  could  hardly  hear  ourfelves  fpeak. 

At  Princetown  is  a  very  handfome  college;  it  is  a 
large  uniform  brick  building,  with  two  wings,  one 
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hundred  and  eighty  feet  long,  and  fifty-four  feet 
wide ;  over  the  center  is  an  elegant  cupola  ;  the  en- 
trance is  by  a  flight  of  Heps,  and  each  wing  has^ 
alfo  an  entrance  ;  it  has,  I  think,  twenty- five  win- 
dows in  front,  and  is  four  llory  high.  There  are  at 
this  time  ninety-five  fcholars,  and  many  of  the  moii 
eminent  men  in  Congrefs  had  their  education  there. 
Dr.  Witherfpoon,  who  went  over  from  Scotland 
about  thirty  years  ago,  is  the  prefident ;  Dr.  Samuel 
S.  Smith,  vice-prefident ;  and  Dr.  William  MintOi 
the  profeifor  of  mathematicks  and  of  natural  philo- 
fophy.  1  was  received  very  politely  by  the  vice- 
prefident,  who,  in  the  courfe  of  converfation,  in* 
formed  me,  tfiat  it  was  intended  as  foon  as  they 
fliould  hear  of  Dr.  Priellly's  arrival,  to  offer  him  the 
prefidency  of  a  new  college  then  erefting  near  Raw* 
leigh,  in  North  Carolina. 

One  of  the  young  collegians  fupped  with  us; 
his  converfation  wa^,  to  be  fure,  not  of  the  claffic 
kind,  but  much  however,  like  one  of  our  Oxonians : 
Bacchus  and  Venus  were  his  chief  topics.  He, 
however  informed  us,  that  a  perfon  could  lodge  and 
board  well  in  that  town  for  two  dollars  a  week  (nine 
Ihillings  flerling)  though  travellers  and  flrangers 
were  generally  charged  twice  as  much.  For  fupper 
we  had  veal  cutlets,  tarts,  tea,  and  coffee,  all  of 
which  were  good;  our  beds  were  not  fo  pleafant,  as 
there  were  three  in  one  room,  owing  to  the  great 
increafe  of  travellers,  and  having  but  fmall  houfes ; 
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for  the  whole  we  paid  half  a  dollar  each,  which  we 
thought  very  reafonable.  This  town  is  famous  for 
an  adion  fought  January  2,  1777,  in  which  General 
Mercer  lofl  his  life. 

At  five  we  arofe  and  got  into  our  coachee,  {{even 
of  us)  and  proceeded  twelve  miles  to  Trenton,  On 
this  road  lide,  1  remarked  very  handfome  large 
trees,  which  they  called  black  walnut,  I  alfo  pafTed 
many  orchards,  and  obferved  many  crder-preiles, 
made  in  a  very  heavy  ^  and  cumberfome  manner. 
The  birds  in  greateft  plenty  were  partridges,  (ihaped 
more  like  our  pheafants)  fly-catchers,  and  wood- 
peckers,  fome  of  very  beautiful  plumage.  There 
were  feveral  fine-  nelds  cf  grafs  jujl  mowed,  whichj) 
with  the  morning  air,  regaled  our  fenfes  in  a  moll 
delightful  manner. 

Trenton  is  a  neat  country  town,  fituate  near  the 
Delaware;  on  the  banks  of  which  Hands  the  llate- 
houfe,  where  the  government  of  New  Jerfey  meet 
every  year  in  the  month  cf  June;  it  is  the  capital  of 
the  ftate.  The  houfes  join  each  other  and  form 
regular  ftreets,  very  much  in  appearance  like  fome 
of  the  fmall  towns  in  Devonfhire.  A  well-con- 
duded  newfpaper  is  publifhed  here  once  a  week, 
called.  The  New  Jerjey  State  Gazette,  price  to  an- 
nual lubfcribers,  nine  (hillings  ilerling  ;  an  adver- 
tifement  four  inches  in  length  and  two  and  a  half 
in  breadth,  you  will  pay  two  fliillings  per  week  for 
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having  inferted.  In  this  town^,  in  the  late  war^ 
General  Wafliington  furprifed  and  took  prifoners  a 
large  body  of  Heffian  troops;,  it  was  one  of  the  moft 
capital  ftrokes  of  generalihip  during  the  war.  On. 
the  twerity-iixth  of  December,  1776,  when  the  ri- 
ver Delaware  was  full  cf  ice,  he  croiTed,  it  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  fome  miles  above,  and  came  on 
them  about  break  of  day ;  this  adion  gave  a  great 
turn  to  the  American  affairs,  which  were  almoJd 
defperate  before.  This  town  has  a  very  good 
market,  which  is  wejl  fupplied  with  butchers* 
meat,  fiih,  and  poultry.  Many  good  fliops  are  to 
be  feen  there,  in  general  with  feats  on  each  lide  the 
entrance,  and  a  Hep  or  two  up  into  each  houfe. 

As  it  was  hardly  feven  o'clock,  we  thought  it  too 
early  for  breakfaft,  and  three  of  us  walked  ort^  while 
the  horfes  were  changing,  to  the  ferry,  about  one 
mile  on  the  road,  As  we  defcended  towards  the 
river,  we  faw  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the  Dela- 
ware,  a  little  below  the  ferrying  place,  about  forty 
American  foldiers,  drafted  from  the  (late  of  MafTa^ 
chufetts,  going  to  join  General  Wayne  in  Ken- 
tucky, then  at  war  with  the  Indians ;  they  had 
three  hundred  and  fifty  miles  to  march  before  they 
could  reach  Pittfburgh,  from  whence  they  are  to 
fail  down  the  Ohio  till  they  come  to  Kentucky. 

In  paffing  the  Delaware  with  our  coachee,  v^^e 
ferry  within  ten  yards  of  one  of  the  rapids,  by 
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wliich  we  are  to  underftand  that  part  of  la  river 
where  the  bed  is  almofl  filled  up  with  rocks,  chiefly 
below  the  furface  of  the  water,  which  occafions  the 
current  to  pafs  very  quick,  and  makes  it  dangerous 
to  thofe  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  navi- 
gation,  I 

On  the  oppofite  fide  is  a  beautiful  country  feat 
belonging  to  Robert  Morris,  one  of  the  fenators 
of  Congrefs,  to  whom  I  have  a  letter  of  recommen- 
dation. 

The  banks  of  this  river  are  high,  and  it  is  confi- 
derably  widened  in  this  place  within  a  few  years,  by 
the  wafhing  away  of  the  earth ;  it  is  here  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  from  its  mouth ;  on  its  banks  are  many 
pleafant  country  feats.  The  white  Cedar  is  a  na- 
tive of  this  Hate,  and  is  a  very  handfome  tree. 

We  now  enter  the  State  of  Penfylvania,  and  drive 
clofe  along  the  banks  of  this  charming  river  for 
lix  miles,  till  at  length  by  a  curve,  we  have  from 
elevated  ground  a  fuil  view  of  its  beautiful  waters. 
At  this  place  it  appeai  s  much  wider  than  the  Thames 
at  Weftminfter,  with  feverai  fine  iflands  in  it.  About 
two  miles  diftant  on  its  oppofite  banks,  we  fee  the 
city  of  Burlingion,  rifmg  as  it  were  out  of  the  wa- 
ters. At  the  fame  tune,  more  to  the  left,  vaft  rafts 
of  timber  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  are  float- 
ing dowa  the  Itream  j  on  one  of  them  1  obferved  a 
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hut  ereded  for  a  family  to  lodge  in^  and  a  ftable 
with  a  horfe  and  cow  at  its  entrance ;  this  float  of 
timber  was  probably  framed  together  two  hundred 
miles  further  up  the  river,  by  fome  fettlers,  who 
were  clearing  the  land,  and  were  now  conveying 
fome  of  the  iineft  of  the  timber  lit  for  fhip-builders 
and  architefts,  down  to  Philadelphia,  in  the  cheapeft 
way  imaginable,  to  convert  it  into  money,  and 
therewith  to  pnrchafe  ironmongery,  woollens,  im- 
plements of  hufbandry,  and  whatever  other  articles 
may  be  wanting  to  improve  the  comfort  of  their 
new  fettlement. 

We  now  reached  Brillol,  a  long  fcattered  town, 
confining  chiefly  of  one  ftreet ;  this  was  the  fiVft 
town  that  William  Penn  fixed  on  before  he  had 
planned  Philadelphia;  it  Hands  high  and  commands 
a  conliderable  extent  of  country ;  here  we  break* 
failed,  but  we  waited  a  conliderable  time  for  it: 
none  of  the  family  were  in  the  way  except  the  land- 
lord, and  neither  by  kind  words  or  harlh  language, 
could  ,  we  induce  him  to  Hir  a  Hep  towards  helping 
us.  At  length  we  found  out  the  cupboard  (hungry 
as  we  were)  and  helped  ourfelves  to  bread  and  but- 
ter, till  the  kettle  and  tea-things  were  brought; 
the  landlord  however  came  in  at  lail  to  tell  us  we 
had  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  a-piece  to  pay  ;  thefe 
gentry  never  make  out  any  bill,  and  you  are  to  pay 
whatever  they  demand*  As  1  "'came  out  of  the 
houfe,  I  obferved  a  ftage  coach  at  the  door,  with  an 
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infcription  on  its  fide,  Briftol  and  Bath  Stage."  I 
'was  furprifed  at  firft  at  the  fimilarity  of  circutn- 
fiance  to  what  I  had  fo  often  feen  in  my  native 
country.  I  find  that  there  is  a  place  abounding 
with  hot  mineral  waters,  of  the  name  of  Bath, 
about  four  miles  from  hence;  they  are  chalybeate 
fprings ;  there  is  one  hot  bath,  four  plunging,  and 
two  fhower  baths.  Briftol  is  not  a  very  flourilhing 
place,  nor  is  there  any  newfpaper  publifhed  here. 
We  had  now  a  fine  level  road,  all  the  way  to  Phila- 
delphia, (twenty  miles)  except  about  half  a  mile, 
over  one  common  full  of  Houghs.  ¥/e  now  find  no 
loofe  large  ftones  upon  the  road,  as  in  the  former 
part  of  our  journey,  but  a  general  appearance  of  a 
higher  degree  of  cultivation,  and  improvement  of 
every  kind,  as  if  advancing  to  a  great  city.  The 
wood  in  this  part  of  the  country  is  chiefly  hiccory 
and  the  black  oak,  fome  walnut,  plenty  of  apple  and 
cherry  trees.  In  thofe  fpots  of  ground  newly  ^ 
cleared,  ftill  are  to  be  feen  the  dead  ftumps  of  trees; 
formerly  they  made  a  point  to  root  them  up,  which 
was  very  expenfive ;  now,  out  of  ceconomy,  they  let 
them  remain  till  they  rot,  having  firft  deftroyed  their 
vegetation  by  burning  them  :  they  have  a  very  ugly 
appearance,  but  in  four  or  five  years  they  fo  far  de- 
cay that  they  are  beat  to  pieces,  fo  as  for  the  plow 
to  go  over  them.  Here  I  obferved  a  few  drill  ][^ows  ; 
this  kind  of  hulbandry  begins  to  prevail  in  the  ma- 
ritime ftates. 
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At  twelve  miles  diftance  from  Philadelphia,  we 
pafled  over  Nefliaminy  Bridge,  It  is  of  a  very  pecu- 
liar conftrudion  :  two  iron  chains  are  ftrained  acrofs 
the  river,  parallel  to  each  other,  about  fix  feet 
diftance;  on  it  are  placed  flat  planks,  faftened  to  each 
chain ;  and  on  this  the  horfes  and  carriage  pafs  over* 
As  the  horfes  ftepped  on  the  boards,  they  funk  under 
the  preffure,  and  the  water  rofe  between  them :  no 
railing  on  either  fide,  and  it  really  looked  very 
frightful  and  dangerous:  I  h^d  never  heard  of  a 
bridge  of  this  kind  before  :  this  llream  is  fo  rapid 
and  rifes  and  falls  in  fuch  extremes,  that  no  bridge 
of  any  other  kind  would  do  here,  for  this. rifes  and 
falls  with  the  ilream.  I  afterwards  faw  another  of  this 
kind,  over  the  Skuylkil,  a  few  miles  beyond  Phila- 
delphia. 

Now  came  on  a  fudden  heavy  rain,  like  one  of 
our  thunder  ftorms,  but  heavier,  for  it  was  a  prodi- 
gious quantity  of  water  that  fell  in  the  courfe  of  an 
hour,  and  feemed  to  fill  all  the  country  round,  and 
accounts  for  the  great  and  fudden  rife  of  their  rivers ; 
by  which  many  of  their  mills  are  deftroyed,  that  have 
not  the  full  means  of  drawing  off  the  back  waters. 

.  We  now  came  to  a  fmall  townfhip  called  Frank- 
fort, five  miles  from  Philadelphia ;  it  is  a  place  of 
fmall,  confequence,  though  one  of  the  oldefl  in  the 
ftate,  being  built  by  the  Swedifh  and  Dutch  fet- 
llers,  before  William  Penn  came  to  America  :  two 
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miies  further,  we  pafled  Harrowgate  Gardens  oa 
our  right,  where  there  are  mineral  fprings ;  it  is  a 
place  of  entertainment  and  relaxation,  for  the 
tradefmen  of  Philadelphia  to  partake  of  upon  a 
Sunday,  like  thofe  in  the  vicinity  of  London.  We 
had  now  a  dillant  view  of  the  fpires  and  fleeples  of 
Philadelphia,  and  the  country  all  around  as  flat 
and  level  as  about  London ;  the  road  nearly  as 
good.  We  drove  on  at  the  rate  of  nine  miles  an 
hour,  and  entered  Kenfington,  a  fmall  village ;  thea 
croffing  Cohockfmck  and  Choquenfquock  rivers, 
we  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  ninety-two  miles  from 
New  York,  a  diftance  often  run  by  the  mail  flages 
in  one  day,  although  no  turnpike  any  part  of  the 
way.  We  entered  the  city  by  Front-ftreet,  and 
arrived  at  the  City  Tavern,  in  South-fecond-flreet, 
about  noon.  I  flept  at  this  houfe  two  nights,  and 
met  with  my  old  tormenters,  the  bugs :  it  was  3 
i^ery  unpleafaut  houfe  to  be  lodged  at ;  yet  it  was 
principal  tavern,  where  the  books  are  kept  of  what 
ihips  arrive  and  clear  out;  and  to  this  cofFee-houfe 
the  principal  merchants  refort  every  day :  a  pub* 
lie  ordinary  every  day  at  two  o'clock  :  about 
twenty  of  us  dined  there,  but  we  could  get  hardly 
any  attendance  from  the  waiters,  though  we  rang 
the  bell  inceifantly. 

Finding  the  Congrefs  were  ftill  fitting,  and  ex- 
pected to  adjourn  every  day,  I  loH  no  time  in  going 
to  hear  the  debates ;  after  calling  on  a  gentleman 
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to  whom  I  had  a  letter  of  introdudlon,  I  was  ac 
companied  by  him,  and  heard  an  interefting  debate 
on  the  political  iituation  of  the  country  in  refpedl  to 
Great  Britain.. 

On  entering  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  I  was 
llruck  with  the  convenient  arrangement  of  the  feats  for 
the  Members :  the  fize  of  the  chamber  was  about 
one  hundred  feet  by  fixty  :  the  feats  in  three  rows 
formed  femi-circles  behind  each  other,  facing  the 
Speaker,  who  was  in  a  kind  of  pulpit  near  the  centre 
of  the  xadii,  and  the  clerks  below  him  :  every  mem- 
ber was  accommodated  for  writing,  by  there  being 
likewife  a  circular  writing  defic  to  each  of  the  cir- 
cular feats :  over  the  entrance  was  a  large  gallery, 
into  which  were  admitted  every  citizen,  without 
diftindlion,  who  chofe  to  attend ;  and  under  the  galle- 
ry likewife  were  accommodations  for  thofe  who  were 
introduced :  but  no  perfon  either  in  the  gallery  or 
under  it,  is  fufFered  to  exprefs  any  marks  of  ap- 
plaufe  or  difcontent,  at  what  is  debated ;  it  being 
underftood  they  are  prefent  in  the  perfon  of  their 
reprefentative :  this  has  been  a  great  error  in  the 
new  French  government:  an  attempt,  however, 
was  once  made  to  introduce  it  here  (in  March  lail) 
by  a  clapping  of  hands,  at  a  fpeech  which  fell 
from  Mr.  Parker ;  but  the  whole  houfe  inllantly 
rofe  1:0  refent  it,   and  adjourned  their  bufmefs> 
being  then  in  a  committee,  and  the  galleries  were 
cleared. 

Over 
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Over  the  door  I  obferved  a  buft  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
the  great  founder  of  their  liberties,  and  the  father  of 
their  prefent  conftitution : 

Eripuit  ccelo  fulmen,  fceptrumque  tyrafinis," 

A  ferious  attention  to  bufinefs  marked  the  coun- 
tenances of  the  Reprefentatives,  who  were  all  very 
decently  drelTed,  which  is  not  the  cafe  in  all  houfes 
of  that  kind,  meeting  for  the  difpatch  of  national 
bufinefs.  The  members  that  I  heard  fpeak  the 
firH  day,  were  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr* 
W.Smith,  Mr.  Fitz-Simmonds,  and  Mr.  Tracy* 
The  fpeech  of  Mr.  Lee,  Member  for  Virginia,  in  3 
committee  on  Mr.  Maddifon's  famous  refolutions, 
was  fo  handfome  a  commendation  of  the  Britifli 
conllitation,  in  preference  to  the  new  French  go- 
vernment, that  I  fhall  fubjoin  it  in  this  place^  being 
then  much  talked  of  and  approved. 

Extras  from  Mr.  Lee's  Speech  (of  Virginia)  on 
Mr.  Maddifon's  Refohitions^'^ 

MR,  CHAIRMAN, 

"  LET  not  any  gentleman  mifunderftand  me; 
let  not  any  gentleman  fuppofe,  when  I  fhew  that 
there  is  no  fimilarity  between  our  government  and 

*  Seven  Refolutions  moved  January  3.  1794,  by  Mr.  Mad- 
dlfon,  for  laying  heavier  reftriaions  and  higher  duties  on  the 
manufa^ures  and  navigation  of  foreign  nations,  chiefly  in- 
tended againfl  Great  Britain, 
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the  French  conftitution,  that  I  mean  to  derogate 
from  the  vvifdom  of  the  latten     I  only  mean 
to  prove  that  their  government  is  not  like  qur'sj 
and  would  not  fuit  us.    The  French  are  a  brave,  a 
generous,  and  enlightened  nation.  They  have  per- 
formed the  moll  brilliant  atchievements  on  the  re- 
cords of  man,  they  have  broken  the  chains  of 
defpotifm,  they  have  obliterated  hierarchical  and 
feudal  tyranny,  they  have  eilabliftied  that  power 
^hich  belongs  to  all  nations,  of  eilablilhing  a  go- 
vernment fuited  to  their  own  circumftances,  they 
^deferve  to  be  happy  under  it,  and  I  pray  that  they 
may  be  £o,  ^ 

But,  Sir,  as  it  has  been  fo  fafnionable  to  bring 
into  our  view  comparifons  between  diiferent  nations, 
I  hope  I  ftiall  be  indulged,  when  I  compare  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Hates  in  America,  to  the  Britifh 
government.  If  any  fimilitude  exifls  between  the 
American  governments  and  foreign  governments, 
the  refemblauce  moil  ftrongly  relates  to  the  Britifh 
government.  Their  executive  is  fingle,  their  legif- 
lative  is  divided  into  two  houfes.  Such  are  gene- 
rally the  outlines  of  our  governments ;  we  have  only 
improved  on  the  Britifh  model,  by.  rendering  our 
public  funftionaries  more  refponfibie  to  the  people. 
We  i^ve  abolifhed  feudal  rights,  we  have  aboliihed 
perpetuities ;  and  there  is  no  remnant  of  the  ancient 
fyflem  of  things  amongft  us,  except  that  in  fome 
fiates,  lands  are  unjuiUy  exempted  from  the  pay- 
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nient  of  debts.  To  be  fure,  every  part  of  a  man's 
property  Ihouid  anfvver  his  obligations.  The  law  of 
reafon,  and  the  law  of  morality  require  it.  And 
foon,  I  hope,  that  this  fcain  on  American  principles 
will  be  for  ever  removed. 

When  1  flate  thefe  fads,  I  think  they  cannot 
be  denied ;  I  do  not  mean  to  juilify  the  condud  of 
the  Cabinet  of  Britain ;  I  feel  refentment  as  ftrong 
as  any  other  gentleman  for  the  retention  of  the 
Weilern  polls.  I  fafped  them  of  unfriendly  offices 
both  with  regard  to  our  Indian  war,  and  with  regard 
to  the  depredations  committed  on  our  trade  by  the 
Aigerine  corfairs.  But  I  am  not  fent  here  to  in* 
dulge,  at  all  hazards,  my  refentments,  but  to  pro- 
vide for  the  welfare  of  my  country  in  the  beft 
manner  that  circumftances  will  permit* 

I  fliall  be  ready  to  join  gentlemen  in  any  mea- 
fures  to  bring  Great  Britain  to  an  explanation  of  all 
the  injuries  which  we  may  fuppofe  we  have  received 
from  her.  If  fhe  refufes  to  do  us  juftice^  we  may 
then,  and  it  will  be  then  time  enough,  to  determine 
on  the  meafures  proper  to  be  purfued.  We  have 
always  ample  means  of  redrefs  within  our  power, 
without  recourfe  to  the  propofed  meafures. 

"  But,  Sir,  difmiffing  our  refentment  againll  the 
Cabinet  of  Britain  ;  feparating  the  people  from  the 
court;  the  community  from  the  adminiflration  ;  let 
F  3  us 
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US  difpafiionateJy  lock  back  upon  their  hiflory* 
C^far  and  Tacitus,  in  the  ages  in  which  they  lived, 
tell  us,  that  this  people  had  an  high  fenfe,  and  were 
very  jealous  of  their  liberties.  Coming  down  to 
periods  more  within  our  knowledge,  we  find  them 
Uruggling  with,  and  gradually  fliaking  off  the  eccle- 
fiaflic  and  feudal  tyranny,  which  had  overwhelmed 
the  reft  of  Europe.  Little  more  than  a  century  ago, 
fee  them  bringing  one  tyrant  to  thefcaffold,  and 
banifhing  another.  In  this  little  corner  of  the  globe 
alone,  in  the  dark  ages  of  the  world,  when  igno- 
rance, fuperflition  and  opprelTion  had  enveloped 
Afia,  Africa,  and  Europe,  the  flame  of  liberty  was 
kept  alive.  To  them  we  are  indebted  for  our 
knowledge  of  civil  rights  and  civil  liberty,  and  the 
inilitutions  moH  favorable  to  them.  From  them  we 
derive  the  foundations  of  our  laws ;  from  them  botii 
we  and  the  French  have  derived  the  inellimafale 
trial  by  jury. 

The  forefathers  of  New  England,  (yvho  have 
eftablilhed  in  that  country  the  wifeft  inflitutions  for 
the  perpetuation  of  human  liberty  and  human  hap- 
pinefs  which  the  world  has^feen)  driven  away  by 
the  then  exifting  tyranny  of  England,  brought  with 
them  that  flame  which  has  animated  and  illuminated 
the  gloomy  forefts  of  America,  and  fpread  from 
thence  a  beam  of  light  to  France.  Every  generous 
American  will  excufe  me,  I  am  fure,  when  I  do  not 
permit  my  refentments  to  the  Cabinet  of  Britain,  to 
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deftroy  altogether  my  refped  lor  a  people  who  were 
the  champions  of  liberty,  when  no  other  champions 
exifted ;  and  who,  I  hope,  will  never  confent  to  be 
Haves." 

As  it  evidently  has  a  connexion  with,  and  tends 
to  elucidate  the  fubjed  of  Mr.  Lee's  fpeech,  1  fhall 
make  no  apology  for  here  introducing  the  following 
abilrad  from  an  excellent  little  recent  publication, 
entitled,  Effays  on  Suhje^s  conneSied  nvitb  Ciui- 
Uzationy  by  Benjamin  Heath  Malkin^  Trinity  College, 
Ca?nbridge  : 

It  is  a  common  charge  againfl  the  afTertors  of 
civil  liberty,  that  they  contend  for  fuch  a  political 
fyflem  as  is,  in  fa£l,  only  fit  to  be  adapted  to  the 
difpofitions  of  mankind,  when  purified  from  the 
frailties  of  their  nature,  and  clothed  in  the  perfedion 
of  fuperior  beings.  It  is  further  affirmed,  that  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  the  world,  ftrong  lines  of  fub* 
ordination,  and  powerful  reftridions,  are  neceffary 
to  curb  the  fpirit  of  licentioufnefs,  and  fupport  the 
empire  of  virtue  and  of  good  order.  Thofe  who 
declare  themfelves  again  ft  the  paramount  authority 
of  the  people,  ftrengthen  their  arguments  by  the 
experience  of  the  American  Republic,  and 
infer  from  its  conftitution,  that  a  certain  balance 
muft  neceffarily  be  maintained  even  in  the  moft  po- 
pular government,  to  counteradl  the  afcendancy  of 
an  obitinate  majority. 
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*^  The  ufe  that  has  been  made  of  this  ideal  cotm» 
terpoife,  to  prove  the  excellency  of  the  mixed  form 
which  obtained  in  Great  Britain,,  is  fo  truly  curious^ 
that  it  deferves  feme  attention.  The  Americans 
are  faid  to  have  adopted  the  policy,  though  they 
have  fhaken  olF  the  authority  of  the  parent  country. 
They  faw  the  wifdom  of  that  appointment  which 
diftribjLited  the  adminiilration  ©f  the  public  concerns 
among  three  eftates,  and  bore  the  moft  decided 
teilimony  to  the  utility  of  our  provifions,  by  their 
eleding  to  themfelves  a  Prefident,  a  Senate,  and  a 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives..  But  let  us  obferve  how 
Diuch  more  ftrongly  marked  is  the  difftmilarity  than, 
the  re/emblance* 

The  King  of  Great  Britain  holds  his  office  by 
hereditary  right ;  and  as  long  as  he  performs  certain 
conditions,  cannot  be  divefted  of  his  dignities,  but 
by  fuch  a  convulfion  of  the  ftate  as  muft  overturn 
the  whole  fabric  of  government.  The  Prefident  of 
the  American  Congrefs  is  elefted  from  among  the 
people,  (to  which  clafs  he  again  returns  at  the 
expiration  of  office)  is  removable  at  flated  periods, 
and  unfortified  by  perfonal  revenue  and  patronage. 

The  upper  houfe  of  parliament  in  Great  Bri« 
tain,  which  compofes  the  fecond  branch  of  the  legif- 
lative,  is  hereditary,  like  the  firfi ;  it  does  not  origi- 
nate with  the  people,  and  its  very  principle  confifts 
in  its  being  independent  of  the  popular  will ;  it  is^ 
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raifed  by  tlie  breath  of  the  monarch,  and  fapported 
by  his  favor.  The  lower  houfe  alone  is  formed  on 
the  reprefentative  fyftem,  and  the  beauties  of  that 
fyftem  are  defaced  by  inequality  and  corruption. 

In  America,  the  two  houfes  which  conftitute 
the  legiflative  body,  though  feparated  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  deliberation,  are  equally  appointed  by  public 
eledion,  and  depend  for  the  prefervation  of  their 
importance  on  the  afFeflions  of  their  conftituents. 

Where  then  is  found  the  boafted  fimilarity  i 
There  are  undoubtedly  three  eftates  in  England,  and 
there  are  three  eftates  in  America,  but  the  parallel 
will  hold  good  no  further.  It  is  worthy  to  be  clafT- 
ed  with  that  of  Shakeffiear's  Welchman, — ^  There 
is  a  river  at  Macedon,  there  is  alfo  a  river  at  Mon^ 
mouth,  and  there  are  falmons  in  both/ 

"  But  it  is  not  (continues  this  excellent  author) 
on  the  authority  or  pradice  of  one  country  or  ano» 
ther,  that  men  of  underflanding  will  form  their  opi- 
nions on  the  fubje<5l  of  government.  They  will 
endeavour  to  afceriain  certain  principles  by  which 
the  happinefs  of  the  human  race,  without  diftinclion 
of  climate,  foil,  and  latitude,  will  be  moft  benefici- 
ally affeded.  They  will  (notwithltanding  all  the 
obloquy  they  meet)  propagate  their  difcoveries  for 
the  good  of  mankind.  The  efforts  of  enlightened 
citizens  will  be  beft  employed  in  difpelling  that 
F  5  cloud 
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cloud  of  ignorance,  and  correding  thofe  irregulari- 
ties which  have  hitherto  been  the  bane  of  fociety, 
whatever  afpedl  it  may  have  afTumed.  To  imprefs 
the  mind  with  rational  ideas  of  civilization,  is  the 
great  objedl  at  which  to  aim  not  only  in  the  educa- 
tion of  youth,  but  in  our  general  intercourfe  with 
the  world.  If  we  fucceed  in  this,  all  obftacles  to 
the  general  felicity  will  vanifh  ;  and  the  irrefiilible 
impulfe  of  reafon  will  overturn  tyranny,  wherever  it 
is  eftablifhed,  without  the  aid  of  external  ^violence. 
Many  of  the  moil  diftinguilhed  writers  in  England, 
France,  and  America^  have  of  late  years  direded 
their  labours  to  this  valuable  end.  The  attention 
and  curiofity  with  which  their  works  have  been  re- 
ceived, has  proved  that  their  induflry  and  genius 
have  not  been  mifemployed  ;  while  the  influence  of 
their  fpeculation  on  common  life  has  been  already 
vifible  in  a  fpirit  of  aSfi^e  enquiry  among  all  ranks  tf 
mn,  which  has  for  a  few  years  paft  fucceeded  to 
that  univerfal  liftlefsnefs  fo  prevalent  on  political 
fubjeds,  (except  when  the  fcourge  of  oppreflion  has 
been  too  fevere  for  human  patience.)" 

The  moft  aufpicious  prognoftication  of  an  im- 
proving age,  is  the  great  demand  for  cheap  hooks y  and 
the  univerfal  eftabliihment  of  book  clubs,  which  has 
opened  a  new  field  for  tLe  cultivation  of  literature, 
and  given  encouragement  to  the  hopes  of  the  phi- 
Ipfopher.  It  is  the  bulinefs  then  of  the  true  patriot 
la  this  preftnt  age  of  improvement  not  to  defcant 

'  on 


UNITED  STATES. 


on  forms  of  government,  but  to  difcufs  and  elucidate 
thofe  principles  on  which  regular  and  beneficial  con- 
flitutions  may  be  eftabliihed.  There  is  nothing 
immutable  but  truth  and  juftice  ;  and  whatever. 

IS  CONTRARY  TO  THESE  OUGHT  TO  BE 
CHANGED  1" 

To  this  quotation  I  will  add  another,  from  Arcli- 
deacon  Paley : 

No  ufage,  law,  or  authority  whatever  is  fo 
binding  that  it  need  or  ought  to  be  continued, 
when  it  may  be  changed  with  advantage  to  the 
community.  The  family  of  the  prince,  the  order 
of  fucceflion,  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  the 
form  and  parts  of  the  legiflature  together  with  the 
powers,  office,  duration,  and  mutual  dependency  of 
the  feveral  parts,  are  all  only  fo  many  laws,  muta- 
ble like  other  laws,  whenever  expediency  requires, 
either  by  the  ordinary  ad  of  legiflature,  or  if  the 
occafion  deferves,  by  the  iriterpofition  of  the 
people." 

I  will  here  fubjoin  fome  flirewd  remarks  of  Mr. 
jefFerfon's,  when  writing  upon  the  conllitution  of 
his  country :  ^  ^ 

In  Great  Britain,  it  is  faid,  the  conllitution  re- 
lies  on  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  honefty,  and  the 
liOrds  for  wifdom.    This  (he  fays)  would  be  a  ra- 
F  6  tional 
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tlonal  reliance,  if  honefty  were  to  be  bought  with 
money  and  if  wifdom  were  hereditary. 

In  fome  of  the  American  ftates,  the  delegates  and 
fenators  are  fo  chofen,  (in  order  to  introduce  the 
influence  of  different  interefts  or  different  princi- 
ples) as  that  the  fir  ft  reprefents  the  perfons,  and 
the  other  the  property  of  the  ftate.  But  with  us 
(in  Virginia)  wealth  and  wifdom  have  equal  chance 
or  admiffion  into  both  houfes." 

All  the  powers  of  a  government,  legijlati^e^  ex- 
ecutive and  judiciary y  ought  to  be  diftindl  and  fepa- 
rate.  The  concentrating  all  thefe  into  the  fame- 
hands  is  precifely  the  definition  of  a  defpotic  go- 
vernment.  In  fuch  a  cafe  the  public  money  and 
the  public  liberty,  will  foon  be  difcovered  to  be  the 
fources  of  wealth  and  dominion  to  thofe  who  hold 
them ; — diftinguilhed  too  by  this  tempting  circum- 
ftance,  that  they  are  the  inftruments  as  well  as 
objects  of  acquifition,  *^  With  money  'we  ^ill  get 
men^^  faid  Csefar,  *^  and  n^jith  men  ^e  wll  get 
money. 

June  6,  I  had  the  honor  of  an  interview  with 
the  Prefident  of  the  United  States,  to  whcni  I  was 
introduced  by  Mr.  Dandridge,  his  fecretary.  He 
received  me  very  politely,  and  after  reading  my 
letters ,  I  was  alked  to  breakfaft. 

I  con- 
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I  confefs,  I  was  ftruck  with  awe  and  veneration, 
when  I  recolleded  that  1  was  now  in  the  prefence 
of  one  of  the  greateft  men  upon  earth — the  great 
Washington — the  noble  and  wife  bene fa6l or  of 
the  world  !  as  Mirabeau  ftyles  him  ; — the  advo- 
cate of  human  nature—  the  friend  of  both  worlds. 
Whether  we  view  him  as  a  general  in  the  field, 
veiled  with  unlimited  authority  and  power,  at  the 
head  of  a  vidlorious  army ;  or  in  the  cabinet,  as  the 
Prefident  of  the  United  States ;  or  as  a  private 
gentleman,  cultivating  his  own  farm ;  he  is  ftill  the 
fame  great  man,  anxious  only  to  difcharge  with 
propriety  the  duties  of  his  relative  iituation.  His 
condu£l  has  always  been  fo  uniformly  manly,  ho- 
,norable,  juft,  patriotic,  and  difinterelled,  that  his 
greatefl  enemies  cannot  fix  on  any  one  trait  of  his 
charader  that  can  defer ve  the  leall  cenfure.  Hi^ 
paternal  regard  for  the  army  while  he  commanded 
it ;  his  earneil  and  fmcere  defire  to  accomplilh  the 
glorious  obje6l  for  which  they  were  contending  5 
his  endurance  of  the  toils  and  hazards  of  war,  with- 
out ever  receiving  the  lead  emolument  from  his 
country  and  his  retirement  to  private  life  after  the 
peace,  plainly  evince,  that  his  motives  were  the 
moii  pure  and  patriotic,  that  could  proceed  from  z 
benevolent  heart.  His  letters  to  congrefs  during 
the  war,  now  lately  publilhed  in  England,  as  well 
as  his  circular  letter  and  farewell  orders  to  the  ar- 
mies of  the  United  States,  at  the  end  of  the  war, 
ihew  him  to  have  been  juHly  ranked  among  the 
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fine  writers  of  the  age.  V/hen  we  look  down  from 
this  truly  great  and  illuftricus  chara£ler,  upon  other 
public  fervants,  we  find  a  glaring  contraft ;  nor 
can  we  fix  our  attention  on  any  other  great  ^en, 
without  difcovering  in  them  a  vaU  and  mortifying 
difiimilarity  ! 

The  Prefident  in  his  perfon,  is  tall  and  thin,  but 
eredl ;  rather  of  an  engaging  than  a  dignified  pre- 
fence.  He  appears  very  thoughtful,  is  flow  in  de- 
livering himfelf,  which  occafions  fome  to  conclude 
him  referved,  but  it  is  rather,  I  apprehend,  the 
efFedl  of  much  thinking  and  refledion,  for  there  is 
great  appearance  to  me  of  affability  and  accommo- 
dation. He  was  at  this  time  in  his  fixty-third  year, 
being  born  February  ii,  1732,  O.  S.  but  he  has 
very  little  the  appearance  of  age,  having  been  all 
his  life-time  fo  exceeding  temperate.  There  is  a 
certain  anxiety  vifible  in  his  countenance,  with 
marks  of  extreme  fenfibility^ 

Notwithilanding  his  great  attention  and.  employ- 
ment in  the  affairs  of  his  well-regulated  govern^- 
ment,  and  of  his  own  agricultural  concerns,  he  is  ia 
correfpondence  with  many  of  the  eminent  geniufes 
in  the  different  countries  of  Europe,  not  fo  much 
for  the  fake  of  learning  and  fame,  as  to  procure  the 
knowledge  of  agriculture,  and  the  arts  ufeful  to  hi$ 
country. 

'  I'm* 
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I  informed  his  Excellency,  in  the  courfe  of  con- 
verfation,  that  I  was  a  manufa^liirer  from  England, 
who,  out  of  curiofity  as  well  as  bufinefs,  had  made 
an  excurfion  to  America,  to  fee  the  ftate  of  fociety 
there;  to  infpedl  their  various  manufadlories,  and 
particularly  the  woollen,  with  which  I  was  belt  ac» 
quainted.  The  General  afked  me  what  I  thought  of 
their  wool  ?  I  informed  him,  that  I  had  feen  fome 
very  good  and  fine,  at  Hartford,  in  Connedicut, 
which  they  told  me  came  from  Georgia;  but  that  in 
general  it  was  very  indifferent:  yet  from  the  ap- 
pearance of  it,  I  was  convinced  it  was  capable  of 
great  improvement.  That,  to  my  furprife,  in  the 
courfe  of  travelling  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles, 
from  BoJIon  hither,  I  had  not  feen  any  fiock  of  more 
than  twenty  or  thirty  fheep,  and  but  few  of  thefe; 
from  whence  I  concluded  there  was  no  great  quan- 
tity grovvn  in  the  fiates,  fo  as  to  anfwer  any  great 
purpofes  for  manufadure.  His  Excellency  obferved, 
that  from  his  own  experience,  he  believed  it  capable 
of  great  improvement,  for  he  had  been  trying  fome 
experiments  with  his  own  flocks  (at  Mount  Vernon ;) 
that  by  attending  to  breed  and  paflurage,  he  had  fo 
far  improved  his  fleeces,  as  to  have  encreafed  them 
from  two  to  fix  pounds  a- piece;  but  that  fince,from 
a  multiplicity  of  other  objeifls  to  atten4  to,  they 
were,  by  being  neglecled,  gone  back  to  half  their 
weight,  being  now  fcarcely  three  pounds.  I  took 
this  opportunity  to  offer  him  one  of  my  publications 
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on  the  Encouragement  of  Wool,  which  he  feemed 
with  pleafure  to  receive. 

Mrs.  Walhington  herfelf  made  tea  and  coiFee  for  us* 
On  the  table  were  two  fmall  plates  of  fliced  tongue, 
dry  toaft,  bread  and  butter,  &c.  but  no  broiled  fifti, 
as  is  the  general  cuftom,  Mifs  Cuftis,  her  grand- 
daughter, a  very  pleafing  young  lady,  of  about  fixteen, 
fat  next  to  her,  and  her  brother  George  Wafliington 
Cuftis,  about  two  years  older  than  herfelf.  There  was 
but  little  appearance  of  form  :  one  fervant  only  attend- 
ed, who  had  no  livery ;  a  filver  urn  for  hot  water,  was 
the  only  article  of  expence  on  the  table.  She  appears 
fomething  older  than  the  Prefident,  though,  I  un- 
derfland,  they  were  both  born  in  the  fame  year; 
fliort  in  ftature,  rather  robuil;  very  plain  in  her 
drefs,  wearing  a  very  plain  cap,  with  her  grey  hair 
clofely  turned  up  under  it.  She  has  routs  or  levees^ 
(which  ever  the  people  chufes  to  call  them)  every 
Wednefday  and  Saturday  at  Philadelphia,  during 
the  fitting  of  Congrefs.  But  the  Anti-federalifts 
objedl  even  to  thefe,  as  tending  to  give  a  fuper- 
eminency,  and  introductory  to  the  paraphernalia  of 
courts. 

After  fome  general  converfation,  we  rofe  from 
table,  to  view  a  model  which  a  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia, who  had  break/afted  with  us,  had  brought  for 
the  infpedlion  of  the  Prefident,  It  was  a  fcheme  to 
convey  veflels  oa  navigable  canals,  from  one  lock  to 
another^  without  the  expence  of  having  flood-gates, 
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by  means  of  a  lever,  weighted  by  a  quantity  of  water 
pumped  into  a  refervoir. 

The  Prefident  has  continual  applications  from  the 
ingenious,  as  the  patron  of  every  new  invention, 
which,  good  or  bad,  he  with  great  patience  liftens 
to,  and  receives  them  all  in  a  manner  to  make  them 
go  away  fatisfied. 

In  the  evening  I  went  to  the  new  Theatre,  to  fee 
Mrs,  Inchbald's  Play,  E^ery  One  has  his  Faulty^ 
with  the  Farce  No  Song  No  Supper,^*  Mrs. 

Whitloek,  fifter  to  Mrs.  Siddons,is  the  chief  adtrefs; 
and,  to  my  furprife,  I  recognized  Dariey,  one  of  the 
adors,  lail  winter  at  Salifbury,  in  the  character  of 
Crop.  It  is  an  elegant  and  convenient  theatre,  as 
large  as  that  of  Covent  Garden ;  and,  to  judge  from 
the  drefs  and  appearance  of  the  company  around 
me,  and  the  adlors  and  fcenery,  I  fhould  have 
thought  I  had  flill  been  in  England.  Tlie  ladies 
wore  the  fmall  bonnets  of  the  fame  fafhion  as  thofe 
I  faw  when  I  left  England ;  fome  of  chequered  draw, 
&c.  fome  with  their  hair  full  drelTed,  without  caps, 
as  with  us,  and  very  few  in  the  French  ftyle.  The 
,  younger  ladies  with  their  hair  flowing  in  ringlets  on 
their  fhoulders.  The  gentlemen  with  round  hats^ 
their  coats  with  high  collars,  and  cut  quite  in  the 
Englifli  fafhion,  and  many  in  filk  flriped  coats. 
The  fcenery  of  the  flage  excellent,  particularly  a  view 
on  the  Skuylkill,  about  two  miles  from  the  city.  The 
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greateft  part  of  the  fcenes,  however,  belonged  once* 
to  Lord  Barrymore's  Theatre,  at  Wai  grave.  The 
motto  over  the  ftageis  novel  "  T/^e  Eagle  fufers^ 
little  Birds  to JingJ^^  Thereby  hangs  a  tale.  When 
it  was  in  contemplation  to  build  this  Theatre,  it  was 
llrongly  oppofed  by  the  Quakers,  who  ufed  all  their 
influence  with  Gongrefs  to  prevent  it,  as  tending  to 
corrupt  the  manners  of  the  people,  and  encreafe  too 
much  the  loveof  pleafure.  It  v/as,  however,  atlengtli 
earried,  and  this  motto  from  Shakefpear  was  chofen. 
It  is  applicable  in  another  fenfe ;  for  the  State 
Houfe,  where  Gongrefs  lits,  is  diredly  oppofite  to  it, 
both  being  in  Ghefnut-ilreet,  and  both  houfes  are 
often  performing  at  the  fame  time.  Yet  the  Eagle 
(the  emblem  adopted  by  the  American  government) 
is  no  way  interrupted  by  the  chattering  of  thefe 
mock  birds  witk  their  mimic  fongs* 

June  7.  Break faftied  by  invitation  with  Colonel 
Wadfworth,  the  Member  for  Gonnedlicut,  at  No. 
67,  Pine-ftreet.;  I  found  him  a  very  fenfible  intel- 
ligent man,  of  plain,  open  manners.  From  his  ex- 
tenfive  knowledge  in  mercantile  bufinefs,  and  having 
much  political  experience,  his  opinion  is  very  much 
attended  to  in  every  debate,  more  efpecially  in 
public  accounts  and  commercial  concerns.  He  is 
alfo  much  interefted  in  the  breeding  of  Iheep, 
which  he  wants  to  fee  more  generally  encouraged, 
and  mutton  become  more  univerfally  the  food  of 
the  Americans.- 
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He  told  me  twenty  ewes  had  produced  him  forty-- 
three  lambs  laft  year.  He  fays  Tome  of  the  fouthern 
Hates  are  attempting  manufafture,  but  with  little 
fuccefs :  their  habits  of  life  are  againft  it;  naturally 
indolent^  they  leave  every  thing  to  be  done  by  their 
flaves.  He  fays,  the  planters  oyvn,  that  the  work 
their  negroes  do,  produces  lefs  improvement  of 
capital,  than  if  their  purchafe  money  had  been  p'at 
out  to  interelL  This  accounts  for  their  being  fo 
leady  to  come  to  a  rupture  with  Great  Britain,  as 
they  are  generally  much  in  our  debt,  and  that 
would  excufe  them  from  paying.  Fond  of  horfe-* 
racing,  cock-fighting,  and  other  kinds  of  diiTipa» 
tion,  with  a  general  averfion  to  bufinefs,  they  are^ 
generally  fpeaking,  in  embarralTed  circumftancesa 
yet  hofpitable  to  an  extreme » 

Mr.  Wadfworth  has  many  (hips  of  his  own  ;  one^ 
he  told  me,  was  juft  returned  from  an  Eall  In- 
dian voyage^ 

He  recommends  to  every  man  coming  out  from 
England,  firft  to  fee  the  whole  trad  of  country 
from  Newbury  Port  to  Charlefton,  tefore  he  fixes 
his  plan.  Many  perfons,  to  his  knowledge,  have 
embraced  the  firil  promifmg  offer,  (which  the 
Americans  are  ready  enough  to  make  to  every  man 
that  has  money)  which  they  afterwards  have  re- 
pented of  and  quitted  again,  at  a  great  lofs.  Mr. 
Wadfvyorlh  had  on  a  great  coat  from  the  Hartford 
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snanufadlory,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  propnetofs ; 
it  was  an  elaftic  cloth,  very  thick,  large  fpan,  and 
badly  d relied ;  not  near  fo  good  as  the  fame  fort 
from  England,  and  much  dearer,  of  courfe.  Many 
Hocking  looms  are  at  work  at  Hartford  ;  the  town 
encreafmg  very  faft.  Linen -weaving  work  is  fent 
from  Newhaven  to  Norfolk ;  both  are  towns  in 
Connedicut,  forty  miles  diilance  from  H?.rtford. 
Mr.  W.  made  rne  very  handfome  oifers  to  induce 
me  to  fettle  near  him  in  a  manufadlory  there.  I  make- 
no  doubt,  I  might  make  fuch  a  fcheme  profitable, 
were  I  to  engage  in  it;  but  many  objections  occur 
to  me:  befxdes  the  giving  up  the  fociety  and  friends 
I  am  ufed  to,  a  concern  of  this  kind  Vv'ould  require 
thrice  the  exertion  and  fatigue,  and  thrice  the 
capital ;  and  certainly  were  I  refolved  to  leave  my 
country,  I  would  not  embarras  myfeif  with  an  en- 
creafe  of  trouble  in  another,  unlefsmy  circumftances 
compelled  ;  and  even  in  that  cafe,  there  are  many 
other  concerns  to.  be  engaged  in,  equally  profitable^ 
without  half  the  capital,  or  a  quarter  of  the  trouble 
and  exertion^ 

The  fame  day,  I  went  with  Mr.  Henry,  of  Man- 
chefter,  who  lodged  in  the  fame  houfe,  to  vifit  the 
Franklin  Library.  It  is  one  of  the  handfomefl 
buildings  I  have  yet  feen.  It  is  of  that  beauti- 
ful brick  which  is  peculiar  to  Philadelphia,  with 
free-flone  mouldings,  cornices,  and  fafcias;  two 
ftories  high^  flat  roof,  a  ftone  baluftrade  on  the  top, 
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^witli  ornamental  urns,  five  on  each  fide ;  about 
l'"^  Seventy  feet  in  front,  and  forty  in  depth  :  you  enter 
it  by  a  doubleJiight  of  fleps,  guarded  by  a  neat  iron 
railing  on  each  fide,  through  an  elegant  portico; 
and  over  the  door  on  the  outfide,  is  a  ftatue  of  Dr. 
Frai:klin,  its  founder.  It  was  given  by  Mr  Bing- 
ham, the  fenator.  This  Library  C9nfifts  ofiiear  twelve 
thoufand  volumes ;  ten  directors  and  a  treafurer  are 
annually  eleded;  the  former  appoint  a  fecretary 
and  librarian  :  the  books  are  lent  out  of  doors,  ac- 
cording to  rules  laid  down  ;  and  the  library  is  open 
from  two  o'clock  till  fun-fet,  for  any  perfon  to 
come  and  read  there  for  a  very  fmall  fum,  this  en- 
ables perfons  in  all  ranks  of  life  to  acquire  what 
degree  of  knowledge  they  are  inclined  to  attain* 
I  obferved  they  had  all  our  capital  publications  in 
hiilory,  philofophy,  mathematics,  polity.  Sec.  ;  and 
they  were  in  general  very  much  worn,  a  proof  they 
are  much  ufcd.  Strangers  may  have  cut  any  book 
upon  depofiting  twice  the  value  of  the  book,  which 
is  reftored  upon  its  being  returned;  paying  how* 
^ver,  at  the  rate  of  twelve-pence  (feven-pence  far- 
thing flerling)  for  a  folio  for  a  fortnight.  It  Hands 
in  Fifth-flreet,  jufl  below  where  Chefnut-ftreet 
crofiTes  it,  near  the  State-Houfe. 

The  State-Houfe  I  have  already  defcribed,  of 
which  I  have  annexed  a  drawing,  to  perfed  the 
reader's  idea  of  it.    Behind  it  is  a  garden,  which  is 
open  for  company  to  walk  in.    It  v/as  planned  and 
i  iai4 


EXCURSION  TO  THE 


laid  out  by  Samuel  Vaughan,  Efq.  a  mercliant  of 
London,  who  went  out  a  few  years  ago,  and  refided 
fome  time  at  Philadelphia.  It  is  particularly  conve- 
nient to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  which  being 
on  the  ground  flour,  has  two  doors  that  open  diredly 
into  it,  to  which  they  can  retire  to  compofe  their 
thoughts,  or  lefreOi  themfelves  after  any  fatigue  of 
bufmefs,  or  confer  together  and  converfe,  without 
interrupting  the  debate.  F.  A.  Muhlenberg  is 
Speaker,  and  when  the  houfe  refolves  itfeif  into  a 
committee,  Mr.  Trumbull  is  generally  the  chairman, 
a  man  who  feems  very  converfant  with  bufinefs, 
which  he  goes  through  with  precificn  and  accuracy. 
The  number  of  members  is  encreafed  from  fe- 
venty-eight,  to  one  hundred  and  five;  the  two  from 
Kentucky  were  the  laft  added. 

Adjoining  to  the  houfe  on  the  fouth  fide,  is 
Oeller's  Hotel,  where  the  Members  are  conveni- 
ently accommodated,  many  of  whom  lodge  there. 
Mr.  Henry  and  myfelf  went  into  this  Hotel,  and  it 
being  very  hot  vi^eather,  we  ordered  a  glafs  of  cool 
punch  each,  and  they  were  brought  to  us  with  a 
lump  of  ice  in  each  glafs,  which  had  alfo  pine-apple  i 
juice,  to  heighten  its  flavour.  The  houfe  being 
full,  there  was  no  room  for  us  but  in  the  AfTembly  . 
Room,  where  alfo  where  feveral  other  perfons,  and 
among  the  reft,  that  eminent  man,  Monf.  Taley- 
rand,  the  late  Bilhop  of  Autun,  who,  I  hear,  is 
fince  reftored  to  his  country.    We  afked  Oeller  to 
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'!hew  us  his  ice  'lioufe,  to  which  he  readily  conduced 
^us  himfelf.    We  went  through  his  hot  kitchen, 
which  fecnied  !'ke  a  furnace,  and  on  his  opening 
two  d:;or..,  we  fca  id  ourfelves  in  Nova  Zembla,  or 
in  other  words,  ftanding  on  a  huge  body  of  ice,  tor- 
ty  feet  thick,  and  twenty  feet  fquare.    On  it  he 
kept  his  diflies  of  batter,  cold  drelTed  provifions^ 
fallads,  &c.    It  was  a  vaulted  room,  under  the 
flight  of  ileps  by  which  you  enter  his  houfe  on 
the  ftreet  fide :  but  ihe  chiil  was  too  fudden  and  in- 
tenfe  for  us  to  remain  long  there ;  we  were  glad  to 
feel  again  the  heat  of  the  fun,  although  but  five 
minutes  before,  we  were  burning  under  the  fervor 
of  its  meridian  rays. 

The  AfTembly  Room,  to  which  we  now  returned, 
mufl  not  pafs  undefcribed  :  it  is  a  moft  elegant  room, 
fixty  feet  fquare,  with  a  handfome  mufic  gallery  at 
one  end  '  it  was  papered  after  the  Frehch  talle, 
with  the  Pantheon  figures  in  compartments,  imita- 
ting feftoons,  pillars,  and  groups  of  antique  draw- 
ings, in  the  fame  ftyle  as  lately  introduced  in  the 
moil  elegant  houfes  in  London. 

To  help  my  reader  to  form  fome  idea  of  the  ftate 
of  poliihed  fociety  there,  I  fubjoin  the  Rules  for  re- 
gulating their  AiTemblies,  which  I  copied  from  the 
irame  hung  up  in  the  room : 
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RULES 
Kffthe  Philadelphia  AJfemhly  at  Oeller's  Hotel. 

I.  The  Managers  have  the  entire  diredion. 
The  Ladies  rank  in  fets,*  and  draw  for  places 
as  they  enter  the  room. — The  Managers  have 
power  to  place  ftrangers  and  brides  at  the  head 
of  the  Dances, 

3.  The  Ladies  who  lead,  call  the  Dances  alter- 
nately, 

4.  No  Lady  to  dance  out  of  her  fet,  without 
leave  of  a  Manager. 

5.  No  Lady  to  quit  her  place  in  the  Dance,  or 
alter  the  figure. 

€.  No  perfon  to  interrupt  the  view  of  the  Dan- 
cers. 

7.  The  rooms  to  be  opened  at  fix  o'clock, 

every  Thurfday  evenings  during  the  feafon  ; 

the  Dances  to  commence  at  feven,  and  end  at 

twelve  precifely, 
3.  Each  fet  having  danced  a  Country  Dance,  a 

Cotilion  may  be  called,  if  at  the  defire  of  eight 

Ladies. 

5.  No  Stranger,  admifiible,  without  a  Ticket, 
figned  by  one  of  the  Managers,  previoufly 
obtained. 

io.  No  Gentleman  admiflible  in  boots,  coloured 
llockings,  or  undr^fs. 

•  The  room,  b'.Ing  fo  wide,  will  admit  two,  or  even  three 
fets  to  dance  at  the  fame  tim^. 

II.  No 
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t-i.  No  Citizen  to  be  admiffible,  unlefs  he  is  a 
Subfcriber. 

12.  The  Managers  only  are  to  give  orders  to  the 
Mufic. 

13.  If  any  difpute  fhould  unfortunately  arife,  the 
Managers  are  to  adjuft  and  finally  fettle  the 
fame  ;  and  any  Gentleman  refuling  to  comply, 
becomes  inadmilfible  to  the  future  Affem* 
blies  of  that  feafon>. 


Were  I  to  recommend  the  moft  agreeable  lodg-^ 
ings  in  Philadelphia,  it  fhould  be  Oeller's  HoteU 
He  offered  to  lodge  and  board  me  for  feven  dollars  s 
week,  a  good  table,  neat  lodging  room,  and  a  plea* 
fant,  airy  fituation :  but  it  mu ft  not  be  during  the 
fitting  of  Congrefs,  for  then  it  is  always  full :  and 
if  you  want  to  lounge  away  an  hour,  go  to  Dobfon's, 
the  Bookfeller's  fhop,  in  South-fecond-ftreet ;  he  is 
a  very  liberal  intelligent  man,  and  will  inform  yoix 
on  moft  fubjeds ;  he  came  from  Scotland  to  fettle 
about  twenty  years  ago,  and  is  now  prefidentof  the 
Caledonian  fociety.  You  may  alfo  find  an  agreea- 
ble  reception  at  Bache's,  the  fon-in-law  and  fuccef- 
for  of  Dr.  Franklin,  in  Market  or  High-ftreet. 

At  Peak's  Mufeum,  I  was  entertained  for  two  or 
three  hours,  in  viewing  his  colledion  of  artificial 
and  natural  curiofuies,  fome  of  which  I  fhall  pro- 
G  ceed 
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ceed  to  enumerate.  It  is  not  yet  fo  extenfive  as  the 
Leverian  Mufeum  in  London,  but  it  h  every  day 
encreafing.  Mammoth's  teeth,  found  on  the  banks 
of  the  Ohio;  feveral  of  them  t^iat  I  meafured  were 
;  fixteen  and  feventeen  inches  round;  one  that  was 
broken  in  two,  appeared  of  the  fame  homey  fub- 
Hance  within,  fo  as  to  confirm  me  in  the  opinion  of 
its  being  the  real  cheek  tooth  of  fome  animal  now 
utterly  unknown.  Dr.  Cafpar  Widar,  profefTor  of 
anatomy  in  this  city,  I  am  told,  has  colIe£led  a  vafl: 
variety  of  huge  bones  of  this  animal,  which  he  is 
endeavouring  to  fyftematife.  There  were  feveral  of 
thofe  delicate  birds'  nefts  of  which  foups  are  made ; 
a  pair  of  Chinefe  Ihoes,  worn  by  the  lady  of  a  mer- 
chant at  Canton,  with  whom  the  donor  tranfa^led  bu- 
frnefs,  only  four  inches  long  ;  Chinefe  fans  iix  feet 
high;  Afbeftos,  found  a  few  miles  from  the  city; 
curious  and  rare  Birds  preferved  in  their  plumage  ; 
the  red  and  blue  Manakins ;  Birds  of  Paradife,  and 
Humming  Birds,  in  great  variety  ;  Toucans,  with 
their  remarkable  bills ;  Spoonbills,  .  natives  of 
Georgia;  Batts  of  Penfylvania,  carrying  their 
young  ;  Scarlet  Curlews  of  Cayenne,  &c. ;  medals, 
foflils,  rare  and  uncommon  ;  v-ery  curious  Petrifac- 
tions, from  their  cataradls  and  grottos ;  fcalps  ;  to- 
mahawks ;  belts  of  wampum,  of  curious  variety ; 
Indian  and  Otaheite  dreffes ;  and  feathers  from  the 
JFriendly  IHes* 
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Bat  what  particularly  ftruck  me  at  this  place,  was- 
the  portraits  (kit-cat  length)  of  all  the  leading  men& 
concerned  in  the  late  revolution  Waftiington, 
Fayette,  Baron  Steuben,  Green,  Montgomery, 
Jay;  and  many  others,  to  the  number  of  thirty  or 
more ;  which  after  a  century  h^nce,  will  be  very 
valuable  in  the  eyes  of  poUerity, 

June  8.  I  went  to'Chrlft  Church ;  it  was  Whit* 
funday,  and  Dr.  White  gave  a  fermon  on  the  pow- 
ers of  the  holy  fpirit  and  the  nature  of  infpiration* 
It  is  the  general  cuftom  to  preach  occafional  fermons 
on  all  the  calendar  and  other  remarkable  days, 
Mrs.  Wafhington  was  there,  accompanied  by  her 
grandfon  and  grand-daughter. 

I  dined  this  day  with  Mr.  Bingham,  to  whom  I 
had  a  letter  of  introduction .    I  found  a  magnificent 
houfe  and  gardens  in  the  bell  Englifh  flyle,  with 
elegant  and  even  fuperb  furniture  :  the  chairs  of  the 
drawing  room  were  from  Seddons's  in  London,  of 
the  nevvefl  talle ;  the  back  in  the  form  of  a  lyre, 
adorned  with  feiloons  of  crimfon  and  yellow  filk, 
the  curtains  of  the  room  a  feftoon  of  the  fame  :  the 
carpet  one  of  Moore's  moll  expenfive  patterns  :  the 
room  was  papered  in  the  French  tafte,  after  the 
llyle  of  the  Vatican  at  Rome.    In  the  garden  was 
a  profufion  of  lemon,  orange  and  citron  trees ;  and 
many  aloes,  and  other  exotics.    There  dined  with 
us  Mr,  Willings,prefident  of  the  Bank  of  the  United- 
G  2  States, 
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States,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Bingham  ;  Monf.  Cailot, 
the  exiled  Governor  of  Guadaloupe  ;  and  the  fa- 
mous Vifcount  de  Noailles,  who  diflinguifhed  him- 
felf  fo  much  in  the  firft  National  Conflituent  AlTem- 
faly,  on  Auguft  4,  1789,  by  his  £ve  propofitions, 
and  his  fpeech,  on  that  occafion,  for  the  abolition 
of  feudal  rights.  He  is  now  engaged  in  forming  a 
fettlement  with  other  unfortunate  countrymen,  about 
iixty-£ve  miles  north  of  Northumberland  Town* 
It  is  called  Afylum,"  and  Hands  on  the  eaftern 
branch  of  the  Sufquehanah.  His  lady,  the  filler 
cf  Madame  la  Fayette,  with  his  mother  and  grand- 
mother, were  all  guillotined^  without  trial,  by  that 
arch  villain,  Robefpierre* 

Mr.  Wlllings,  fpeaking  of  the  richnefs  of  fome  of 
the  new  foil,  afiured  me,  he  has  known  lands  fown 
ten  years  fucceffively  with  rye,  and  then  ten  years 
fucceffively  to  wheat,  without  any  manure  whatever 
during  the  whole  time,  and  it  never  failed  of  good 
crops.  But  this  is  not  to  be  underfrood  as  the  ge- 
neral cafe.  However,  Mr.  Bingham  and  his  father- 
in-law  are  laying  out  all  the  money  they  can  raife 
in  the  purchafe  of  lands. 

Mr.  Bingham  told  me,  that  in  the  year  1783,  he 
bought  a  piece  of  land  adjoining  to  Philadelphia, 
for  eight  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  which  now  yields 
iiim  eight  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  annum, 
and  lie  has  never  laid  out  twenty  pounds  upon  it : 
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forty  acres  of  padure  land  of  his,  fatted  forty  one 
oxen  in  one  year  for  the  Philadelphia  market,  with- 
out any  corn  whatever  being  given  them  :  this  muH 
be  very  profitable  indeed:  but  fuch  beef  is  not 
equal  to  our's.  Three  houfes  are  buying  up  all  the 
lands  in  Penfylvania  that  they  can  meet  with,  gi* 
ving  from  three  {hillings  and  lixpence  to  feven  ihil- 
lings  fterling  an  acre. — viz.  Morris  and  Nicholson-^ 
Bingham  and  W illings '■^^Xi^  Cazeno've  and  Co»  a 
Dutch  houfe. 

There  was  a  Mrs.  Morris,  daughter  to  Mr.  WiU 
lings,  at  dinner  with  us  in  fable  weeds,  having  loft  her 
hufband  during  the  late  ficknefs :  a  fenfible,  intelli- 
gent woman  J  who  had  much  improved  her  mind 
by  reading.  I  had  a  great  deal  of  converfation  with 
her,  and  Ihe  gave  me  many  particulars  of  the  fatal 
progrefs  of  the  Yellow  Fever,  which  were  very  dif- 
trelling.  The  contagion  for  the  firft  month,  was 
confined  to  Fore-ftreet,  one  of  the  clofeft  and  dirtielt 
parts  of  the  city,  near  the  wharfs,  and  banks  of  the 
Delaware,  which  is  feldom  free  from  diforder ;  for 
I  was  ferioufly  advifed  when  I  was  there,  (ten 
months  after)  not  to  go  much  into  that  ftreet,  for 
fear  of  infedlion.  So  virulent  a  diforder  there, 
however,  wasfo  new  and  alarming,  that  people  flew 
from  it  as  from  a  plague,  and  there  was  fuch  a  ge- 
neral fear  of  the  infedion,  that  many  periihed, 
without  a  human  being  coming  near  to  give  them 
even  a  drop  of  cold  water.  In  one  houfe,  an  infant 
G  3  was 
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was  found  fucking  the  dead  body  of  its  mother^ 
Women  dying  in  pains  of  child-bed,  not  having 
any  living  foul  to  come  near  them.  There  was 
fuch  a  general  panic,  and  fear  of  death  from  this 
malady,  that  relations  appeared  deilitute  of  the 
common  offices  of  humanity. 

The  firil  perfon  feized  with  It  was  taken  III  July 
2,']y  and  died  on  the  6th  of  AuguH: ;  and  no  public 
jftep  was  taken  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  fuffer- 
ers,  till  September  15.  I  faw  the  houfeonBulh 
Hill,  to  which  the  Committee  at  laft  began  to  re- 
move the  difeafed.  It  was  an  excellent  place  for 
the  purpofe,  about  two  miles  out  of  the  town.  It  i& 
a  handfome  feat,  belonging  (I  think)  to  a  Mr..  Ha- 
milton, then  abroad  on  his  travels,  I  never  could 
get  a  true  account  of  the  number  that  loft  their 
lives.  Some  ftated  them  as  high  as  fix  thoufand; 
others  three  thoufand ;  but  by  the  Annual  Account^ 
fmce  publilhed,  of  theBirths,  Deaths,  and  Burials  of 
the  Inhabitants,  which  is  here  annexed,  it  appears 
that  the  extra  deaths  in  that  year,  are  three  thou- 
fand four  hundred  and  ninety-five,  or  three  times  as 
many  as  ufual,  compared  with  thofe  of  the  former 
year;  of  which  two  years  the  particulars  next 
follow  • 
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A  Lift  of  the  Births  and  Deaths  in  the  fe<verai  religion w 
Societies  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 


VromAug,  1, 1792,     Aug*  I,  1793,  ^/^^  Tearbefure  the  Fever  raged. 
Births.         Deaths.     Total  Total 
/-^-A,,^^.        »_iL.^<,^Births.  Deaths.- 

Male.  Feni.    Male.  Fern. 


NAMES  of  the  SOCIETIES, 


Gei'man  Lutheran  Church 

244 

235 

125 

128 

479 

253 

German  Reformed  Church 

123 

95 

45 

51 

21B 

?f 

Chrift's  Ch.  &  St.  Peter's Ch, 

90 

85 

92 

76 

175 

168 

St.  Paul's  Church     -    -  - 

67 

56 

18 

26 

123 

44 

Society  of  Friends,  or  Qu^a  leers 
Catholic   S  St.  Mary's 

169 

178 

66 

80 

347 

146 

182 

171 

90 

86 

353 

176 

Churches  }  Holy  Trinity 

27 

24 

14 

15 

51 

29 

Firfc  Prefbyterian  Church 

30 

26 

17 

24 

56. 

41 

Second  Prefbyterian  Church 

34 

35 

23 

26 

69 

49 

A  una  rrclbyterian  L/nurcn 

77 

02 

43 

37 

59 

oO 

Scotch  Prelbyterian  Church 

12 

5 

5 

J 

17 

8 

The  AlTociate  Church 

4 

3 

a 

2 

7 

4 

Society  of  Free  Qsjakers  - 

5 

6 

II 

7 

IT 

18 

Moravian  Church       -  - 

5 

I 

4 

I 

6 

5 

Svvedifh  Church     -    -  - 

25 

26 

12 

14 

49 

26 

Methodift  Church  -    -  - 

21 

18 

9 

10 

39 

19 

Baptift  Church       -    -  - 
Univerfalifts      -    -    -  - 

15 

18 

10 

9 

33 

19 

4 

5 

I 

2 

9 

3 

Jewifh,  or  Hebrew  Church 

2 

I 

2 

I 

3 

3 

Potter's  Field,  white  People 
Ditto,  black  People     -  - 

81 

86 

124 

70 

167 

194 

69 

71 

65 

51 

140 

116 

1284 

1227 

778 

719 

2511 

1497 

Fro7n  Aug,  1, 1793,  /(J  Aug* 

German  Lutheran  Church 
German  Reformed  Church 
Chrift's  Ch.  &  St.  Peter's  Ch. 
St.  Paul's  Church       -  - 
Society  of  Friends  or  Quakers 
Catholic   >  St.  Mary's 
Churches  ^  Holy  Trinity 
Firft  Prefbyterian  Church 
Second  Prefbyterian  Church 
Third  Prefbyterian  Church 
Scotch  Prtfbyterian  Church 
The  Affociate  Church 
Society  of  Free  Quakers 
Moravian  Church       -  - 
Swedifh  Church     -    -  - 
Methodift  Church  -    -  - 
Eaptift  Church       -    -  - 
Univerfahfts  -    _  - 

Jewifh,  or  Hebrew  Church 
Potter's  Field,  white  People 
Ditto,  black  People     -  - 


^55 

251 

403 

379 

506 

78s 

70 

83 

179 

130 

153 

309 

78 

77 

221 

179 

155 

400 

59 

76 

40 

46 

135 

86 

171 

179 

236 

238 

350 

474 

100 

140 

198 

167 

240 

365 

33 

35 

41 

25 

68 

66 

27 

25 

69 

.3^ 

52 

99 

29 

29 

89 

68 

58 

157 

82 

79 

87 

57 

161 

144 

11 

10 

23 

18 

21 

41 

3 

3 

7 

8 

6 

75 

8 

9 

34 

17 

17 

51 

3 

5 

12 

5 

8 

17 

12 

19 

46 

50 

31 

96 

25 

27 

34 

2.6 

52 

60 

17 

19 

35 

32 

36 

67 

3 

4 

2 

I 

7 

3 

3 

0 

2 

I 

3 

3 

92 

1084 

514 

181 

1598 

67 

91 

68 

139 

159 

II48  2231  2933  2059  2379  499a 
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During  the  rage  of  this  diforder,  the  town  was 
univerfally  forfaken,  and  a  great  many  of  the 
houfes  totally  fhut  up.  It  is  believed  that  not  half 
the  number  would  have  died^  had  not  a  general 
fear  and  confternation  occafioned  fuch  a  great  neg- 
le£l  of  the  fick  and  difeafed.  The  people  did  net 
begin  to  return  into  the  city  till  the  froll  fet  in, 
which  was  in  December. 

The  phyficians  who  have  written  on  this  diforder 
are  much  divided  in  opinion  refpeding  the  origin  of 
it.  Some  fuppofe  it  imported  from  the  Weft  Indies 
©r  Bulam,  while  Dr.  Rufh  and  many  others  think  it 
originated  at  home.  The  following  are  fome  of  the 
pre-difpoflng  caufes  of  this  yellow  or  bilious  dif- 
order:  it  had  been  a  very  hot  fummer ;  and  from 
May  I,  to  September  ^o,  a  period  of  one  hundred 
and  iifty-two  days,  on  eighty  feven  of  them,  the 
mercury  had  rifen  to  88  or  upwards.  But  what 
ftruck  me  very  forcibly,  was  the  fcite  of  the  city  it- 
felf,  which  is  very  low,  flat,  and  marlhy ;  and  very 
little  relieved  by  the  frefh  evening  breezes.  When 
I  was  there  in  June  1794,  ^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^  marfh  covered 
with  water  round  the  city  ;  and  the  thermometer 
was  at  88,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  clofe,  that  I 
could  fcarcely  breathe.  I  felt  none  of  thofe  cold 
evening  breezes  which  I  experienced  at  New  York  • 
and  I  could  only  relieve  myfelf  by  fitting  in  my 
bed-chamber  without  coat  and  w^aiftcoi^,  and  with 
my  door  and  window  open. 

The 
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The  extraordinary  heat  of  that  fummer  muft  na- 
turally have  encreafed  the  exhalations  of  all  the 
marlhes.  In  the  fouth  and  middle  Hates,  it  gene- 
rally occalions  a  bilious  remittent  fever,  about  the 
clofe  of  every  hot  fummer,  to  perfons  not  ufed  to  ^ 
the  climate;  but  this  evil,  however,  is  gradually 
lelfening,  in  proportion  as  the  country  is  more 
drained  and  cultivated;  fo  that  the  caufes  there- 
of being  removed,  of  courfe,  the  eiFedts  will 
ceafe. 

For  the  further  information  of  my  readers,  I  here 
fubjoin  the  account  publifhed  by  authority  at  Phila- 
phia  about  a  year  after,  in  Poulfon^s  Almanac  for 
the  year  1795  • 

A  brief  Account  of  the  Yellow  Fever  which  pre^ 
vailed  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia^  in  the  Tear 
1793- 

Among  the  domeflic  occurrences  that  arretted  the 
attention  of  the  Citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year  1793,  the  rage  of  The  Yellow 
Fever"  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  deferves  to  be 
recorded  as  the  moft  remarkable.  The  diforder, 
diflinguifhed  by  this  appellation,  is  highly  contagi^ 
ous  and  mortal,  and  leads  in  its  train  all  the  horrors 
of  a  Pellilence.  A  difeafe  fo  dreadful  in  itfelf,  and 
fo  unufuai  in  this  country,  could  not  fail  to  occafion 
G  5  iiniver- 
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linlvcrfal  terror  and  confufion  during  its  prevalence^ 
and  general  curiofity  and  difcuffion  after  it  had  fub- 
iided.  The  public  have  already  been  prefented 
with  the  fucceflive  publications  of  Mr.  Carey,  Mr. 
Helmuth,  Dr.  Nally,  Dr.  Cathral,  Dr.  Currie,  Dr. 
Deveze,  and  Dr.  Rufh,  and  the  Minutes  of  the  ac- 
tive^ and  ufeful  Committee  of  Citizens.  Thefe 
produftions  will  tranfmit  to  pollerity  an  accurate 
and  compreheniive  hiflory  of  the  Fever,  and  throw 
the  cleareft  light  upon  the  future  refearches  of  fci- 
cnce  or  curiofity.  The  prefent  concife  account  is 
offered  only  to  thgfe  who  have  not  an  opportunity 
of  perufing  thefe  produdlions. 

The  ftate  of  the  weather  fome  time  previous  to 
the  appearance  of  the  Fever,  deferves  to  be  particu- 
larly noticed.  It  was,  in  general,  warm  and  dry, 
and  feemed  to  poffefs  a  quality  that  rendered  it  un- 
commonly enervating  and  depreffing  to  the  human 
frame.  The  feelings  and  recolledion  of  many  per- 
fons  who  have  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  efcape  the 
Fever  entirely,  or  to  furvive  its  attacks,  will  fuffici- 
ently  eilablifn  the  truth  of  this  obfervation.  But, 
whether  the  generation  of  the  diforder  may  be  at- 
tributed to  this  circumftance,  or  to  exalations  from 
putrid  vegetable  matter ;  or  whether  it  was  gene- 
rated at  all  in  this  country,  is  a  fubjedl  on  which 
Dodlors  have  difagreed,  and  I  fhall  not  attempt  to 
decide.  It  feems,  however,  to  be  agreed  on  all 
hands,  that  the  fenfible  qualities  of  the  atmofpherc 

had 
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had  a  ftriking  efFed,  in  rendering  the  contagion 
more  or  lefs  adive. 

The  Yellow  Fever  appeared  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia about  the  beginning  of  Auguft.  Dr.  Cath« 
rail  attended  a  patient  at  Denny's  lodging-houfe,  in 
Water-llreet,  on  the  third  of  Auguft.  On  the  fifth 
of  Auguft,  Dr.  Rufti  was  requeued  by  Dr.  Hodge 
to  vifit  his  child.  He  obferves  that  he  found  the 
child  ill  with  a  fever  of  the  bilious  kind,  accompanied 
with  2i yellow  Jkin,  which  terminated  in  death  on  the 
feventh  of  the  fame  month. 

On  the  fixth  of  Auguft,  Dr.  Rulh  was  called  to 
attend  two  perfons  with  limilar  fymptoms,  and  vi- 
fited  feveral  between  that  day  and  the  nineteenth 
following.  It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  even 
the  Phyficians  had  any  apprehenfion  of  the  exift- 
ence  of  a  malignant  contagious  Fever  in  the  city 
before  the  nineteenth ;  and,  even  after  that  period, 
fome  of  the  Profefiion  difputed  its  exiftence.  But 
th€  alarm  feems  then  to  have  fpread  pretty  rapidly, 
for  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  Auguft,  our  vigilant 
and  intrepid  Mayor,  Matthew  Clarkfon,  Efq.  ad- 
drelTed  the  City  Com.miffioners,  and  diredled  them 
to  cleanfe  and  purify  the  ftreets  immediately.  On 
the  twenty-third  or  twenty-fourth,  the  Governor. 
of  the  commonwealth  direded  an  enquiry  to  afcer- 
tain  the  fa£ls  refpedling  the  exiftence  of  a  contagious 
diforder  in  the  city,  and  the  probable  means  t  f  re- 
G  6  moving 
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moving  It.  Dr.  Hutchinfon,  the  Phyfician  of  the 
Port,  in  anfwer  to  the  firft  queftion,  ftated  the  ex- 
iflence  of  an  infectious  malignant  Fever,  and  the 
ravages  it  had  already  made  within  the  circle  of  his 
enquiries,*  In  anfwer  to  the  fecond,  he  referred  to 
the  recommendations  of  the  College  of  Phylicians 
refpeCling  the  prevention  and  treatment  of  the  dif- 
order,  which  were,  at  the  fanie  time,  made  public. 

The  public  calamity  was  now  no  longer  quefllon- 
able.  Terror,  confufion,  and  diftradion,  fpread 
rapidly  from  breafl  to  breaft,  and  from  family  to 
family.  The  Citizens  ceafed  to  regard  with  pleafure 
their  feats  of  thriving  induftry  and  flourilhing  com- 
merce. Thofe  of  them  whofe  conne6iions  afforded 
art  afylum,  or  whofe  circumflances  permitted  them 
to  feek  one,  gradually  abandoned  the  city,  and  re- 
tired to  diirerent  parts  of  the  United  States;  and 
the  horizon  of  horror  feemed  to  be  clofing  fwiftly 
on  thofe  who  remained  behind. 

In  the  progrefs  of  this  fatal  diforder,  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  fear  of  death  and  the  defire  of  fafety, 
predominated  over  every  principle  of  generof^ty, 
gratitude  and  duty.  The  near  approach  of  danger 
feemed  to  have  diflblved  the  tender  conne6libns  of 
parent  and  child — of  brother  and  lifter — ^of  hufband 

*  It  appears  by  the  regifler  of  deaths,  that  about  two  hundred 
perfons  had  been  carried  gff  by  the  Fever  at  this  time, 

and 
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and  wife.  That  amiable  enthufiafm — that  heroifm 
of  alFedion,  which,  might  have  been  fo  confpicuouf- 
ly  difplayed  on  this  occafion,  was  fought  for  in  vain. 
All  the  charities  of  human  nature  were  contradled 
into  a  fmall  circle,  and  that  little  circle  was  self. 

In  making  this  obfervation^,  which  muft  be  grating 
to  the  feelings  of  many  of  my  fellow  Citizens,  1  fol- 
low Mr.  Carey,  in  his  popular  Hiftoryof  the  Fever. 
As  a  general  obfervation,  I  believe  it  is  well  found- 
ed; but,  from  the  mafs  of  the  people,  I  have  no 
doubt  a  thoufand  amiable  inftances  of  contrary  con- 
duit might  be  feleded.  To  detail  thefe  would  be 
a  moll  agreeable  office;  but  voluntarily  Ihrinking 
from  public  applaufe,  or  funk  perhaps  to  the  lllent 
grave,  what  hiRorian  fhall  enrich  his  annals  with 
their  virtues  ?  What  penetrating  eye  has  darted  in- 
to the  deferted  chamber  of  difeafe  and  defpair,  and 
feen  the  alfedionate  wife  binding  the  temples  of  her 
hufband,  or  the  weeping  daughter  kneeling  beiide 
the  bed  of  her  father  ?  Amiable  fex  ! — who  know 
fo  well  to  rob  the  barbed  fhafts  of  pain  of  half  their 
afperity — your  gentle  offices,  1  am  perfuaded,  were 
not  entirely  negleded  at  this  important  crifis.  But 
it  is  the  fate  of  female  heroifm  to  fpread  no  farther 
than  the  borders,  of  their  own  families;  while  the 
magnanimity  of  men  is  flamped  on  medals,  and 
handed  down  in  records  'to  pofterity. 

At  this  period  of  total  ftagnation  of  bufinefs,  the 

weight 
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weight  of  the  public  calamity  fell  very  heavily  upon 
the  poor.  Without  the  means  of  efcape,  without 
refources  for  fubfiftence,  and  placed  in  thofe  narrow 
alleys,  and  crcuded  and  dirty  receffes,  in  which  the 
Fever  raged  with  the  moll  deftrudive  violence: 
fuch  of  them  as  were  not  fwept  at  once  into  the 
grave,  were  thrown  upon  the  public  charity.  At  the 
approach  of  the  diforder,  moll  of  the  Guardians  of 
the  Poor  had  left  thd  city,  and  thofe  of  them  who 
remained,  though  adive  and  benevolent,  found 
themfelves  utterly  unequal  to  the  additional  duties 
which  now  devolved  upon  them.  The  neceffity  of 
an  Hofpital  for  the  infeded,  was  immediately  felt 
and  acknowledged,  and  Bufh  Hill,  the  feat  of  Wil- 
liam Hamilton,  Efq.  a  large  and  commodious  edi- 
fice, fituated  near-  the  city,  but  aloof  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  any  other  dwelling  houfes,  was, 
after  fome  time,  fixed  upon  and  taken  pofTeffion  of. 
To  this  place  the  fick  were  fent>  and  here  they  were 
provided  for  and  attended.  On  the  tenth  of  Sep- 
tember, an  advertifement,  under  the  fignature  of 
the  Mayor,  announced  that  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor 
were  diftreifed  for  want  of  affiftance,  and  invited  the 
aid  of  benevolent  Citizens.  A  meeting  of  the  Citi- 
zens was  held  on  the  twelfth,  and  another  on  the 
fourteenth  of  September,  At  this  laft  meeting,  the 
Committee,  who  rendered  themfelves  fo  eminently 
iifeful  in  thefe  times  of  general  diilrefs,  were  nomi- 
nated. The  Committee  confilled,  originally^  of 
twenty-fix  members^  and,  as  nec^flity  demanded 
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their  immediate  organization,  they  proceeded  di- 
re6lly  to  bufinefs.  Stephen  Gi  r  a  r  d  and  Peter 
Helm  offered  themfelves  as  Superintendants  to  the 
Hofpital  at  Bufti  Hill.  This  dangerous  duty  they 
difcharged  with  a  zeal  ^nd  adlivity  which  does 
them  the  higheft  honor,  and  merits  the  warmeft  gra- 
titude of  their  fellow  Citizens.  Dr.  Deveze,  a 
Phyfician  from  Cape  Franfois  and  Dr.  DufReld,  of 
this  city,  devoted  their  profefTional  labors  to  the 
fervice  of  the  lick.  Under  the  diredion  of  thefe 
Gentlemen,  the  Hofpital  was  kept  in  excellent  order, 
and  furnifhed  with  every  requifite  for  the  comfort 
and  convenience  of  the  affiidled  Numerous  Nurfes 
and  Affiftants,  and  three  Refident  Phyiicians,  and  an 
Apothecary,  fecured  to  the  patients  every  benefit  of 
careful  attendance,  and  immediate  medical  aid.* 
At  firfl,  as  was  natural  to  exped,  the  Citizens  re- 
garded the  Hofpital  with  horror,  as  the  promifcuous 
retreat. of  defpairing  vidims,  who  were  conveyed 
thither  to  expire  at  a  diftance  from  their  friends. 
But  it  was  afterwards  regarded  as  the  fafefl  afylum 
for  the  infedied,  and  many  perlons  who  needed  not 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  laws,  were,  at  their  own  re- 
queft,  removed  thither,  as  to  a  place  where  they 
might  be  fecure  of  every  poffible  attention  and  af- 
fiftance. 

*  Vide  Minutes  of  the  Committee,  page  5s,  the  Report  upoa 
the  State  «f  the  Hofpital, 

III 


136 


EXCURSION  TO  THE 


In  the  rapid  progrefs  the  difeafe  made,  from  the 
time  the  Committee  of  Health  was  organized,  till 
the  middle  of  Odcber,  many  families  in  the  city, 
of  fome  refpedability,  adually  fufFered  for  the  want 
of  menial  aid.    The  Widow  Mills's  family^  in  Race- 
llreet,  to  the  number  of  feven,  were  all  ill  with  the 
Fever,  in  the  er.rly  part  of  September,  and  had  no 
other  Nurfe  but  a  black  man,  who  vifited  them  fre- 
quently every  day,  but  who  had  other  families  in  the 
fame  manner  under  his  care,  and  was,  of  confe- 
quence,  often  abfent.    The  family  fufFered  extreme- 
ly, till  a  young  man,  a  Nephew  of  the  Widow's, 
heard  of  their  dillrefs,  and  heroically  devoted  him- 
felf  to  their  relief :  inftruded  only  by  his  humanity, 
he  became  a  tender,  faithful,  and  felicitous  Nurfe.- 
Two  of  the  family  died — the  reft  recovered  under 
his  afFedlionate  care;  but,  a  few  days  after,  and  un- 
der the  fame  roof,  he  himfelf  funk  a  vidim  to  his 
own  virtuous  zeal.    Virtue,  wherever  it  appears, 
cnobles  the  pofTefTor,  however  humble  his  external 
fituation  may  be.    This  young  man's  name  was 
Charles  Hal  den — he  had  been  an  apprentice 
to  Jofeph  Budd,  of  this  city,  and  was  about  twenty 
years  of  age.    This  effort  of  courageous  humanity 
deferves  the  greater  applaufe,  as  he  never  expeded. 
to  furvive  it. 

The  diforder  feems  to  have  been  attended  with 
the  greatell  mortality,  between  the  eighth  and  four- 
teenth 
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teenth  of  06lober.  The  burials,  during  that  in- 
terval, average,  one  hundred  daily;  and  nothing 
could  exceed  the  melancholy  fituation  of  the  furvi- 
vors.  Almoft  all  the-  officers  of  government  had 
fcrfaken  the  city :  above  twenty  thoufand  inha- 
bitants had  likewife  fled,  and  near  three  thoufand! 
houfes  were  fhut  up.  Every  day  added  to  the  bills 
of  mortality  the  names  of  valuable  Citizens,  to  whom 
the  People  had  looked  up  with  eyes  of  hope  and  ex- 
pedatioh.  Social  intercourfe  was  at -an  end — the 
barred  manfion  admitted  no  longer  the  fleps  of  in- 
quifitive  familiarity,  or  foothing  afFedion.  The 
Citizens  turned  their  eyes,  fullen  with  continual 
grief,  diflrefsfujly  upon  every  approaching  objed. 

A  friend  of  mine,  who  remained  in  the  city  during 
the  whole  reign  of  the  diforder,  informed ,  me,  that, 
on  the  evening  of  a  day  in  which  the  mortality 
around  him  had  been  very  great,  and  feveral  of  his 
intimate  acquaintances  had  fallen,  he  retired  to  bed 
at  his  ufual^hour;  but,  tortured  with  melancholy 
refledions,  was  unable  to  take  any  repofe.  He 
rofe,  and  throwing  up  the  fafli  of  a  front  window, 
looked  into  the  ftreet.  The  moon  call  her  paleft 
beams  upon  the  profpeft,  and  the  death-like  filence 
which  reigned  around,  was  interrupted  only  by  the 
loud  and  piercing  ftirieks  of  departing  vidims,  and 
the  low  rumbling  noife  of  carriages  removing  the 
dead.  Sometimes  he  would  fee  a  frelh  corpfe  filent- 
ly  let  down  from  a  cafement,  and,  being  placed  upon 
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Ihafts,  fall  into  the  long,  flow,  and  ibl emn  marcli 
of  an  endlefs  train  of  coffins.  What  a  ftriking  pic- 
ture of  defolation  did  this  once  chearful  and  po- 
pulous city  prefent  1  How  gloomy  to  a  being  fur- 
rounded  with  all  thefe  horrors,  and  who  knew  not 
in  what  manner  they  would  terminate  ! 

An  alFe^ling  inftance  of  accumulatx^d  domeftic  dif- 
trefs,  is  recorded  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Committee^ 
page  71: 

One  of  the  Carters,  in  the  fcrvice  of  the  Com-^ 
mittee,  reports.  That  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty,  he  heard  the  cry  of  a  perfon  in  great  diitrefs. 
The  neighbours  informed  him,  that  the  family  had 
been  ill  fome  days,  and  that,  being  afraid  of  the 
dileafe,  no  one  had  ventured  to  examine  the  houfe. 
He  chearfuUy  undertook  the  benevolent  tafk — went 
up  flairs,  and  to  his  furprife,  found  the  father  dead, 
who  had  been  lying  on  the  floor  for  fome  days,  two 
children  near  him,  alfo  dead,  and  the  mother  in  la- 
bour. He  tarried  with  her;  flie  was  delivered  while 
he  was  there  ;  and,  in  a  fliort  time,  both  fhe  and  her 
infant  expired!  He  came  to  the  City-Hall,  took 
coffins  and  buried  them  all." 

The  difeafe  in  its  deflrudive  career  had  robbed 
many  families  of  their  head  and  fupport,  and  left 
nunf^erous  infants  wandering  about  the  ftreets,  with- 
out any  human  being  to  own  and  proted  them. 

The 
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The  Committee  found  here  a  new  occafion  for  the 
exercife  of  their  paternal  care,  and  accordingly 
cftabliflied  an  orphan-houfe,  with  a  refpedable  Ma» 
tron  to  fuperintend  it.  This  inf^itution  has.,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  extended  its  Ihelter  to  one  hundred  and 
ninety-four  children.  At  the  difiolution  of  the 
Committee,  they  recommended  thefe  Innocents  to 
the  protedion  of  the  Legiflature,  in  the  moll  earneil 
and  afFeding  manner.  An  a6l  of  the  General  Af- 
fembly  has  fince  been  pafTed,  appointing  Guardians 
for  thefe  Orphan  Children,  and  providing,  in  a  li* 
beral  manner,  for  their  fupport  and  education. 

On  the  twenty- fixth  of  06lober,  the  diforder 
having  very  conliderably  abated,  the  Committee 
addreffed  their  fellow  Citizens,  congratulating  theni 
on  the  very  flattering  change  that  had  taken  place; 
but  recommending  to  thofe  who  were  abfent,  not 
to  return  until  the  ftate  of  the  atmofphere  Ihould  be 
altered  by  rain  or  cold  weather.  During  the  greatefl 
part  of  the  diforder,  the  heavens  (to  ufe  a  forcible 
Scripture  expreffion)  had  been  as  hrafs*  To  this 
uncommon  drought  may  be  attributed  much  of  the 
violence  and  obttinacy  of  the  Fever.  Towards  the 
latter  end  of  Odober  the  weather  became  more 
cool,  and  fome  rain  defcended.  Although  this  un- 
quefcionably  produced  very  falutary  effedls ;  yet,  it 
is  poflible,  that  this  circumllance  alone  will  not  ac- 
count for  the  very'rapid  declenfion  of  the  difeafe* 
Mr,  Carey  devotes  a  whole  chapter  of  his  book,  ta 

prove* 
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prove,  that  winds  and  rain  had  no  efFe6l  at  all,  but 
that  the  ceffation  ought  to  be  afcribed  to  fuperna- 
tural  divine  interference.  He  who  believes,  that 
the  DEITY  could  as  well  employ  natural  as  mira- 
culous means  to  accomplifh  his  benevolent  purpofes, 
will  undoubtedly  conclude,  that  in  this  refped,  his 
piety  is  as  miHaken  as  his  philofophy  is  erroneous. 

Poulfon's  Almanac  for  1795* 

A  Summary  of  Death Sy  each  Months  during  the  Fe^er^ 

In  Auguft,  1793,  there  died  361 

In  September,      —       —  ^5^4 

In  Qdober,       —        —  2045 

In  November,      ~      —  124 

Total  4C44 


Monday^  June  g,  went  with  Mr.  St.  George  and 
Mr.  Henry  over  the  ferry  of  the  Skuylkill,  to  vifit 
Mr.  Bartram,  the  famous  botanift,  who  gives  us 
fuch  furprifmg  llories,  in  his  publication  of  his  fierce 
battles  with  the  alligators,  on  the  coafts  of  Georgia, 
&c.  while  botanizing.  He  relides  about  nine  miles 
from  Philadelphia,  retired  from  the  buille  of  life,  on 
an  eftate  of  his  own,  on  the  banks  of  the  SkuylkilL 
I  faw  his  green  houfe  and  fhrubbery :  here,  I  con- 
fefs,  I  was  much  difappointed,  to  findfo  little  to  look 
at.  One  of  my  companions  joking  the  old  gentle- 
man about  the  alligators  that  he  had  formerly 

fought 
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'fought  with,  he  became  fo  referved,  that  we  could 
get  but  little  converl'ation  from  him. 

On  our  return  we  flopped  at  Grey's  Gardens,  a 
place  of  entertainment,  like  Bagnigge  Wells.  The 
ground  has  every  advantage  of  hill  and  dale^  for  be- 
ing laid  out  in  great  variety;  and  it  is  neatly  de- 
corated with  alcoves,  arbours,  fhady  walks,  &c.  It 
Hands  at  the  ferry  of  the  Skuylkill,  about  four  miles 
from  the  city,  and  is  much  frequented  by  parties  of 
pleafure  fjom  thence.  This  river  makes  a  moft 
beautiful  meander  juft  at  this  place;  the  fine  curve 
informs,  appearing  mathematically  true. 

We  had  tea,  coffee,  fyllabubs,  cakes,  &c.  Sec,  for 
all  which,  we  paid  only  half  a  dollar  each,  horfes' 
hay  included  The  river  is  pretty  wide  at  this 
place,  very  rapid  at  times,  and  ebbs  and  flows  fix 
feet:  on  thefe  accounts,  no  common  bridge  will 
do,  as  the  abutments  could  not  ftand  long  ;  it  is 
therefore  a  floating  bridge,  which  riles  and  falls 
with  the  tide,  yet  is  perfedly  fafe  to  the.  heaviefl: 
carriage,  and  is  very  flmilar  to  one  I  defcribed  be- 
fore, at  Nefliammany,  in  my  journey  from  New 
York.  It  is  a  difgrace  to  fo  fine  and  large  a  city 
as  Philadelphia,  to  have  fuch  bad  roads  near  it :  we 
could  go  fcarce  four  miles  an  hour,  although  it  is 
the  month  of  June.  It  was  a  deep  miry  clay, 
drenched  with  water,  which  feems  to  have  no  means 
€>{  running  off,  the  country  round  being  fo  flat. 

Great 
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Great  oppofition  has  b^en  made  to  the  introduflioa 
of  turnpikes:  the  only  one  yet  permitted  in  Ame- 
rica, is  now  making  from  this  city  to  Lancafter,  a 
dillance  of  fixty  miles,  which  is  but  partly  elFeded  ; 
yet  the  advantages  which  muft  refult  from  it,  will 
probably  foon  make  way  for  others. 

On  our  return  to  the  city,  about  feven  in  the 
evening,  the  noife  of  the  croaking  frogs,  and  tree 
toads,  was  intolerable,  for  they  abound  in  the  en- 
virons of  this  city.  The  ground  laid  out  for  half 
the  city,  ftill  remains  occupied  by  thefe  croaking 
gentlemen:  the  buildings,  as  yet, extend  but  about 
half  way  from  the  Delaware  to  the  Skviylkill. 

Tuefday,  I  was  at  the  houfe  where  the  celebrated 
Dr.  Franklin  lived  and  died.  Mrs.  Bache  his 
daughter,  is  a  very  handfome,  pleafing  woman:  fhe 
introduced  the  Dodor's  grand-children  to  me,  one 
after  the  other,  pointing  to  a  little  boy,  that  is 
reckoned  the  very  im.age  of  his  grandfather, 
"When  I  was  Ihewn  into  this  great  man's  library  and 
iludy,  my  fenfations  almoil  overcame  me.  In  the 
room,  hung  his  jwdlure,  painted  at  Paris,  two  years 
before  his  death,  which  was  April  17,  1790.  I  felt 
a  glow  of  enthufiafm  grow  in  my  mind^  at  vifiting 
the  late  abode  of  this  great  man.  J  was  now  fland- 
ing  in  his  library, ^he  fcene  of  his  vaft  labours.  I 
went  from  hence  diredly  to  the  fpot  where  he 
landed,  when,  with  his  roll  under  his  arm>  he  was 

^  ,  firft 
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lirft  noticed^  by  Mifs  Read,  who  afterwards  became 
Ms  wife,  and  walked  over  the  very  ground,  whicli 
lie  def:ribes  in  the  memoirs  of  his  life. 

This  afternoon,  June  10,  very  rainy,  with  thun- 
der and  lightning,  I  went  with  Mr.  Vaughan  the 
merchant,  to  Mr.  Johnfon,  from  Bordeaux,  in  bu- 
finefs,  and  during  our  painng  through  the  ilreet^, 
at  eight  in  the  evening,  it  feemed  one  incelTant 
fialh  :  I  had  never  feen  fuch  lightning  before,-  It 
feems  fuch  rains  at  this  feafon  of  the  year  as  accom» 
panied  it,  are  very  uncommon, 

Wednefday,  1  took  a  ride  over  to  German  Town, 
5x  miles,  to  fee  a  Wiltihire  f  mily  (Mayo)  fettled 
in  that  place,  who  received  me  very  cordially,  at 
a  very  pretty  country  houfe  adjoining  to  a  pleafant 
healihy  town.  From  thence  I  went  to  fee  the  falls 
of  the  Skuylkill,  diflant  three  miles:  very  pleafant 
country  feats,  were  on  my  right  and  left,  as  I 
pafTed.  I  obferved  the  ground  here  full  of  pieces 
of  micas  or  talk,  which,  as  the  fun  flione  very  bright, 
glittered  in  my  eyes  at  every  ftep,  like  bits  of 
glafs,  or  filver  rather.  This  was  obferved  by  thofe 
who  firfl  fettled  in  thefe  parts,  and  from  knowing 
but  little  of  minerals,  they  took  it  for  flakes  of  fil- 
ver, and  freighted  a  fhip  with  it  for  England,  con- 
cluding their  fortunes  made  at  once:  I  took  up 
pieces  in  the  middle  of  the  road,  tv/o  inches  long, 

and 
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and  one  inch  wide,  as  thin  and  clear  as  flint 
^lafs :  if  burnt,  I  Ihould  fuppofe  it  would  make  a 
iine  manure. 

At  the  falls.  Governor  MiiHin  has  a  neat  cottage, 
to  which  he  is  very  fond  of  retiring,  when  public 
affairs  will  permit  him.  The  falls  appear  nothing 
but  an  obllrudion  of  the  rapid  ftream,  from  feveral 
large  rocks  having  fallen  into  it  from  the  neigh, 
bouring  heights.  Skilful  pilots  know  how  to  pafs 
them  in  loaded  boats,  without  danger^ 

In  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Wbolftoncraft,  Mr.  W. 
Prieftly,  the  two  Mr.  Humphries',  Mr.  Henry,  Mr. 
St.  George,  and  rnyfelf,  went  to  fee  the  Flofpital, 
with  the  apartments  for  lunatics;  the  Bettering 
Houfe  ;  alfo  the  Gaol,  where  th^y  have  lately  adopt- 
ed folitary  imprifonment,  with  good  effed,  Thefe 
having  been  fo  well  defcribed  in  various  publica- 
tions, I  lhall  only  jufl  mention  their  names.  I 
h^ard  at  the  Gaol,  that  not  one  in  ten  of  thofe  con- 
fined, are  native  Americans.  The  Gaol  feems  to 
be  under  moft  excellent  regulations.  I  went  into 
feveral  apartments,  and  found  them  neat  and  clean. 
In  the  upper  rooms  they  were  fpinning,  and  in  thofe 
under  ground  there  were  feveral  perfons  weaving 
linen  and  woollen  cloth.  A  printed  paper  was 
given  me  while  there,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy: 

Direc- 
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Diredf  Ions  for  the  Infpe5fors^  i^c.  of  the  Gaol  of  the 
City  and  County  of  Philadelphia. 

Whereas,  by  a  Supplement  to  the  Penal 
Laws  of  this  State,'*  it  is  enadled,  <^  that  the  Prifon 
Infpedors,  appointed  in  purfuance  of  the  A61  in 
fuch  cafe  provided,  and  of  the  faid  Supplement,  ? 
lhall  have  power,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Mayor,  tn.vo  Aldermen,  of  the  faid  City,  and  tnvo  of  the 
^Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court ,  or  tiAjo  of  the  Judges  of 
the  Common  Pleas  of  Philadelphia  County,  to  make 
Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  government  of  all 
Convidls  confined  in  the  faid  Prifon,  not  inconfiftent 
with  the  Laws  and  Conllitution  of  this  Common* 
wealth,'* 

//  is  therefore  ordained,  that  the  faid  In{pe6lorSj, 
feven  of  whom  (hall  be  a  quorum,  fliall  meet  at  the 
Prifon,  quarterly,  on  the  firft  Mondays  in  January, 
March,  June,  and  September;  and  on  every  fc- 
cond  Monday  throughout  the  year — and,  may  alfo 
be  fpecially  convened  by  the  Vifiting  Infped:ors 
when  occafion  requires.  At  their  firft  meeting  they 
lhall  appoint  two  of  their  Members  to  be  Vifiting 
Infpedlors,  one  of  whom  fliali  ferve  for  one  month, 
and  the  other  for  two  months,  continuing  to  make  a 
frelh  appointment  to  this  office  monthly. 

VHITING  INSPECTORS, 

The  Vifiting  InfpCiElors  lhall  attend  at  the  PrifoH 
together,  at  leall  twice  in  each  week,  and  oftener, 
H  if 
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if  occafion  requires ;  at  which  times  they  fhall  ex- 
amine into  and  infpeft  the  management  of  the  Pri- 
fon,  the  condu6l  of  the  Keeper,  Deputies,  and  AlTift- 
ants :  They  fliall  alfo  carefully  enquire  into  and  re- 
port the  condudl  and  difpofition  of  the  Prifoners, 
and  fee  that  they  diXt  properly  and  fufficiently  employ- 
ed ;  that  proper  attention  to  cleanlinefs  is  obferved^ 
that  due  enquiry  be  made  refpedling  the  health  of 
the  Prifoners,  and  that  their  food  is  fervcd  in  quan- 
tity and  quality,  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the 
Board  ;  that  the  lick  are  properly  provided  for, 
and  that  fuitable  cloathing  and  bedding  are  furnilh- 
cd  to  all  :  They  fhall  hear  the  grievances'  of  the 
Prifoners,  receive  their  petitions,  and  bring  for- 
ward the  cafes  of  fuch,  whofe  condud  and  circum- 
ilances  may  appear  to  merit  rhe  attention  of  the 
Board.  They  fhall  be  careful  to  prevent  improper 
out-door  communications  with  the  Prifoners  ;  that 
no  fpirituous  liquors  be  admitted  on  any  pretence 
iwhatever,  except  by  order  of  the  Phyfician — That 
mo  intercourfe  be  admitted  between  the  fexes— 
That  the  regulations  of  the  Board,  refpedling  the 
diflribution  of  the  Prifoners,  according  to  their  cha- 
jaders  and  circumliances,  be  attended  to — That 
proper  means  be  ufed  to  promote  religious  and  mo- 
ral improvem-ent,  by  the  introdudion  of  ufeful 
books,  and  procuring  the  performance  of  divine 
fervice,  as  often  as  may  be* 

They  IhalU  from  time  to  time,  report  to  the 

Com- 
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Commlffioners  of  the  County,  all  fuch  Prifoners 
who  have  been  fent  from  other  Counties,  and  have 
incurred  a  charge  for  their  maintenance,  more  thaa 
the  profits  of  their  labour  will  defray,  in  order  that 
compenfation  may  be  had  as  the  law  direds. 

They  fliall  caufe  fair  returns  to  be  made  out,  and 
laid  before  the  board  monthly,  of  all  the  Prifoners, 
their  crimes,  length  of  confinement,  by  whom  com« 
mitted,  when  and  how  difcharged,  fmce  the  preced- 
ing return. 

They  (hall  attend  to  the  Keeper,  Deputies,  and 
Affiftants,  by  obferving  their  treatment  of  the  Pri- 
foners,  and  fulFer  no  perfons  addidled  to  liquor,  mak* 
ing  ufc  of  profane  fwearing,  or  other  improper  laii» 
guage,  to  be  employed  on  this  duty. 

They  fhall  conftantly  bear  in  mind,  that  all  men 
are  free,  until  legal  proof  is  made  to  the  contrary  ; 
they  will  therefore  take  care  that  no  perfon  is  held 
in  confinement,  on  bare  fufpicion  of  being  a  run- 
away flave ;  and  thofe  perfons  who  are  adually  Haves, 
and  not  applied  for  by  proper  claims,  within  a  li» 
mited  time,  fhall  be  returned  to  the  Supreme  or 
other  proper  Court,  for  a  Habeas  Corpus,  to  remove 
them  according  to  law;  and  generally  they  lhall 
fee,  that  the  prefent  and  fubfequent  dire«5tions  of  the 
Board  be  carried  into  cffeft. 


KEEPER 
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KEEPER   OF   THE  PRISON. 

The  Keeper  of  the  Prifon,  befides  attending  to 
the  fafe  keeping  of  the  Prifoners,  fhall  carefully  in- 
fpedl  into  their  moral  condmft,  fhall  enjoin  a  ilridl 
attention  to  the  regulations  relative  to  cleanlinefs, 
fobriety,  and  induftry,  and  be  careful  to  avoid  that 
penalty  which  is  incurred  by  fufFering  a  criminal  to 
cfcape.  Hq  fhall  alfo,  with  the  approbation  of  two 
of  the  infpedors,  provide  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
Hock  and  materials,  working  tools,  and  implements 
for  the  conftant, employment  of  the  Prifoners.  He 
fhall  deliver  out  their  work  and  receive  it  from 
them  by  weight  or  meafure,  as  the  cafe  may  be, 
in  order  that  embezzlement  or  wafte  may  be  pre- 
vented^ by  the  Prifoners;  and  by  every  laudable 
means  in  his  power,  make  their  labo4zr  as  profitable 
as  poflible.  He  fhall,  as  the  law  diredls,  keep  fe- 
parate  accounts  for  all  convidts  fentenced.to  labour 
fix  months  and  upwards,  in  which  the  expence  of 
cloathing  and  fubfiilence  ihall  be  charged,  and  a 
yeafonable  allowance  for  their  labour  be  credited  ; 
thefe  accounts  fhall  be  balanced  at  fhort  periods,  in 
md^r  that  the  Prifoner  at  his  difcharge,  may  receive 
the  proportion,  if  any,  that  is  due  to  him. 

He  fhall  caufe  all  accounts  concerning  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Prifoners  to  be  entered  in  a  book  or 
books  for  the  purpofe,  and  fhall  alfo  keep  feparate 
accounts  of  the  ftock  and  materials  purchafed  by 

him; 
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Mm ;  fliall  take  proper  vouchers  wherever  money 
is  expended;  fhall  regularly  credit  the  materials 
manufadlured  and  fold,  mentioning  to  whom  and 
when  difpofedof;  and  at  every  quarterly  meeting 
of  the  board,  (hall  exhibit  his  accounts  and  voucher*^ 
for  their  approbation  and  allowance. 

T  u  R  N  K  E  r  * 

The  Turnkey  fhall  admit  no  perfons  except  the 
Infpedors,  Keeper,  his  Deputies,  Servants  or  Af- 
fillanta.  Officers,  and  Miniilers  of  Juilice,  Coun- 
fellers,  or  Attornies  at  Law,  employed  hy  a  Prifoner, 
Minilters  of  the  Gofpel,  or  perfons  producing  a 
written  licenfe  figned  by  two  of  the  faid  Infpedors; 
and  the  latter  only  in  his  prefence,  or  fome  one  of  the 
Officers  of  the  prifon.  He  (hall  prevent  the  admif- 
fion  of  any  fpirituous  liquors  or  any  other  improper 
article  to  the  prifoners,  and  on  every  attempt  of 
this  kind  that  may  be  detected,  he  fhall  make  dif- 
covery  thereof,  in  order  that  the  penalty  inflided  by 
law  may  be  recovered. 

keeper's  deputies,  &c. 

The  Keeper's  Deputies  and  Affiilants  fliall  be 
careful  to  preferve  cleanlinefs,  fobriety,  and  indullry 
among  the  Prifoners ;  to  inform  them  of  the  Rulea 
of  the  Houfe,  and  to  enjoin  an  obfervance  of  them 
by  mild  yet  firm  meafures ;  they  fhall  be  careful  to 
H  3  prevent 
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prevent  ejtnbezzlement,  walle,  or  deftru^lion  of  im- 
plements or  materials;  they  lhall  conftantly  refide 
-in  the  Houfe,  and  infpe6l  the  condudl  and  labour  of 
the  Prifoners — ^report  the  negligent-  profane,  or 
diforderly,  (who  fliall  be  removed)  and  the  induf- 
trious,  quiet,  and  exemplary,  that  they  may  be  re- 
commended by  the  Vifiting  Infpedors,  who  have  it 
in  charge  to  bring  fuch  to  the  favorable  notice  of 
the  Board. 

WATCH  iM  EN. 

The  Watchmen  lliall  continue  in  the  Prifon  all 
night,  two  of  whom  ifhall  be  within  the  Iron  Gate, 
and  two  in  the  Infpedor's  Room— They  fhall  pa« 
trole  the  infide  xonftantly,  and  ftrike  the  Beli  every 
hour*— They  (hall  report  any  remarkable  occurrence 
of  the  night  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Prifon,  on  the  fuc» 
ceeding  day,  who  ihall  commit  the  fame  to  writing, 
and  lay  it  before  the  Vifiting  Infpedlors,  at  their 
next  meeting ;  and  as  the  fafety'  of  the  Prifon  fo 
much  depends  on  their  vigilance  and  attention,  it  is 
required,  that  no  circumftance  ftiall  prevent  the 
performance  of  their  regular  and  frequent  rounds. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Board, 
Tehruaryi^,  j'j^z.        George  Meade,  Chairman, 

Approved,  John  Barclay,  Mayor. 

Approved, 
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/approved,  W.  ROBfiRTSON,  jun,  T  Judges  of  the 

*■   „  c  Court  of  Colli" 

T.  L.  MOORE,  )  xnon  Pleas. 

Approved,  Hilary  Baker,) 

I  Aldermen* 

ITT,  ) 


J.M.Nesb 


There  are  a  vaft  number  of  charitable  inftltu* 
tlons  in  this  city,  which  would  take  up  too  mach 
time  here  even  to  enumerate, 

I  went  into  the  market  frequently,  and  afked  the 
prices  of  all  kinds  of  provifiions.  For  a  round  of 
beef  I  was  afked  fevenpence  per  pound,  equal  to 
fourpence  per  pound  fterling,  but  it  was  not  equal 
in  goodnefs  to  our's;  veal  fivepence  currency; 
mutton,  fixpence;  an  ox-heart,  elevenpence,  or 
fixpence- halfpenny  flerling;  for  a  tine  fat  turkey, 
a  dollar;  pigeons,  very  plenty  and  cheap;  pork, 
exceeding  fine  and  good,  at  three-pence-haif-penny 
and  fourpence  fterling  per  pound. 

They  burn  wood  chieHy,  a  chord  of  which  yoa 
may  buy  from  on  board  lliip,  for  five  dollars,  that  is, 
a  pile  of  logs  eight  feet  long,  and  four  feet  fquare. 
There  are  free  negroes  always  waiting  about  the 
fhips,  with  little  neat  fav/s  in  their  hands,  who  offer 
to  faw  it  up  for  yOu,  for  half  a  dollar  a  chord. 


Poftage  of  letters  is  dear  at  prefent ;  you  pay  for 
H  4  a  fingle 
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a  fingle letter,  equal  to  threepence  for  thirty  miles; 
under  fixty  miles,  fourpence ;  above  one  hundred, 
and  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  fixpence. 
Every  newfpaper  fent  by  poU,  under  one  hundred 
miles,  pays  one  cent,  or  halfpenny. 

The  pleafanteft  walk  at  Philadelphia,  is  the  State 
Gardens,  behind  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  It 
is  fomething  like  Kenfington  Gardens,  but  not  fo 
large.  I  had  intended  to  have  gone  on  to  Baltimore, 
by  the  ftage,  which  fets  out  three  times  a  week  for 
that  place,  at  nine  in  the  morning,  and  arrives  there 
the  next  day  to  dinner,  diftance  one  hundred  and 
two  miles ;  but  i  was  fearful  of  over-heating  my 
blood  and  contrading  a  fever;  for  the  heat  of 
the  weather,  at  this  time,  was  almoft  infupportable. 
Had  I  gone  thither,  1  fliould  have  been  within  forty- 
fix  miles  of  the  new  federal  city  of  Waftiington, 
which  I  wiftied  very  much  to  have  feen. 

Stages  from  Philadelphia. 

Four  Stages  every  day  to  Brillol,  Trenton,  Prince 
Town,  Elizabeth  Town,  and  New  York. 

Two  Stages  to  Baltimore,  every  Monday,  Wed* 
nefday,  and  Friday,  for  one  guinea,  diflance  one 
hundred  and  two  miles.  From  thence  to  the  fede- 
ral city  of  Wafhington,  forty-fix  miles,  to  which 
place  from  Baltimore,  there  is  a  llage  alfo. 

One 
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One  to  Hamfburgh,  on  the  Sufquehanah,  (forty 
fivejniles  from  Northumberland  Town)  every  Wed- 
nefday.  * 

One  Stage  to  Lancafter,  every  Tuefday  and 
Friday.  It  is  fixty  miles  on  the  road  towards  Har- 
rifburgh;  fare  three  dollars. 

One  Stage  to  Reading,  on  the  Skuylkll,  every 
Friday,  weekly. 

One  Stage  to  Bethlehem,  on  the  Lehi  River, 
through  German  Town,  every  day,  except  Sunday, 
at  three  in  the  morning.  A  diftance  of  about  Rfty 
miles,  for  which  you  pay  only  two  dollars.  This 
place  is  well  worth  feeing,  from  the  peculiarity  of 
the  inhabitants  living  altogether,  as  one  family.  In 
their  houfe  or  houfes  of  induflry,  every  perfon  is 
fully  employed;  the  lingle  young  men  in  o|ne  houfe, 
the  fingle  young  women  in  another,  and  the  mar- 
ried in  a  third.  Mr.  Van  Bleck,  who  has  the  chief 
diredlion  of  the  whole,  will  anfwer  any  enquiries 
that  may  be  made  about  it. 


HS 
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Coins  of  the  United  States. 


Copper  I  9_^^^'i^  1 -hundredth  part  of  a  Dollar* 


Half  Cent. 

^Dollar        -  4s. 

Half  ditto,  -  2 

Silvers  Quarter  ditto  i 

Difmes,  o 

^  Half  Difmes,  o 

r  Eagles, 
Gold  <  Half  Eagles, 

Quarter  ditto,    2|  ditto. 


6d. 

5  &  2-fifths. 


2|ori 


■20th  ofadollar. 


10  Dollars,  or  45s.  od. 
.  5    ditto,         22  6 
II  3 


The  Gold  Coin  is  not  to  be  ilTued  till  the  year 
1800,  when  the  mint  is  to  be  ellabliflied  in  the  new 
federal  city.  ; 

Four  days  before  I  came  to  Philadelphia,  there 
arrived  an  embaffy  from  the  Cherokee  and  Creek 
Indians.  I  faw  fome  of  them,  (Flamingo  and 
Double-head,)  walking  the  ftreets,  followed  by  "a 
crowd  of  boys.  I  intended  to  have  got  acquainted 
with  them,  and  informed  them,  that  I  was  a  fubjed 
of  the  great  King  George,  on  the  other  fide  the 
great  waters,  and  that  I  wilhed  to  fmoke  a  ^:alamet 
with  them,  and  to  have  procured  a  belt  of  wampum; 
but  when  1  heard  that  Flamingo  (the  tall,  llout  fel- 
low 1  faw)  had  bragged  publicly,  that  he  had  in  his 
time  fhed  human  blood  enough  to  fwim  in,  I  was 
fo  much  fhocked,  that  I  never  wiftied  to  fee  them 

any 
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any  more.  They  all  lodged  (about  twenty  men  and 
women)  in  a  kind  of  barn,  at  the  weft  end  of  High- 
llreet,  not  far  from  the  new  manfion  building  for 
the  Prefident.  Some  of  the  Indians,  when  they  can 
get  rum,  will  drink  till  they  fall  down  fenfelefs  oa 
the  fpot,  w  here  they  will  lie,  with  hardly  any  motion, 
for  ten  or  twelve  hours ;  then  rife,  as  if  out  of  a 
profound  deep,  ftill  ftupid,  and  if  they  can  get  it, 
will  repeat  the  dofe  again,  till  they  fall  into  the 
fame  iituation.  It  feems  the  immoderate  and  ge» 
neral  ufe  of  fpirits,  is  the  greateft  caufe  of  their  de* 
population. 

In  the  year  1761,  the  Indians  began  to  be  fen- 
fible  of  the  bad  elFeds  of  fpirituous  liquors.  At  a 
Congrefs  held  at  Oneida,  September  8,  a  Sachem, 
at  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty,  finifhed  his  fpeech 
with  thefe  words: — We  requeft  that  the  great 
men  wOuld  forbid  the  traders  bringing  any  more 
rum  among  ft  us,  for  we  find  it  not  good ;  it  dejlrojs 
cur  bodies  and  our  fouls  ."^^ 

About  four  years  before  this,  a  Mr.  Eleazer 
Wheelock,  and  feme  other  pious  minifters  of  the 
gofpel,  attempted  to  convert  thefe  Indians  to  Chrif- 
tianity,  and  eftabliftied  an  Indian  fchool,  at  Leba- 
non, in  Connedicut.  .Among  others,  the  famous 
Jofeph  Brant  was  educated  by  him,  who  came  over 
to  England  about  ten  years  ago.  But  the  Indian 
nations  foon  faw  how  little  better  the  Englilh  them- 
H  6  felves 
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felves  were  for  being  Chriftians,  and  they  left  off 
fending  their  children  for  education. 

Two  days  after  my  arrival,  I  called  on  Mr.  W.  B. 
Grove,  Member  for  North  Carolina,  at  Fran- 
cis's Hotel,  by  recommendation  of  Dr.  Smith,  of 
Prince  Town,  refpedting  the  college  going  to  be 
eredled  in  North  Carolina,  (thirteen  miles  fouth  of 
Hillfborough,  and  twenty-five  miles  from  Rawleigh, 
the  feat  of  government)  the  prelidency  of  which 
was  intended  to  be  offered  to  Dr.  Prieftley;  but  as 
Dr.  P.  had  informed  me  he  had  made  up  his  mind 
to  accept  of  no  public  employment  whatever,  the 
purport  of  my  vifit  was,  to  engage  it,  if  poffible, 
for  a  friend  of  mine  in  England,  who  had  re- 
quefted  me  to  look  out  for  fuch  a  fituation  for 
him. 

Mr.  Grove  received  me  very  cordially,  and  in- 
troduced me  to  Mr.  Macon,  his  brother  member, 
with  whom  I  fpent  an  hour  or  two  very  agreeably. 
In  the  courfe  of  converfation,  I  faid,  I  hoped  their 
legiflature  would  not  vote  a  war  with  Great  Britain, 
for  the  errors  of  our  miniftry,  for  1  could  alTure 
them,  the  nation  at  large,  were  friendly  and  well 
difpofed  towards  them.  Why  do  you  then  fuffer,'* 
fays  he,  impatiently,  your  miniftry  to  a£l  as  they 
have  lately  done?  Why  do  not  you  bring  them  to 
account,  or  turn  them  out  ?"  You  may  do  it,** 
faid  I,    in  your  country,  but  it  is  a  matter  of  fome 

difficulty 
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difficulty  with  us.  Had  Lord  North  and  his  col. 
leagues,  that  involved  us  in  a  ruinous  war  with  you, 
been  brought  to  public  juftice,  our  prefent  minifters 
would  not  have  been  hardy  enough  to  have  gone 
the  lengths  they  now  have  done.  But  they  know 
too  well  they  can  do  it  with  impunity.  Belides, 
they  have  the  art  of  bringing  over,  from  time  to 
time,  the  leaders  of  the  whig  intereft,  fo  that  the 
people  begin  to  diftruft  all  great  men,  as  only 
liding  with  them  till  the  Minifter  bids  to  their 
price.'' 

I  ufed  to  think  Walpole's  affertion,  That  every 
man  had  his  price,"  was  too  fevere  a  fatire  on  man- 
kind ;  but  from  fo  many  recent  inftances  of  great 
men  becoming  apoftates,  I  fear  there  is  too  much 
reafon  for  the  obfervation. 

Commend  me,  however,  to  honeft  Andrew  Mar- 
vel, dining  on  his  cold  fhoulder  of  mutton,  fweet* 
ened  with  the  enjoyment  of  an  independent  mind, 
rather  than  to  honeft  Edmund  Burke,  ruminating 
(but  not  in  trope  and  figure)  over  one  thou/and  two 
hundred  pounds  per  annum,  out  of  the  ci'vil  lift,  uoith 
i'vjo  thoufand  fi^e  hundred  pounds  per  annum  more,  out 
of  the  four  and  a  half  per  cents »  accepted  by  him,  in 
defiance  of  a  lanx)  ( faffed  at  his  onvn  particular  infti" 
gation)  againft  fuch  enormous  penfions  being  ever 
graated  without  the  previous  confent  of  parliament, 

and 
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and  for  procuring  which,  his  country  once  honored^ 
refpeded,  and  loved  him  ; 

Heu  quantum  mutatus  ab  ilio  f 

Mr.  Grove  the  next  day  went  with  me  to  the  State 
Houfe,  and  introduced  me  to  the  two  Senators,  Go- 
vernor Martin  and  Mr.  Hawkins,  who,  with  himfelf, 
were  truitees  to  the  new  intended  College ;  but  pub- 
lic bofmefs  foon  engaging  their  attention,  they  in- 
formed me,  I  Ihould  have  a.  written  anfwer  from 
them  the  next  morning;  and  Mr.  Grove  accord- 
ingly brought  me  the  following  : 

Senate  Chamber,  June  6,  1794* 

"  The  Senators  of  North  Carolina  cannot 
take  upon  themfelves  to  give  any  opinion  on  the 
fubjedl  of  your  letter.  They  will  receive  with  plea- 
fure  any  information  Dr.  Pjieftley  may  honor  them 
with,  relative  to  the  charad:er  and  qualifications  of 
the  Reverend  *  *  *  .  They  will  lay  the  fame  be- 
fore the  Truftees,  at  their  next  meeting,  and  com- 
municate to  him  their  determination  thereon.  They 
can  only  add,  that  a  recommendation  from  Dr. 
Prieftley,  would  infure  a  friendly  attention  to,  and  a 
preference  for  any  gentleman. 


Here 
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Here  follows  an  AbJiraSi  which  I  made  from  a 
Manufcript  of  Mr.  Jofeph  Priejiley  (the  Doc^ 
tor's  eldejl  Son )  of  his  Obfervations  during  a 
^Journey  from  Philadelphia  to  the  Loyaljoc^  on  tbe 
Wejlern  branch  of  the  Sufquehanah^  one  hundred 
and  eighty  miles  N.  W.  of  that  City. 

*^  December  14,  1793'  We  left  Philadelphia,  and 
pafTed  the  Falls  of  the  Skuylkil  to  Norris  Town,  fe- 
venteen — to  Pratt,  eighteen — to  Pottfgrove,  twelve 
—and  then  to  Reading,  fifty-fix  miles  from  Phila- 
delphia. Thefe  places  are  all  fituated  on  the  banks 
of  the  Skuylkil.  The  houfes  at  Reading  are  moftly 
built  of  lione.  We  crofiTed  the  river,  and  came  to 
Hamburgh,  a  town  lately  built  by  the  Germans, 
To  Reads,  fourteen  miles.  Here  I  faw  a  log  houfe, 
very  neat,  with  four  rooms  on  a  floor ;  the  infide 
work,  including  doors,  windows,  wainfcoting,  locks, 
&c.  altogether  coll  only  feventy  pounds  currency ; 
(forty-two  pounds;)  it  was  tally,  and  well  finiftied. 
The  outfide  work  the  owner  did  for  himfelf.  Ve- 
nifon  is  the  common  food,  being  in  great  plenty  irx 
the  neighbouring  woods. 

Sunbury,  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  miles 
from  Philadelphia.  The  land  in  this  neighbourhood 
very  rich,  but  not  any  great  quantity  of  it  to  be 
cultivated,  as  the  town  is  clofely  furrounded  by 
mountains.   It  fells  here  from  twenty-five  to  thirty 
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pounds  an  acre.  \I fuppo/e  he  means  currency^  TRe 
prices  of  grain  at  Sunbury,  are  as  follow: 

Wheat    -   5s.  od.  currency,  per bufli.  of 6olb» 
Rye       -   4    6  ditto. 
Oats      -    2    6  ditto. 
Buckwheat  2    6  ditto* 

''.Beef,  threepence  halfpenny,  currency;  veni- 
fon,  fourpence;  butter,  twopence  per  pound;  la- 
bour,  three  (hillings  a  day  ;  (one  fhilling  and  nine- 
pence  three  farthings  fterling)  or  three  fhillings  and 
ninepence,  (two  Ihil lings  and  threepence  fterling)  if 
they  find  themfelves  in  food.  Crops,  generally 
,  from  twenty  to  thirty  bufhels  an  acre,  \of  ^heat,  I 
fuppofel  fent  for  fale  ufually  to  Middieton,  (fifty 
miles  down  the  Sufquehanah,  at  its  conflux  with 
Swatara  Creek)  at  two  Ihillings  and  fixpence  per 
hundred  weight  (one  fhilling  and  fixpence.)  Car- 
riage by  land  from  Middletown  to  Philadelphia,  is 
feven  ftiillings  and  fixpence  (four  fhillings  and  fix- 
pence)  per  hundred  weight.  Cyder  of  good  qua- 
lity, fells  at  Sunbury  for  three  to  four  dollars  a  bar- 
rel, of  thirty-one  gallons  and  a  half.  Surveying  of 
land  and  making  the  proper  return,  cofls  thirty- five 
fhillings  (twenty-one  fhillings  flerling)  per  hundred 
acres.  In  clearing  of  land,  you  pay  thirty-five 
fliillings  per  acre,  for  grubbing  and  burning,  ex- 
clufive  of  cutting  down  the  trees. 


«  Nor- 
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Northumberland,  is  a  town  finely  fituate  at  the 
tonflux  of  the  eaft  and  weft  branches  of  the  Sufque- 
hanah,  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  miles  from 
Philadelphia.  Sunbury  and  Northumberland  may 
contain  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
houfes  each.  A  log  houfe,  built  upon  a  ftone  foun- 
dation, having  four  rooms,  (with  floors)  twelve  feet 
fquare  each,  with  a  thorough  pafTage,  finifhed  in  the 
inlide,  in  a  plain  manner,  will  coll  two  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  currency,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  fierling.  As  an  inftance  of  the  rapid  ad- 
vance of  land,  we  were  informed,  that  the  unoc- 
cupied lands  in  this  town  were  offered  to  fale  two 
years  ago,  for  two  thoufand  pounds.  This  year,  the 
♦wner  refufed  ten  thoufand  pounds.** 

Major  Platte's  ObfervationSy  and  Account  of  thi 
Country  three  miles  from  Middleton^  where  he 
lives y  feventy 'fix  miles  N,W.  of  Philadelphia. 

Firjl.  That  a  bed  of  limeftone  was  found  juft  be- 
low the  furface  of  the  earth,  all  over  that  part  of  the 
country. 

Second,  The  winters  are  lefs  fevere  there,  than  on 
the  eailern  parts  of  the  ilate.  In  the  beginning  of 
March  they  break  up  the  ground,  and  are  feldom, 
if  ever,  affefted  with  frofts  afterwards. 

third. 


16% 


EXCURSION  TO  THS 


Third.-  March,  April>  and  May,  was  generally- 
fine  fpring  weather.  ^ 

.  Fourth.  The  crop  of  wheat  there>  was  about 
twenty-five  buihels  from  each  acre. 

Fifths  The  then  prefent  price  of  grain,  was  as 
follows :  wheat,  five  fhillings  and  fixpence,  or  three 
fhillings  and  fourpence  fterling  ;  rye,  four  fhillings; 
oats,  two  (hillings  and  fixpence.  Labour,  three 
'fiiillings  a  day. 

Si^th.  That  land  on  the  banks  of  the  river;  partly 
improved,  fells  from  three  pounds  to  feven  pounds 
per  acre  ;  and  further  back  in  the  country^  at  thirty 
ihillings  on  to  fix  dollars  per  acre. 


Muncy  Creek,  is  one  hundred  and  fixty-two  miles 
from  Philadelphia,  a  fine  ftream  of  water ;  the  lands 
on  its  borders  are  rich,  and  abounding  with  the 
fiaeft  of  timber.  The  Sufquehanah  navigable  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  further  up,  for  boats  of 
ten  tons  burthen. 

Whitaker,  an  inn-keeper  there,  gave  me  the  fol- 
lowing prices:  For  grubbing,  fifteen  fhillings  an 
acre,  with  two  drams  a  day  j  ftieep  coil  from  ten 
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Ail  lings  to  twelve  ihillings  and  lixpence  (fevea 
Ihillings.flerling;)  wool,  two  ihillings  and  fixpence, 
or  one  {hilling  and  iixpence  fterling;  beef,  three- 
pence halfpenny,  or  twopence  farthing  fterling  per 
pound.  Whitaker  occupies  lands  there,  under  ?vlr, 
Wallis,  paying  one  third  of  the  produce  as  the  rent ; 
ploughs  the  ground  (three  or  four  inches  deep,  with 
eafe)  an  acre  and  a  half  a  day  with  one  team,  la 
one  day,  he  often  cuts  down  thirty  timber  trees  to 
their  proper  lengths.  He  fays,  that  fixteen  mea 
can  draw  the  logs  and  conllrud  a  log  houfe,  with 
two  large  rooms  on  a  floor,  and  two  Hories  high, 
in  ^  day.  A  man  can  grub  an  acre  of  land  in  four 
or  five  days.  He  valued  his  houfe  (twenty  feet  by 
eighteen)  at  fixty  pounds,  or  more,  i.  thirty-iix 
pounds  fterling. 

The  Loyalfoc  (one  hundred  and  feventy-four  miles 
from  P,)  is  a  very  broad  and  rapid  flream,  running  in 
a  valley  or  bottom,  ten  or  twelve  feet  lower  than  the 
reft  of  the  ground;  the  valley  about  half  a  mile 
broad,  confifting  entirely  of  very  rich  black  mould, 
feveral  feet  deep.  The  timber  upon  it  is  exceeding 
lofty  and  fine,  and  grows  without  much  underwood. 
This  kind  of  land,  whether  on  the  banks  of  creeks 
or  rivers,  is  called  bottom  land.  It  is  too  rich  for 
^heati  but  is  excellent  for  Indian  corn,  or  for 
grazing. 

Mr.  Woolftoncraft  examined  the  lands  of  the 
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weftern  branch  of  the  S  ufquehanah,;  he  prefers  that 
part  of  the  country  to  any  other  that  he  has  yet 
feen.  He  defcribes  the  lands  at  the  head  of  Muncy 
Creek,  as  beech  lands,  ,^hd  the  hills,  as  very  fine 
lands,  even  to  the  tops.  Alom  is  found  in  this 
country.  He  came  down  the  Loyalfoc  in  a  canoe, 
ten  miles  an  hour.  With  refpedl  to  lands  in  that 
country,  he  faid,  that  Dr.  Rufh  had  given  him  his 
choice  of  feveral  four  hundred  acre  lot,  (rich  bot- 
tom lands)  at  five  (hillings  an  acre,  fix  months  cre^ 
dit.  That  Mr.  Morris  had  offered  forty  thoufand 
pounds  currency,  for  Muncy  farms,  lying  along  the 
Sufquehanah  feven  or  eight  miles* 

At  Sunbury,  I  met,  in  my  return,  with  Mr.  Wal- 
lis,  of  Muncy*  He  had  lately  bought  two  hundred 
thoufand  acres  upon  Toby's  Creek,  which  is  navi- 
gable into  the  Alleghany  river;  and,  by  a  por- 
terage of  twenty  miles,  communicating  with  the 
Sinemahoning,  and,  by  that  creek,  with  the  Suf- 
quehanah. This  land  he  would  fell  for  five  fliil- 
lings  (three  Ihillings  fterling)  per  acre,  ready  mo- 
ney. 

The  Sufquehanah  abounds  with  ftiad,  falmony 
roach,  trout,  chub,  fun-fifh,  and  perch.  The  lands 
produce  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  buftiels  of  wheat 
per  acre. 

Mr.  Priellley  met  with  an  ingenious  fettler,  of  the 

nam^ 
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mame  of  White,  w.io  has  a  difcillery,  where  he 
makes  his  rye  into  whilkey,  after  the  following  me- 
thod  : — To  a  bulhcl  and  a  half  of  rye,  four  quarts 
of  malt,  and  a  handful  of  hops>  he  adds  fifteen  gal- 
Sons  of  boiling  water,  which  ftands  four  hours ;  then 
he  adds  fixteen  gallo  ns  more;  he  then  adds  two 
quarts  of  yeaft  (made  during  the  fummer,  by  boil- 
ing  malt  and  hops.  )  It  will  take  fix  days  properly 
to  ferment;  in  winter,  feven  days.  It  is  now  put 
into  a  iHIl,  the  bottom  of  which  is  defended  from 
the  heat  of  the  fire  by  a  row  of  pigs  of  iron  and 
clay,  the  fiue  being  carried  round  the  body  of  the 
Hill. 

One  bufhel  of  rye  produces  about  eleven  quarts, 
which  fells  at  four  fhiilings  and  fixpence  per  gallon. 
The  wafh  is  good  for  the  hogs. 


{N,  B.  I  had  copied  out,  for  the  Printer,  from  my 
Journal  thus  far,  before  1  found,  by  looking 
into  Cooper's  Pamphlet,  that  he  had  publilhed 
thefe  fads  already ;  1  forbear  therefore,  writing 
further,  and  fhall  only  proceed  to  add,  from  Mr« 
Prieftley's  Journal,  what  Cooper  feem^  not  to 
iiave  inoticcd.) 
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Information  refpe5iingHagar* s  Town  on  thePotornaclc^ 
Maryland  fide^  part  of  tht  Shenandoah  Valley^ 
Gt  the  Head  of  the  Waters  of  Antt5lam^  feventy- 
fve  miles  from  Baltimore^  eighty  from  Alexandria^ 
fifty-four  from  Carlijle^  and  one  hundred  and 
fixty  from  Pitt/burgh, 

B.  The  following  Prices  of  articles  are  in  ilerling  Money, 
as  it  was  in  1793* 

Indian  com,  one  fhillmg  and  fixpence  a  bufhel— 
■wheat,  three  fhillings— potatoes,  fifteen-pence  to 
eighteen-pence  per  bufhel — ^^flour,  feven  Ihillings  and 
eightpence  for  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds — ap- 
ples, fifteen-pence  7)er  bufliel — butter,  fixpence  per 
pound — cheefe,  fixpence- halfpenny~brovvn  fugar, 
nine-pence-halfpenny —  maple,  fevenpence  —  ioaf> 
fixteen-pence  (cheaper  when  at  peace  in  the  Weft 
Indies)  Port  wine,  fix  fhiilings  and  nine  pence — 
Madeira,  thirteen  fi-iillings  and  fixpence.  Beer  not 
much  ufed.  Cyder,  twopence  three  farthings  per 
gallon  (by  the  barrel  twopence) — mutton,  two- 
pence— veal,  threehalfpence — bacon,  fourpcnce-far- 
thing — hams,  fivepence  halfpenny.  Filh,  none  bvit 
faked.  Fowls,  threepence  each— ducks,  feven- 
pence-halfpenny  to  eightpence — foap,  fevenpence 
per  pound — candles,  fevenpence— wood,  a  dollar  a 
cord  (a  bundle  made  up  eight  feet  long,  four  feet 
wide,  and  four  feet  high)— coals,  fourteen.-pence 
|)er  bufliel,  dug  in  the  neighbourhood,  none  ufed  in 
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dwelling  houfes.  Shoes,  five  {hillings  to  feven 
ihillings  and  fixpence  a  pair.  Of  clothing,  one 
hundred  pound's  worth  in  England,  is  here  wortk 
one  hundred  and  forty  pounds.  The  houfes  built 
moftly  of  wood;  birch  fcantling  cofts  three-half- 
pence per  foot,  running  meafures.  Mafons  are  paid 
for  building  brick  wall,  eighteen  inches  thick, 
fourpence  per  perch;  bricks,  three  dollars  a  thou- 
sand; window  glafs,  ten  dollars  per  hundred  foot ; 
female  fervants,  two  fhiliirigs  a  week;  male,  four 
dollars  a  month ; — difficult  to  procure  them. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  Hagarftown  is  about 
two  thoufand;  a  healthy  country;  a  great  trade,  by 
means  of  the  Potomac,  with  the  wellern  country* 
The  inhabitants  are  chiefly  Germans. — -Here  follows 
a  liilof  the  trades  there:  fix  working  faddler's  ihops, 
two  leather  breeches  makers,  two  copper  fmiths,  ten 
blackfmiths,  four  rifle  gunfmiths,  two  earthen -ware 
fhops,  two  tin-plate  workers,  fix  hatters,  five  tan- 
yards,  three  blue  dyers,  (mofl  of  the  families  make 
home-fpun  cloth,  as  formerly  in  England)  one  fulling 
^ill,  three  nail  manufadories. 

The  roads  are  good  in  fummer,  except  where  the 
lime-ftone  makes  them  rough.  A  pell  to  and  from 
Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  once  a  week. 

The  places  of  worihip  are — one  Englifti  EpifcopaU 

one 
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«ne  German  Lutheran,  one  German  Prefbyterian, 
cne  Roman  Catholic.  The  fchools  are — two  En- 
glifh,  one  German,  and  one  girPs  boarding  fchool. 
The  cjaffics  are  not  taught ;  no  library,  no  book  fo- 
ciety ;  one  weekly  newfpaper,  (about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  copies  fold)  belides  about  fifty  German 
uewfpapers  from  Lancailer,  every  week,  and  fifty 
Baltimore  ones.  Soil,  a  dark  loam,  fix  inches  thick  ; 
the  wood,  oak,  black  and  white  hiccory,  walnut, 
and  wild  locull.  Cattle  require  fodder  from  No- 
vember till  April.  Price  of  ellates,  when  about 
half  cleared,  from  fixteen  to  twenty-four  dollars  an 
acre.  A  good  working  pair  of  oxen,  twelve  pounds ; 
cows,  in  the  fpring,  foon  after  calving,  three 
pounds ;  horfes  for  the  plough,  fix  pounds  to  eigh- 
teen pounds ;  fat  ftieep,  fixteen  or  eighteen  pounds 
to  the  quarter,  about  twelve  Ihillings ;  a  cart  for 
two  horfes,  five  pounds ;  waggon,  fifteen  pounds ; 
hay,  thirty  ihillings  a  ton,  of  either  timothy  grafs, 
or  clover,  delivered  in  the  town. 

The  buildings  necefiary  on  a  farm  there,  are  a 
barn,  a  fmall  warehoufe,  or  crib,  (for  they  grow  but 
little  Indian  corn)  ftables,  and  cow  houfe.  Thefe 
two  laft  are  generally  under  the  barn,  and  built  of 
ftone.  There  is  a  county  tax  for  road^,  amount- 
ing to  two  Ihillings  and  threepence  on  fixty  pounds. 
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Information  refpeHing  the  Counties  of  Frederic  and 
Berkley^  in  Virginia^  (part  of  the  Shenandoah 
Valley )  taken  at  a  general  Meeting  of  the  lum 
habitants  J  at  Winchefier  and  its  vicinity^  anno 

^793- 

Market  at  Winchefier  twice  a  week :  a  conftant 
variety  of  butcher's  meat  in  feafon ;  poultry  and  ve» 
nifon  in  great  plenty ;  pork  fit  for  falting,  and  ba- 
con ;  good  water  found  every  where ;  Indian  corn, 
at  eighteen-pence  fterling  per  bufhel ;  oats  on  aver* 
age,  at  fifteen -pence ;  wheat,  two  fliillings  to  threC 
Ihillings;  barley  eafy  to  cul  ivate,  but  little  in  de- 
mand ;  (cyder  and  whilkey  being  the  common  drink ;) 
rye,  two  (hillings  and  threepence ;  potatoes,  fifteen- 
pence  halfpenny  per  buifhel;  wheat  flour,  fevea 
fliillings  and  fixpence  for  one  hundred  pounds ;  ap^ 
pies,  of  fine  flavour,  and  in  great  plenty,  nine-ponce 
per  bulhel,  at  the  fall,  and  from  fourteen-peuce  to 
eighteen-pence  halfpenny  after  Chriftmas;  peaches, 
one  fhilling  and  fixpence  to  three  Ihillings  a  bulhel ; 
butter,  fourpence  halfpenny  to  feven  pence ;  cheefe, 
fourpence  halfpenny ;  country  made  honey,  three 
ihillings  and  ninepence  a  gallon;  cane  and  maple 
fugar,  eightpence  to  ninepence  per  pound  ;  Liibon, 
fix  ihillings  a  gallon  ;  Iherry,  fix  ihillings  and  nine- 
pence;  Port,  feven  ihillings,  and  fixpence;  (beer, 
none  made)  London  porter,  twelve  ihillings  a  dozen; 
Philadelphia  porter,  nine  ihillings ;  old  cyder,  fe- 
I  vea 
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■ven  fliilHngs  and  fixpence  a  barrel  of  thirty  gallons  $ 
*— new,  four  Ihiliings  and  fixpence;  mutton,  pork,' 
venifon,  two-pence  farthing  per  pound;  falmon, 
forty-five  fhillings  a  barrel;  ducks,  four  Ihiliings 
and  fixpence  to  fix  fiiillings  and  ninepence  a  dozen; 
geefe,  thirteen-pence  halfpenny  to  eighteen-pcnce  a 
piece ;  turkeys,  thirteen-pence  halfpenny  to  twenty- 
two  pence  halfpenny  a  piece ;  wild  turkeys,  two 
ihiliings  and  threepence  ;  pheafants,  fourpence  half- 
penny ;  partridges,  ninepence  to  twelvepence  per 
idozen }  candles^  ninepence  per  pound. 

Lodging  and  board  in  the  town  of  Winchefler, 
from  twelve  pounds  to  twenty-two  pounds  ten  Ihil- 
iings per  am.;  ditto,  in  the  country,  from  nine  pounds 
to  thirteen  pounds  ten  Ihiliings  ;  wages  to  houihold 
fervants,  eight  pounds;  to  female,  four ;  land  there, 
is  from  fifteen  Ihiliings  to  feventy-five  Ihiliings  an 
acre,  and  iliilrifing;  working  oxen,  nine  pounds 
a  pair,  (or  forty  dollars;)  a  good  cow  and  calf, 
three  pounds ;  a  plough  horfe,  (even  pounds  ten 
Ihiliings  to  thirteen  pounds  ten  Ihiliings;  waggon 
horfes,  from  thirteen  pounds  ten  Ihiliings  to  twenty- 
feven  pounds;  Iheep,  from  fix  fhillings  to  nine  fhil- 
Jings  ;  lambs,  a  dollar  a  piece ;  hay,  thirty  Ihiliings 
in  town,  and  twenty-two  fhillings  and  fixpence  in 
the  country ;  fize  of  eftates,  from  fifty  to  two  thou- 
fand  acres.    The  maple  fugar  tree  not  cultivated. 
Market  for  produce  is  Alexandria,  on  the  Poto- 
mac; waggons  will  take  a  barrel  of  flour,  weighing 

one 
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•one  hundred  and  nmety-Hx  pounds,  for  five  Ihlllmgs 
and  ninepence  ;  the  diilance  is  eighty  miles.  Flour 
fells  here  at  twenty  Ihillings  a  barrel. 

In  1 741,  the  only  town^  of  note  in  Maryland, 
^were  Annapolis,  Chefler,  and  George  Town ;  the 
latter  place,  in  1736,  had  but  fifteen  houfes ;  in 
four  years,  they  increafed  to  feventy ;  Baltimore 
then  had  not  a  being ;  in  1795,  thoufand 
•houfes,  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  (lores,  or  (hops, 
and  eleven  thoufand  inhabitants. 

^akenfrom  Mr.  Toulmln^s  JournaL 

A  gentleman  of  Virginia  means  to  fix  all  his  fon« 
in  Kentucky,  not  doubting  but  that  it  will  be  the 
•firil:  in  the  Union.  This  perfon  took  fervants  thither, 
hired  a  waggon  with  four  horfes  and  a  driver,  from 
Fredericfburgh  to  Red  Stone,  for  eighteen  pounds 
iifteen  {hillings,  in  which  he  took  two  thoufand 
pounds  weight  of  goods,  and  the  children  of  his 
flaves;  at  Red  Stone,  he  purchafed  a  boat  for  iix 
pounds  nine  ihillings,  in  which  he  carried  down  the 
Ohio  river,  thirteen  horfes,  twenty-one  negroes, 
thirteen  white  people,  and  one  hundred  pounds 
worth  of  bulky  articles.  No  diftindlion  alTumed 
on  account  of  rank -or  property.  A  general  attach- 
ment to  the  federal  union;  but  a  jealoufy  of  the 
monied  intereft  of  the  Northel^n  ftates. 

I  2  Bufi- 
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Bufincfs  conduced  at  popular  affemblks  with  re- 
gularity and  propriety ;  no  fymptoms  of  ariftocra* 
tical  influence,  but  a  prevailing  jealoufy  of  a  man  of 
large  fortune* 

A  candidate  for  an  office  will  fometimes  canvafs, 
fcut  the  reputation  of  an  opponent  will  often  obtain 
a  vote  in  preference.  Eledions  conduced  very 
^uiet — feldom  any  diforder.  No  expences  attend 
them.  All  males,  from  fifteen  to  forty-five,  liabl« 
to  ferve  in  the  militia. 

A  gentleman  ufed  to  fend  every  year  for  la- 
bourers from  Scotland,  and  indenture  them  for  five 
years,  who  all  in  the  end  obtained  plantations  for 
ihemfelves.  Price  of  'land  depends  on  foil  and 
convenience  to  market.  They  are  moH  of  them 
n^ery  indifferent  ploughmen. 

In  the  GeneiTee  country,  have  lately  been  dis- 
covered two  fulphur  fprings.  Before  this,  it  was 
generally  fuppofed  there  wa^  no  mines  of  fulphur  in 
any  part  of  the  United  States :  there  has  alfo  been 
fome  alum  difcovered  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac 
river  above  the  federal,  city. 

Oiferv^itions  on  the  City  of  Ph'iladelphm. 

All  the  ftreets  run  parallel,  or  crofs  each  other  at 
bright  angles* 

Almoll 


ITNITED  9TATE5. 


Atmofl  every  houfe  of  trade  has  an  afcent  of  ftep^ 
to  enter,  and  a  floping  cellar  window  or  door,  to  re» 
ceive  goods,  &c.  ^ 

Many  houfes  five^  fome  fix  ftories  high  ;  all  roof* 
cd  with  fhingles,  i.e.  with  pieces  of  oak,  of  the 
lhape  of  tiles,  but  twice  as  large.  The  houfes  (at 
leall  the  modern  ones)  built  of  brick. 

High'ftreet,  is  the  wideft  ftreet,  and  is  about  the 
centre  of  the  town,  reaching  from  the  river  Dela- 
war,  nearly  two  miles  towards  the  Skuylkil ;  it 
forty  yards  wide,  and  down  the  middle  of  the  ftreet 
is  a  market  houfe,  thirty  feet  wide,  and  half  a  mile 
long ;  in  one  part  of  it  is  the  lhambies,  another, 
poultry  and  garden-ftufF,  &;c.  Here  you  can  have 
a  good  long  walk  in  all  weather,  and  here  it  was 
(being  oppoiite  Dr.  Franklyn's  houfe)  where  he 
ufed  to  walk  moll  evenings  in  the  early  part  of  hi« 
life. 

There  is  a  public  pump  eredled  In  all  the  principal 
ftreets,  at  every  interval  of  thirty  yards. 

•  No  fiaves  allowed  here,  but  moft  of  the  fervants 
and  labourers  are  free  negroes. 

A  great  many  Germans  fettled  at  Philadelphia | 
on  the  figns  over  their  fhop  doors  they  have  their 
names  and  trades  expreffed  both  in  Englilh  and 
I  3  German 


174 


EXCURSION   TO  THE 


German  text,  Alleyne  Innis,  Hat  Maker. 

A  tax  on  dogs  and  one  horfe  chairs,  five  fliillings 
per  ann. 

Executions  feldom  happen  here.  A  law  pafTed 
laft  feflion,  that  nobody  Ihould  undergo  the  punillii- 
ment  of  death,  except  it  be  for  murder. 

More  thunder  and  lightning  here  in  one  week 
than  in  England  a  whole  year. 

Very  little  card  playing  in  this  city  ;  they  often 
make  vifits  without  introducing  them ;  yet  Englifli 
culloms  and  manners  generally  prevail  \  the  ladies 
in  veiled  bonnets,  carrying  large  fans,  like  the  fa- 
Ihion  of  laft  year  in  England :  the  gentlemen  with 
,  round  hats,  jfhort  canes  in  their  hands,  their  coat« 
in  the  Englifti  tafle,  and  wearing  pantaloons* 

Schools  for  genteel  female  education  fcarce  and 
much  wanted,  as  Mr.  Hamilton  told  me. 

Houfe  flies  very  numerous  and  troublefome  in  the 
fummer  months ;  and  the  croaking  of  the  bull  frogs 
very  loud  and  difagreeable  in  the  environs  of  the 
city. 

The  weather  very  changeable ;  Fahreinhelt's 

ther- 
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thermometer  was  at  95,  July  2,  1792,  and  tlie  next 
day,  at  72,  and  a  week  after  again  at  91 ;  May  3, 
at  54,  and  May  31,  at  91 ;  January  23,  at  14,  and 
January  31,  at  39;  this  is  very  different  from  Brif- 
fot's  account  of  it  ;  but  thefe  extremes  are  obferved 
to  lelTen  every  year,  as  the  back  country  becomes 
more  cultivated. 

Philadelphia  was  incorporated  in  the  year  1701* 
In  1790*  it  was  found  to  contain  6,651  houfes,  and 
42,520  inhabitants,  but  a  great  many  new  houfes 
have  been  built  fince  that  time,  and  it  is  fuppofed 
there  are  now  more  than  50,000  inhabitants. 

Smith  is  fo  common  a  name  in  America,  that  in 
Philadelphia  alone,  there  are  eighty-lix  trading 
houfes  of  that  name. 

Butter,  from  iifteen-pence  to  eighteen-pence  p^r 
pound,  and  not  very  good, 

Harrowgate  gardens,  two  miles  diftant  on  the 
New  York  road,  and  Grey's  gardens  on  the  Skuylkil, 
are  the  two  tea-drinking  places  for,  the  cits,  like 
Bagnigg^  Wells,  and  the  Iflington  Spa. 

At  leaft  one  oat  of  ten  that  I  met  in  the  ftreets  was 
a  French  perfon,  wearing  the  tri-coloured  cockadcj^ 
the  men  with  them  in  their  hats,  the  women  on  their 
fcreafts., 

The 
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The  ftate  of  fociet}'  feems  here  to  be  very  Umilar 
to  that  which,  in  England,  is  found  at  Briftol,  where 
there  is  an  intermixture  of  Quakers,  except  that 
card-playing  is  not  fo  frequent.  The  women  marry 
very  young. 

The  chief  revenue  of  the  United  States  arifes  not 
from  internal  taxation,  which  is  very  light,  but  from 
the  duties  on  the  imports  and  tonage ;  thefe  in  the 
year  (  789,  amounted  to  1,467,080  dollars,  and  in 
1795,  5,500,000  dollars. 

So  light  are  their  taxes,  that  all  the  Inland  duties 
together  do  not  make  more  than  a  feventh  part  of 
the  national  revenue.  A  gentleman  at  New  York 
told  me,  that  all  the  taxes  of  every  kind  levied  on 
his  houfe,  which  he  rented  at  two  hundred  and  ten 
pounds  per  annum,  amounted  to  no  more  than  fix 
jpound  five  fhillings. 

The  national  debt  of  the  United  States  amounted 
to  about  fixteen  millions  fleriing^  or  76,096^468 
dollars,  which  is  fuppofed  to  bear  far  lefs  proportion 
to  their  national  wealth  than  our's,  not  even  a  fourth, 
and  is  every  year  leffenmg  that  proportion. 

The  annual  exports  a  few  years  fince,  amounted 
to  only  feventeen  millions  of  dollars ;  in  the  three 
lucceeding  years,  they  were  nearly  as  follows,  viz. 

twenty- 
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twenty-one,  twenty-fix,  and  thirty-three  millions; 
For  the  year,  ending  in  September,  1795,  they 
amount  to  nearly  forty-eight  millions ;  fo  that  in 
the  ftiort  fpace  of  five  years  their  value  has  trebled, 
and  even  their  aftual  quantity  has  been  greatly 
augmented. 

The  Englifh  are  apt  to  think  of  General  Walhlng* 
ton  as  the  Greeks  did  of  Hedlor— 

When  He£lor  falls,  then  Ilion  is  no  more.'* 

I  was  much  of  that  opinion  myfelf,  before  I  went  t(J^ 
America,  but  I  now  think  otherwife;  their  govern- 
ment is  of  that  mild  excellent  frame  as  to  require  in 
the  executive  power  not  great  abilities,  as  the  com- 
plicated affairs  of  Europe  do,  but  only  a  cool  judg- 
ment, and  a  flownefs  to  a£l.  If  America  avoids,  war 
and  interference  in  the  politicks  of  Europe,  nothing 
can  hurt  her.  The  fpirit  obferved  in  their  political 
clubs  and  felf^ created  focieties  will  do  no  material 
mifchief ;  it  will  only  keep  them  from  falling  into 
that  fupinenefs  and  paflive  acquiefcence  to  the  mea- 
fures  of  miniftry,  which  have  been  fo  fatal  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people  in  other  countries.  The 
warm  animated  difputes  between  the  plebeians  and 
patricians  in  ancient  Rome,  was  the  foundation  of 
all  its  greatnefs,  and  fo,  in  my  opinion,  will  be  the 
fparrings  between  the  federalifts  and  the  anti-fede- 
ralilts,  at  leaft  it  will  not  clog  the  government.  A 
1 5  vigorous 
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vigorous  executive  power  is  unneceflary  In  ftateslike 
thofe  of  America. 

Being  In  company,  at  IFrancIs's  Hotel,  with  Mr. 
Grove,  and  fome  other  members  from  the  fouthern 
Hates,  I  argued  as  forcibly  as  I  could  againft  the  in- 
juftice  and  impolicy,  in  cafe  of  a  war  between  the  two 
countries,  of  fequeftrating  or  attacking  the  property 
of  our  countreymen  lodged  in  their  funds,  upo  the 
good  faith  of  their  public  fecurities,  Mr.  Grove 
fmiled  acrofs  to  one  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  oppo- 
lite  fide,  and  faid,  I  might  fatisfy  myfelf  that  fuch  a 
meafure  would  never  be  adopted,  however  it  might 
have  been  threatened. 

When  Mr.  Dayton's  propofed  refolution  for  the 
fequellratlon  of  all  debts  due  to  Britifh  fubjeds,  was 
under  debate,  Mr.  I.  Smith  quoted  a  writer  upon 
the.  law  of  nations,  jullifying  all  reprifals  upon  the 
efFedls  of  individuals  of  the  aggrelTmg  nation  indif- 
crlminately,  except  ftock  in  the  public  fmds*  ''Mr.. 
Giles,  however,  was  of  opinion,  that  there  could  be 
no  rational  diflindion  in  principle.  Mr.  Swift  ac- 
knowledged, on  the  firft  view  of  the  fubjedl,  he  had 
been  inclined  to  favour  the  proportion,  but  on  more 
mature  deliberation,  thought  it  a  diredl  violation  of 
the  law  of  nations. 

If,  however,  America  fhould  be  bold  enough,  in 
cafe  of  hoftilities  with  Great  Britain,  to  violate  her 

public 
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public  faith,  by  fequeftring  the  private  property  of 
individuals,  depoiited  bona  fide  in  her  funds,  fhe  will 
highly  difgrace  herfelf,  and  American  faith  will 
become  as  infamous  and  proverbial  as  Punic  faith. 

Mr.  Grove  introduced  me,  one  day,  at  the  State 
Houfe,  to  Colonel  Parker,  the  Member  for  Virginia, 
who  after  fome  little  converfation,  gave  me  an  invi- 
tation to  return  with  him,  and  offered,  upon  the  ad« 
journment  of  Congrefs,  which  was  to  be  the  next 
day,  to  take  me  with  him,  in  his  chariot,  to  Nor- 
folk, and  Urongly  prefTed  me  to  fettle  there,  and 
eftablifh  a  manufadlory,  and  that  I  might  have  the 
<vjork  of  the  Jlwues  almoft  for  nothing.  As  I  am 
fpeaking  of  Virginia,  I  would  here  inform  my 
reader,  that  there  is  a  pariih  in  the  county  of  Weft- 
moreland,  called  Wafhington,aslong  ago  as  1720  or 
30,  before  the  Prefident  was  born,  his  family  hav. 
ing  come  out  of  England  (Lincolnfliire  I  believe) 
about  1657,  and  fettled  in  that  part  of  Virginia. 
There  is  a  parifh  in  England,  called  Waftiington, 
fomewhere  in  the  county  of  Durham,  from  whence 
the  family  probably  originated. 


Return  to  New  York. 


I  SET  out  on  my  return  to  New  York,  from  the 
Indian  Queen,  No.  15,  South-Fourth-ftreet,  at  three » 
I  6  iii 
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in  the  morning.  The  llage  is  to  take  us  thither  in 
one  day,  a  diftance  of  more  than  ninety-two  miles. 
The  only  pafTengers  at  fetting  ofF,  were,  Mr.W. 
Prieflley  and  myfelf.  It  was  a  fine  ftar  light  morning 
when  we  pafTed  through  the  environ  Kenfington, 
and  in  the  firfl  hour  we  reached  Frankfort  town- 
Ihip.  In  croffing  the  bridge  over  Pennipack  Creek> 
our  horfes,  full  of  fplrit,  took  fright,  and  were  very 
near  leaping  the  battlements  of  the  bridge,  which 
are  very  low.  At  fun  rife  we  reached  the  Red 
Lion,  The  floping  ground  here,  forms  a  beautiful 
fituation  for  a"  gentleman's  country  houfe,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Poquaffink  Creek,  From  this  place, 
a  road  runs  diredly  north  to  Warmin^|er  and  Ha- 
tefl)orough,  which  former  being  the  name  of  my 
native  place,  in  England,  I  wifhed  very  much  to 
have  vifited,  as  probably  fome  people  of  that  town 
might  have  fettled  there,  and  named  it,  in  compli- 
ment  to  their  own  native  place, 

I  have  obferved  that  no  mufquitoes  had  yet  ap- 
peared at  Philadelphia,  notvvithftand:ing  the  exceifive 
heat,  although  I  had  before  found  them  in  great 
plenty  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New  York. 

At  fifteen  miles  from  Philadelphia,  we  pafled  a 
burying  ground,  clofe  to  the  road  fide :  I  faw  no 
houfe  or  cKapel  near  it.  It  is  a  fquare  of  thirty 
yards,  cnclofed  with  a  ftone  wall,  and  here  four 
or  five  families  bury  their  dead,  without  any  fu- 
neral 
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neral  fervice  whatever  over  the  corpfe,  as  I  was 
informed. 

We  pafled  a  fmall  tra£l  of  land,  of  about  ten  acres, 
that  was  lately  cleared.  Only  two  months  before. 
It  was  a  thick  wood.  The  trees  had  been  firft  gird- 
led, that  is,  the  bark  cut  away  in  a  circle  round  each 
tree,  which  prevents  the  afcent  of  the  fap,  and  kills 
them  fpeedily.  A  dextrous  woodcutter  (the  Con- 
nedicut  men  are  famous)  will  in  three  months,  cut 
and  clear  three  acres,  and  fplit  up  the  wood  into 
rails  for  fences :  he  will  contrad  to  do  it  at  twenty 
fhillings  currency,  per  acre,  or  twelve  (hillings  fter- 
ling.  They  next  burn  the  old  flumps,  with  a  lire 
made  round  each  with  the  fmall  wood,  which  kills 
its  vegetation.  In  this  operation  they  had  been 
Lately  engaged.  By  July  1 6,  buck  wheat  will  be 
fown  there,  which  will  be  fit  to  reap  about  Novem- 
ber I ;  after  which  it  will  probably  be  ploughed  up,  . 
and  fowed  at  once  to  wheat.  A  man's  pay  here,  is 
half  a  dollar  a  day,  and  his  keeping.  If  the  ground 
ihould  prove  too  luxuriant  for  wheat,  then  rye  is 
fown,  which  is  an  excellent  grain,  they  fay,  to  clear 
the  ground. 

We  now  travelled  eight  or  ten  miles  along  the 
banks  of  the  Delaware,  to  Bfiftol,  and  then  to 
Trenton,  to  breakfaft,  which  is  about  thirty  miles 
from  Philadelphia,   I  went  to  the  Printing  Office 

there. 
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there,  and  procured  a  quantity  of  old  news  ^papers 
among  the  reft,  feveral  Kentucky  ones,  which  were 
very  amufmg  and  novel.  I  read  feveral  abfurd  and 
idle  flories  about  the  Hate  of  the  war  in  Europe, 
and  its  events,  which  were  much  exaggerated,  as. 
may  be  partly  fuppofed,  in  paffing  to  fuch  a  remote 
part  of  the  world.  They  are  hungry  for  news,  and 
the  printers  know  their  ftomachs  will  fwallow  any 
thing.  Here  we  took  into  our  vehicle  two  very 
fmart  young  women,  who  were  going  to  a  country 
dance,  about  ten  miles  off:  they  were  charming 
company,  very  facetious,  innocent,  and  modeft  with- 
al, and  we  were  very  loath  to  part  with  them. 

I  muft,  however,  go  back  to  mention  that  I  en* 
quired  the  price  of  provifions  at  Trenton,  and  found, 
that  beef  fold  that  day  for  eightpence  per  pound, 
or  fourpence  halfpenny  fleriing  ;  mutton,  fourpence 
(twopence  halfpenny ;)  veal,  fourpence;  (twopence 
halfpenny.)  This  was  dearer  than  common,  on 
two  accounts :  the  great  quantity  lately  bought  up 
for  exportation,  upon  taking  off  the  embargo ;  - 
and  the  affembly  of  the  ilate  being  then  fitting  at 
Trenton. 

The  natural  wood  of  this  trad  is  oak  andchefnut, 
and  many  of  the  butternut  trees ;  a  few  trees  of  the 
catalpa,  planted  for  ornaments  before  the  houfes, 
the  fmell  of  whofe  leaf  refembles  coffee,   I  have  as 

yet 
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yet  feen  no  elm  in  America.  Fern  is  feldom  or  ne- 
ver feen  here,  but  1  have  heard  there  is  fome  found 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bofton. 

Near  Princetown  are  large  plantations  of  the 
Italian  mulberry  tree,  for  the  culture  of  the  filk 
worm.  Some  of  the  farmers  greatly  objedl  to  them, 
as  interfering  with  more  ufeful  domeftic  occupa- 
tions^ and  encouraging  too  much  habits  of  idlenefs* 

At  Milftone  Creek  we  paffed  Kingilone,  a  fmall 
fcatter^d  village,  or  townflilp,  with  fcarce  three 
houfes  in  light  together.  The  roads  very  rough 
and  ilony.  As  we  approach  New  Brunfwick, 
we  defcend  a  long  gradual  hill  over  a  plain,  and 
the  town  appears  fimilar  to  the  entrance  of  Aires- 
ford  from  the  city  of  Wincheiler.  On  the  right 
fide  of  the  town  I  faw  the  large  extended  barracks 
which  were  formerly  occupied  by  lord  Cornwallis 
and  his  troops,  who  were  llationed  here  during  three 
winter  months.  Here  we  dined,  and  then  croiTed 
the  Rariton  River  in  the  ferry.  The  bridge  of  five 
arches  which  had  been  carried  away  by  the  late 
floods,  had  now  ten  or  twenty  men  at  work  upon  it, 
(or  in  boats)  repairing  it.  We  next  came  to  Pif- 
catavvay,  through  a  very  poor  fandy  foil.  The  land 
here  may  be  bought  for  lefs  than  five  pounds  an  acre^ 

I  faw  a  few  crows  fly  along,  which  were  the  firft 
and  only  ones  I  obferved  iu  America.    Rooks  they 

have 
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have  none,  as  I  am  told,  I  fliould  fuppofe  It  would 
be  well  worth  the  attention  of  their  government  to 
import  the  breed,  as  the  country  abounds  fo  much 
with  infefts,  worms,  and  reptiles,  A  farmer,  in 
England^  who  deftroys  or  drives  them  from  his 
eftate,  finds  a  great  difference  in  this  refped,  far 
more  than  the  value  of  what  corn  they  eat.  The 
magpie  is  a  bird  not  known  there.  Of  fome  kinds 
of  birds  they  have  great  plenty,  fuch  as  robins,  fwal- 
lows,  cat  birds,  and  king  birds,  or  men  of  war,  as 
fome  call  them. 

We  now  pafTed  a  road,  branching  off  to  our  right^ 
to  Amboy  and  Sandy  Hook ;  and  foon  after  reached 
Woodbridge.  While  they  changed  horfes,  I  went 
rojand  to  furvey  the  houfe  and  garden,  and  found  a 
weaving  fhop,  where  two  men  were  weaving  linert 
fheeting,  out  of  flax  raifed  and  fpun  by  neighbour- 
ing families,  who  brought  their  yarn  to  them  to 
make  it  up  into  cloth.  Thefe  men  told  me  they 
could  weave  fourteen  yards  a  day  of  yard-wide 
flieeting ;  it  was  not  very  fine,  as  may  be  fup- 
pofed.  Five  miles  further  on,  we  paffed  a  faw 
mill,  on  Raway  river;  a  very  profitable  eredlion  in 
every  ilate,  if  fecured  from  the  eiieds  of  fudden 
floods,  very  common  in  this  country,  to  the  ruin  of 
many  a  once  profitable  concern.  We  flopped  at 
at  the  Wheat-flieaf  to  v/ater  our  horfes,  and  proceed- 
ed over  a  very  unpleafant  country  till  we  reached 
Elizabeth  Town;  a  very  low  fuuation,  near  the 
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marfhes.    Governor  Livingfton  has  a  country  feat^ 
about  half  a  mile  to  the  left,  on  an  eminence. 

Three  miles  further,  we  pafled  a  large  Baptift 
Meeting  Houfe,  Handing  alone  on  our  right,  and 
then  came  to  Newark,  about  five  in  the  evening* 
The -weather  had  been  uncommonly  hot,  and  I  felt 
myfelf  fo  uncomfortable,  that  I  was  glad  here  to 
quit  the  flage,  and  flay  till  the  next  day,  I  opened 
m  J  portmanteau  and  changed  myfelf,  and  having  now 
got  a  comfortable  difh  of  tea,  with  plenty  of  good 
cream,  at  the  Hounds  and  Horn,  kept  by  Archer 
Gifford,  I  was  fo  well  refrefhed  as  to  walk  over 
every  part  of  the  town :  the  ftreets  of  which  are 
very  wide,  with  the  houfes  feparated  from  each 
other  by  gardens  and  outlets.  It  is  fo  increafed  as 
to  have  doubled  its  inhabitants  within  the  laft  ten 
years,  and  the  land  rifen  in  value  from  ten  to  thirty 
pounds  an  acre.  A  large  manufadory  of  leather 
and  Ihoes,  carried  on  here.  There  are  four  meet- 
ings or  churches,  one  of  which  is  peculiarly  elegant, 
with  a  handfome  fpire,  two  hundred  and  two  feet 
high,  ninety-feven  long,  and  fixty-fix  feet  in  breadth^ 
built  of  ftone.  Near  the  top  is  a  gallery  on  the 
outfide,  from  whence  you  have  a  beautiful  view  of 
Staten  and  Long  Iflands,  Hudfon's  River,  New 
York,  &c.  Sec.  A  large  brick  building  is  now 
credling  here  for  a  grammar  fchool ;  one  large 
apartment  in  it  is  already  opened,  for  the  youth  of 
both  fexes  to  meet  and  learn  to  fmg.    As  night  fet 
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in,  the  fire  flies  alForded  conilant  entertainment  m- 
my  walks.  The  next  morning  I  went  a  mile  out  of 
the  town,  to  fee  the  new  bridge  over  the  Pcfaickjr 
credled  to  avoid  the  frequent  difagreeable  delays  at 
this  ferry.  It  is  neatly  framed  of  wood,  with  a' 
draw  bridge  to  let  the  fchooners~  and  other  velTek 
pafs.  Another  bridge  of  the  fame  kind  ,  is  going  to 
te.  eredled  over  the  Hackinfack,  which,  will  be  a 
great  convenience  to  travellers  to  and  from  New- 
York,  and  places  adjacent.  I  remarked  fome  very 
beautiful  elevated  fituations  for  houfes,  not  yet  oc- 
cupied. On  the  green,  adjoining  to  Newark^  is 
lately  ere£led  a  high  pole,  furmounted  with  the  cap 
of  liberty.  Hearing  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  in- 
habitants, I  followed  the  croud  into  a  large  town 
hall,  where  I  found  them  debating  about  the  means 
and  ordering  the  commemoration  of  July  4,  then  ap- 
proaching, (the  asra  of  their  independence.)  It  was 
determined  there  fhould  be  a  proceflion  to  churchy 
and  a  fermon  preached  on  the  occalion,  but  as  to  a 
feafl,  it  was  decreed,  that  every  perfon  fhould  do  as 
they  liked  bell.  Beds  were  fo  fcarce  at  the  inn^ 
that  two  of  us  flept  on  the  floor  of  the  large  parlour. 
The  inns  are  in  general  very  fmall,  travelling  not 
having  been  very  frequent  till  of  late,  and  the 
houfes  built  only  for  private  families.  I  went  next 
morning  to  an  exhibition  of  wild  beafts,  among 
which  was  a  buffalo,  jull  brought  from  Kentucky;  it 
refembled  an  ill  fliaped  cow,  and  of  the  colour  of 
an  afs.    There  are  four  or  five  poll  chaifes  kept  in 
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this  place,  and  a  multitude  of  one-horfe  chaifes, 
which  pay,  I  think,  five  fhillinga  a  year  tax  to  th® 
ftate  of  New  Jerfey.  There  is  a  flage  every  day  in 
the  fummer,  vv'hich  fets  out  at  fix  o'clock  in  the 
morning  for  New  York,  from  Archer  GifFord's, 
(fare  three  fhillings  currency)  and  returns  again  to 
dinner,  about  three.  It  puts  up  in  New  York,  at 
the  corner  of  Cortland-ftreet,  and  Broadway.  It  is 
very  convenient  for  thofe  who  live  at  Newark,  and 
carry  on  their  bufinefs  at  New  York.  There  is,  I 
am  told,  a  very  genteel  neighbourhood  here,  and 
much  tea  vintlng.  It  is  alfo  a  great  thoroughfare, 
and  may  be  reckoned  a  very  neat  pleafant  country 
town.  Mr.  Harriot's  houfe  is  beautifully  fituateid  on 
a  kind  of  cliff ;  there  I  breakfafled,,  according  to 
a  promife  I  made  when  I  went  to  Philadelphia* 
Mrs.  Harriot,  who  had  lived  here  two  years,  com- 
plained much  of  the  exceffive  heat  in  fummer,  and 
the  extreme  cold  in  the  winter,  as  what  (he  had  not 
been  ufed  to  in  England,. 

I  had  not  time  to  go  and  fee  Schuyler's  coppf^i 
mine,  about  four  miles  from  this  place  :  it  was  lirft 
difcovered  about  the  year  1776,  but  upon  breaking 
out  of  the  war,  it  was  not  much,  at  leaft,  worked  till 
lately.  It  is  now  worked  by  a  ileam  engine,  and  I 
am  told,  yields  from  the  ore,  three  fourths  cop* 
per.  A  mill  for  fmelting,  is  going  to  be  ereded  at 
Paterfon. 

While 
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While  at  Newark,  1  heard  much  converfatioif 
about  the  Paterfon  manufadlory,  at  the  Falls  in  that 
neighbourhood,  as  a  very  expenlive  undertaking ; 
alfo  of  the  roguery  of  the  different  managers,  placed 
at  different  times  at  the  head  of  it;  chiefly  men  of 
ruined  fortunes,  from  England  ;  men  wjho  undertook 
it,  merely  to  aggrandize  themfelves  at  any  rate,  I 
have  already  given  my  opinion,  on  the  fate  of  thefc 
undertakings.  America  has  many  better  fources  of 
Bational  wealth,  at  prefent,  than  manufadure. 

At  ten  o'clock,  I  took  a  place  in  the  ftag^,  for 
New  York,  and  paid  half  a  dollar,  being  nine  miles. 
The  road  is,  for  the  moft  part,  over  a  fwamp,  and 
k  is  made  paffable  by  Hicks  of  timber  laid  acrofs  it 
all  the  way,  fo  clofe  together,  that  the  horfes  cannot 
ftep  between.  One  of  my  fellow  travellers  fud- 
denly  called  out,  A  fnake,  a  fnake !  and  fee  the 
bird  following  it."  The  fad  was,  a  large  black  fnake 
was  llretched  before  us,  on  the  road,  fafcinating  a 
poor  bird,  and  he  had  fo  far  fucceeded,  before  the 
yattle  of  our  carriage  dillurbed  him,  that  when  he 
retired  flowly  into  the  rufhes,  by  the  road  fide,  the 
bird  adually  followed  him.  The  driver  told  us,  it 
was  a  very  common  occurrence.  Monfieur  Barre, 
a  captain  of  the  Perdrix  French  frigate,  which  lay 
in  North  River,  was  a  pafTenger  with  us ;  a  hand* 
fome,  well  looking,  manly  perfon,  with  fenfible  and 
pleafant  converfation  ;  yet  to  fee  him  with  a  pair  of 
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gold  ear  rings  dangling  next  his  cheeks,  filled  me 
with  difguft. 

After  crofling  the  PaiTalck  and  Hackinfack  Ri. 
vers,  we  came  to  Paulus  Hook,  and  were  foon  fer- 
ried over  Hudfon's  River,  to  the  city  of  New  York. 
I  went  immediately  to  Mrs  Loring's,  to  enquire  for 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Prieflley,  and  fbund  tney  were  gone 
to  dine  with  Mr.  Ofgood,  a  gentleman  I  was  ac- 
quainted with,  and  where  I  had  before  dined:  I 
■called  there,  and  was  introduced  juit  as  the  wines 
and  defert  were  placed  on  the  table,  and  found  a 
large  party,  of  twenty-two  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
Befides  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Prieftley,  there  were :  the  Bi- 
ihop  of  New  York  and  his  lady,  (a  relation  of  mine, 
hy  marriage,)  Mr.  Gen^t,  the  late  French  Ambaf- 
iador,  Melandhon  Smith,  and  otners,  befides  Mrs^ 
Ofgood,  the  Mifs  Franklyns,  and  many  ladies. 
The  two  Mifs  Frankljns  are  the  daughters  of  Mrs» 
Ofgood,  by  her  former  hufband.  1  hey  are  charm- 
ing accompliftied  young  women.  I  promifed  myfelf 
much  pleafure  and  de  ight  in  cultivating  an  ac- 
quaintance with  them,  while  I  was  at  New  York, 
but  to  my  great  mortification,  a  few  days  afterwards, 
they  fet  out  on  a  vifit  to  their  relations  at  Bollon* 
We  had  much  intereiting  converlation  after  dinner, 
efpecially  on  political  fubjeds,  1  could  not  help  re- 
marking, that  I  was  feated  between  the  Biihop  and 
Dr.  Prieftley,  the  feat  of  war  in  England,  but  of 
.|)eace  and  civility  heie,    (No  loaves  and  fiihes  in 
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the  way.)  When  we  retired  to  the  drawing  room, 
for  tea  and  cofFee,  converfation  continued  too  inte- 
reiling  for  any  one  to  propofe  cards,  and  about  tea 
in  the  evening,  we  feparated. 

Mrs.  Loring^s  pleafant  lodging  houfe  being  too 
full  to  admit  me,  I  took  up  my  quarters  at  Mrs. 
<}ordon*s.  No.  137,  Greenwich  ftreet,  a  new-built 
pleafant  houfe;  paying  eight  dollars  a  week,  for 
lodging  and  boardin-g. 

Saturday y  June  14.  Went  with  Dr.  and  the  two 
Mrs.  Prieflley's  to  call  on  Dr.  Prevoofl,  the  Bifhop, 
a  pleafant,  agreeable  man,  of  plain  manners  and 
good  fenfe.  No  honours  annexed  to  the  office  of 
Bifhop,  in  America.  You  neither  addrefs  them  as 
I^ords,  nor  Right  Reverend  Fathers  in  God.  His 
Lady  was  a  Mifs  Bousfield,  from  Ireland,  iifter  to 
Colonel  Bouslield,  a  genteel,  pleafmg,  and  agree- 
able woman^ 

June  I  ^»  Being  Trinity  Sunday,  the  divines 
preached  almoll  univerfally  in  fupport  of  that  doc- 
trine. The  famous  interpolated  text,  which  Dr. 
Clarke   has  jullly   noticed,   was   not  forgotten: 

There  are  three  that  bear  record  in  heaven.'* 
At  Trinity  Church,  I  heard  Dr.  Beach  preach  from 
thefe  words:  Acquaint  nov/  thyfelf  with  God, 
and  be  at  peace  with  him,  thereby  good  fhall  come 
unio  thee.'*    In  a  very  perfonal  manner,  he  Applied 
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^nem  to  Dr.  Prieflley,  as  if  the  caufe  of  all  his  trou- 
bles  was  his  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  the  Deity. 
They  are  really  afraid  of  Dr.  Prieftley,  and  are  pre- 
paring publications  againli  Unitarianifoi,  making 
no  doubt  of  a  complete  victory. 

A  (hip  arrived  to-day,  from  Leith,  in  Scotland, 
-with  abov^  a  hundred  palfengers,  come  out  to 
fettle. 

June  1 6.    We  dined  with  Mr.  Bridgen,  at  hi3 
country  houfe,  three  miles  out  of  New  York,  on  the 
Eail  River.    Our  party  were.  General  Gates  and 
his  lady,  the  four  Priellleys,  and  two  other  gentle- 
men, befides  the  family.    The  top  difh  was  an  ex- 
cellent fi{h,  called  a  Iheep's  head,  ftewed,  refembling 
tench,  but  much  better.    In  the  defert  was  a  plate  ' 
of  currants,  but  they  were  not  fully  ripe.  General 
Gates  drank  to  me,  at  table,  as  his  countryman* 
The  General  finding  I  was  an  Englifh  clothier,  com- 
plained he  could  never  get  any  good  fuperfirife  broad 
cloth,  at  New  York,  though  he  had  tried  every  (hop 
there.        Why,"  fays  he,      do  you  put  us  off  with 
fuch  inferior  cloth.''    There  was  an  addition  to  our 
party  at  tea;  a  Mrs.  Beckman,  the  mother  of 
tv/elve  fons  and  daughters,  and  flill  appears  capable 
•of  producing  as  man}/  more.    Mr.  Bridgen,  our 
lioll,  is  the  father  of  eighteen.    In  Hanover-fquare, 
in  New  York,  Mr.  Atkinfon,  who  lives  there,  tpld 
me^  that  four  of  his  Ecighbours  make  up  jfifty- two 
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children,  in  their  joint  families.  This  is  the  way, 
indeed,  to  flock  a  new  country  with  inhabitants. 
Three  af  the  Mifs  Beckman's  accompanied  their 
mother,  one  of  whom,  it  wa^  faid,  was  well  /killed 
in  Greek  and  Latin  :  this,  however,  was  not  the 
whole  of  her  accomplilhments :  flie  was  handfome, 
^or  had  her  deep  ftudies  at  all  injured  a  very  beau- 
tiful complexion.  On  our  return,  in  the  evening, 
William  Prieftley  and  myfelf,  went  to  fup  with  our 
friend  Mr.  Lewis,  where  we  met  Mr.  and  Mrs.. 
Atkinfon ;  the  latter  a  very  fenfible  woman.  Speak- 
ing of  land  purchafes,  Mr.  Atkinfon  faid,  a  friend 
of  his  had  bought  a  tra6l  of  land,  fix  years  ago,  at 
threepence  an  acre,  which  he  has  lately  lold  again, 
at  five  dollars  an  acre,  or  twenty-two  fiiillings  and 
iixpence  flerling ;  an  immenfe  profit  in  fix  years ; 
but  this  is  an  uncommon  cafe. 

yune  17.  Took  a  ride  with  Mr.  Lewis,  in  his 
phaeton,  fix  or  eight  miles  along  the  banks  of  Hud- 
son's River,  then  crofied  the  ifland  eallward,  and 
returned  by  the  fide  of  Eaft  River,  or  Sound.  Pt 
abounds  with  country  feats  of  gentlemen  and  mer- 
chants, commanding  fea  views  :  amongft  ochers,  is 
a  beaudful  place  belonging  to  Mr,  John  Wilkes,  a 
nephew  to  the  Chamberlain  of  London,  which  is 
foon  to  be  difpofed  of.  Mr.  Lewis's  pair  of  bay 
hurfts,  coft  him  feventy-two  pounds  currency,  or 
forty  pounds  ten  fiiillings  fterling :  they  are  good 
Jiorfes,  and  well  trained  to  their  bufinefs,  one  fix, 
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the  other  feven  y^cars  old,  and  reckoned  well  worth 
the  money.  On  oar  return,  we  faw  a  fchooner  that 
had  juft  come  down  Hudfon's  River,  from  Albany, 
difcharglng  her  cargo,  which  confifted  of  three- 
fcore  fine  mules,  bought  by  a  New  York  merchant, 
to  fend  to  the  Well  Indies^  It  mull  be  a  very 
good  trade  to  breed  them,  for  as  well  as  I  re- 
member, they  told  me,  they  would  fetch  from 
forty  to  fixty  pounds  currency,  a  piece^  in  the  Well 
Indies. 

June  i^.  Dr.  Prieftley  and  family  fet  ofF  from 
New  York  for  Philadelphia :  I  accompanied  them 
acrofs  North  River,  to  Paulus  Plook.  He  purpofes 
flaying  at  Philadelphia  one  fortnight  only,  and  then 
goes  up  the  Sufquehanah  to  Northumberland  town^ 
to  a  houfe  his  fons  had  fome  time  before  his  arrival, 
fitted  up  for  his  reception ;  a  full  proof,  that  he  came 
to  America  for  peace  and  retirement,  and  not  with 
any  view  to  any  public  fituation,  of  which,  to 
my  knowledge,  he  had  many  offered,  and  all  of 
which,  without  any  hefitation  whatever,  he  pofi- 
tively  declined.  He  told  me,  as  we  paffed  the  river 
together,  that  his  reception  was  highly  flattering  to 
him,  and  far  beyond  what  he  either  wifhed  or  ex- 
peded, 

June  19.  I  called  out  of  curiofity,  at  J.  Ware- 
ham's  Regifter  Office,  No.  1 10,  Maiden-lane,  to  en- 
q^aire  the  price  of  a  farm,  advertifed  by  him  for  fale. 
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in  Monmouth  County,  New  Jerfey.  It  confifted  of 
fix  hundred  and  fixty-fix  acres,  thirty  of  which  are 
cultivated,  the  reft  in  timber ;  a  dwelling  houfe  and 
llables,  a  grift  mill,  with  a  never  failing  ftream  of 
water,  and  a  new  faw  mill,  which  he  faid  would  cut 
two  thoufand  feet  of  board  in  a  day ;  alfo  a  young 
planted  orchard. 

Likewlfe  another  eftate  near  it,  of  four  hundred 
and  eighty-feven  acres,  three  hundred  of  it  fait 
meadow,  and  plenty  of  frefli  meadow  at  a  little  ex- 
pence,  enough  to  fupportone  hundred  and  fifty  head 
of  cattle,  with  an  indifputable  title. 

He  ofFered  the  two  eftates  together,  for  one  thou- 
fand four  hundred  pounds  currency,  or  feven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-feven  pounds  ten  fhiliings  fterling: 
I  fufpedl  it,  however,  to  be  an  unhealthy  fituation, 
by  obferving  its  fituation  in  the  map  of  New  Jerfey. 
I  mention  the  above,  juft  to  give  my  reader  a  matter 
€f  fad  account  of  the  value  of  land. 

At  the  fame  ofHce,  I  was  recommended  to  the 
purchafe  of  an  eftate  in  Elizabeth  Town,  only  fifteen 
miles  from  New  York ;  confifting  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  acres,  eighty  of  which  is  cultivated  ;  with 
a  very  good  houfe  and  garden  ;  belonging  to  a  Mr. 
Robinfon,  who  lives  on  the  premifes  :  five  windows 
in  front,  and  three  ftories  high,  including  the  attic. 
For  the  whole  of  this,  he  alked  one  thoufand  five 
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iiundred  pounds  currency,  or  eight  hundred  and 
forty-three  pounds  fifteen  flnllings  fterling.  It  is  a 
pleafant  town,  on  the  great  road  between  New  York 
and  Philadelphia,  to  which  places,  four  ftages  pafs 
every  day.  A  cheap  place  to  live  in,  and  you  may 
go  by  water  feveral  times  every  day,  to  and  from 
New  York,  for  tenpence  fterling,  or  one  (hilling  and 
fixpence  currency.  You  go  it  generally,  (at  leaft  I 
did)  in  an  hour  and  a  half, 

I  have  heard,  to-day,  that  Mr.  Wilkes's  beautiful 
houfe,  and  improvements,  are  offered  for  fale ;  now 
rented  by  Mr.  Ludlow.  It  has  four  elegant  fronts, 
and  a  portico,  with  eighty  acres  of  improved  land 
round  it;  is  five  miles  from  New  York,  on  the 
banks  of  Hudfon's  or  North  River;  commands  3 
fine  view  of  the  river  and  city,  and  has  been  offered 
for  four  thoufand  pounds  fterling  *• 

June  20.  A  fhip  arrived  to-day,  at  the  battery, 
from  Ireland,  which  brings  over  four  hundred  and 
thirty-five  paiTengers.  I  made  a  point  to  find  many 
of  them  out,  and  afk  them  Avhy  they  left  their 
country  :  they  told  me  the  times  were  fo  hard,  and 
every  thing  fo  dear,  that  with  all  their  induftry,  they 
could  not  live.  They  faid  they  had  all  paid  their 
paiTage;  that  near  two  hundred  of  them  were 

*  This  elegant  villa  has  Tince  been  fold  for  ten  thoufand 
pounds  currency  to  Mr.  J.  Conftable* 
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weavers  of  diaper  and  dimity.  Tliey  told  me,  tliaf 
moll  of  them  were  going  to  the  weftern  parts  of 
Connedlicut,  to  fettle  on  new  lands.  Many  other 
arrivals  of  this  kind  lately,  and  great  plenty  of  poor 
Englifh  manufa6lttrers,  who  would  be  glad  to  fettle 
at  their  ©Id  bufmelTes,  if  they  could  get  employ. 
Mr.  Dixon  told  me,  that  when  he  has  fometimes  put 
them  into  the  loom,  at  his  manufactory,  they  gene- 
rally leave  him  when  they  have  faved  up  a  little 
money,  and  go  to  fettle  on  new  land.  The  flattering 
jp^ofped  of  eafe  and  independence,  to  be  acquired 
hy  moderate  labour,  foon  attrafts  their  notice,  as 
thofe  who  make  large  purchafes  of  land,  hold  out 
iijch  great  encouragement.  The  following  terms 
w&tc  offered  to  one  Moxam  :  To  have  poffeffion  of 
fifty  acres,  the  firft  five  years,  for  nothing,  except 
A  condition  to  eredt  a  log  houfe,  and  cultivate  it  be- 
fore he  cultivates  any  other  land.  He  is  then  to  be 
offered  the  purchafe  of  the  land,  at  a  market  price* 
If  he  will  not  buy,  he  muft  pay  one  Ihilling  an  acre, 
as  remt,  per  annum,  for  the  next  five  years ;  and  if 
at  the  end  of  ten  years,  he  does  not  quit  it,  or  buy 
it,  he  is  to  pay  eighteen  guineas  a  year  for  ever. 

I  was  alfo  informed,  tliat  I  might  get  almoift 
any  land  cleared,  in  New  York  County,  for  the  ex- 
pence  of  twenty  four  ihilling  s  per  acre,  and  find  them 
ibod,  or  forty  (hillings  currency,  to  find  themfelves* 
TJie  Beavers  will  fometimes 'ckar  a  fpot  of  land  very 
3iea%,  cutting  down  trees,  and  carrying  away  the 
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^imter,  reduced  into  Ihort  logs,  by  their  wonderM 
fagacity  and  Ikiil.  It  is  a  fortunate  circumftance  to 
have  purchafed  lands  where  thefeinduftrious  animals 
have  made  a  fettlement.  At  fome  of  them^,  there 
has  been  four  ton  of  hay  cut  on  an  acre. 

June  21,  I  had  a  pleafant  rural  ramble,  m 
Long  Ifland.  As  foan  as  I  had  breakfafted,  I 
got  into  the  ferry  boat,  at  the  Fly  Market,  and 
for  two-pence,  was  ferried  over  to  Brooklyn, 
There  finding  a  coachee,  going  to  Flat  Bufti, 
I  mounted  the  vehicle,  and  foon  found  my- 
felf  in  company  with  two  French  emigrants,  who 
could  not  fpeak  a  word  of  Englifh,  nor  could  I  very 
well  underhand  their  French,  and  it  was  truly  ridi- 
culous^ to  fee  us  converfing  by  figns,  and  occafional 
monofyllables,  which  puzzled  more  than  explained. 
However  we  foon  got  to  Flat  Bufh  (about  fiv«  miles) 
where  I  obferved  a  College,  or  Academy  ;  thither 
as  foon  as  the  coachee  Hopped,  I  dire<5ted  my  fteps. 
I  was  very  civilly  received,  and  ftiewn  up  into  the 
library,  where  I  faw  a  very  good  pair  of  Globes  of 
Adams's,  a  refleding  telefcope  of  Dolland's,  and  an 
eledrical  apparatus.  A  fmall^  but  well-chofen  li- 
brary ;  but  feeing  very  few  Greek  or  Latin  books, 
I  alked  the  reafon  of  it :  the  mailer  informed  me, 
that  though  they  had  near  a  hundred  pupils,  from 
different  Hates  of  the  Union,  and  fome  as  far  ofF 
as  from  Georgia,  that  very  few  of  them  learned  the 
claflxcs ;  which  (from  the  idea  that  it  employed  too 
jnuch-of  a  boy's  time,)  was  getting  very  much  out 


19?  EXCURSION  TO  THE 

of  fafhion.  There  were,  he  faid,  now  fuch  good 
tranflations  into  Englifh,  of  almofc  all  the  line  claf- 
fic  authors,  that  the  knowledge  of  them,  could  be 
obtained  very  competently  without  a  young  man's 
hammering  fo  long  a  time  at  hicy  hac,  hocy  and 
^\)it\(j)y  Tt4/y>  T£Ti;(pa :  I  fmiled  at  his  obfervation, 
.which  encouraged  him  to  fay,  that  the  habits  and 
manners  of  America  were  fo  far  different  from  thofc 
of  Europe,  that  they  did  not  want  to  breed  up  men 
of  deep  fpeculation  and  abllrad  knowledge ;  for  a 
man  amongfl:  them,  was  no  more  valuable,  than  as 
he  was  ufeful  in  improving  the  ftate  of  the  country. 
I  thought  there  was  good  fenfe  in  his  obfervations. 
The  endowment,  he  faid,  allows  only  fix  pounds  for 
each  boy,  but  it  generally  made  an  expence  of  thirtjf 
pounds  a  head;  the  reft  is  defrayed  by  their  pa- 
rents. It  was  kept  very  clean  and  healthy,  and 
every  thing  in  neat  order.  It  was  then  the  va- 
cation time.  I  returned  to  the  place  where  the 
ilage  was  waiting  its  hour,  and  there  found  another 
French  gentleman,  at  lodgings.  He  afTured  me  he 
paid  for  lodging  and  boarding,  but  two  dollars  a 
week,  and  was  very  comfortably  accommodated.. 
^  He^  was  under  afflidion ;  had  been  captain  of  a  vef- 
fel,  taken  from  him  at  Port  aa  Prince,  and  he  had 
retired  hither  alone,  with  the  wreck  of  his  fortune, 
waiting  the  event  of  the  war,  or  fome  favourable 
change  of  circumftance  to  try  to  recover  his  pro- 
perty. He  was  fludying  the  Englifh  language. 
He  had  the  Bible,  the  Spedators,  Salmon's  Geogra- 
phy, feveral  hiftorical  and  political  works.  Among 
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the  latter,  I  could  not  help  remarking,  «  Pigs  Meat 
for  the  Swiniih  Multitude;"  a  trad  that  had  not 
been  publiflied  in  England,  more  than  three  months : 
how  it  could  get  to  that  remote  part  of  the  world<> 
in  fo  Ihort  a  fpace  of  time  feemed  extraordinary, 

I  obferved  a  great  deal  of  linen  fheeting,  manir* 
fadured  in  this  parifh ;  it  lay  about  on  the  grounds^ 
to  bleach.  The  women,  it  feems,  of  each  family^ 
whenever  they  have  any  leifure,  fpin  the  yarn  out  of 
flax  they  themielves  raife,  and  when  they  have 
eight  or  ten  pounds  of  yarn,  they  fsnd  it  to  a  public 
weaver,  who  returns  it  to  them,  wove  into  cloth. 
Soap  they  make  of  kitchen  greafe  and  afhes,  for 
domeftic  ufe  ;  and  raifing  all  commodities  and  pro- 
vifions  around  them,  they  are  fo  happy  as  to  have 
very  little  ufe  for  money.  There  is  one  or  two 
packs  of  dogs  kept  in  this  ifland ;  a  pack  of  fox 
hounds  hunts  twice  a  week,  at  Jamaica,  during  the 
feafon, 

I  now  mounted  the  coachee  once  more,  with  my 
two  Frenchmen,  and  found  I  was  going  to  Jamaica, 
the  chief  town  of  the  ifland.  Good  roadh,  and 
cherry  trees,  loaded  with  fruit,  almoil  all  the  way. 
We  gathered  them  in  plenty,  without  flopping  the 
carriage.  They  are  not  fweet,  as  ours,  but  very 
palatable  and  cooling,  the  weather  being  at  this 
time,  very  hot.  The  country  very  flat,  fcarce  a 
rifmg  to  be  feen,  till  you  meet  the  ridge  which 
K  4  pafl'es 
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paffes  through  the  middle  of  the  ifland,  near  Ja- 
maica. It  is  but  a  fmall  fcattered  village,  no  two- 
houfes  join.  There  was  a  large  market-houfe,  and 
feveral  fhops,  like  our  country  ones,  in  England, 
that  fell  every  thing.  Willing  to  bring  away  fome- 
thing,  I  purchafed  at  a  Ihop,  a  neat  little  work 
hafket,  made  by  the  Montaick  Indians,  of  that 
neighbourhood,  a  very  quiet  harmlefs  people,  the 
Aborigines  of  the  ifland,  who  live  in  the  adjoining 
woods. 

We  bad  a  very  poor  dinner  at  this  place.  After 
waiting  two  hours,  there  came  in  a  breafl  of  veal,  as 
red  as  bacon>  potatoes  fweet  and  waxy,  that  I  could 
not  touch  them  :  at  lall  I  got  a  good  cucumber,  and 
bread  and  cheefe,.  of  which  I  made  a  tolerable  din- 
ner. We  had  Port  and  Madeira,  but  they  weipc 
both  fo  bad,  that  I  was  obliged  to  mix  them  with 
water,  to  make  them  palatable.  We  hadfome  good 
bottled  porter,  from  New  York,  The  landlord, 
however,  underftood  how  to  charge,  for  we  paid 
five  fhillings  and  fixpence  a-piece,  at  which  our 
two  Frenchmen  uttered  "  Morbleau,"  and  fliock 
their  heads. 

After  drinking  "  The  Prefident/*  which  is  al- 
ways the  firll  health,  in  America,  and  then  King 
George,"  I  requefted  they  would  fing  me  fome  civic 
fongs.  I  fhall  never  forget  the  animation  with 
which  they  fang  the  Mar/eilkis  Hymn.  They  rofe 
/  from 
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from  their  feats  with  fuch  agitation,  and  ufed  fuch 
gefture  with  their  enthufiafm,  while  I  fat  fmoking  a 
pipe  very  cooly,  that  I  laid  it  down,  preparing  my- 
felf  for  either  peace  or  war.  They  were  two  to  one, 
but  I  was  not  in  much  fear  of  them,  (agreeable  to 
fentiment  of  mod  Englifhmen)  although  fo  far 
diftant  from  all  aid.  We  had  next  the  Carmagnole, 
then  Viellons  au  Salut  de  PEmpire,  and  many  others. 
But  our  Frenchmen  began^  at  laft,  to  be  too  noify, 
to  be  any  ways  tolerable ;  fo  I  quitted  them,  about 
fix  o'clock,  and  hired  the  coachee  to  take  me  back 
to  Brooklyn,  for  which  I  agreed  to  give  our  cha^ 
rioteer  half  a  dollar,  and  a  good  glafs  of  brandy 
and  water,  at  the  half-way  houfe.  When  we  were 
come  three  parts  of  the  way  to  the  crofs  roads,  one 
of  which  leads  to  Flat  Bulh,  where  he  lived,  hav- 
ing had  both  money  and  beverage,  he  refufed  to  take 
me  any  further,  and  faid  he  muft  now  return  home : 
I  told  him  I  fhould  iniift  on  his  fulfilling  his  agree- 
ment, and  that  if  he  dared  to  take  me  one  ftep  out 
of  the  road,  I  would  fummon  him  before  the  next 
Juftice  of  the  Peace,  to  anfwer  for  it.  Upon  which, 
feeing  me  refolute^  he  at  once  became  all  obedience: 
the  carriage,  however,  broke  down,  within  a  mile 
of  Brooklyn,  and  flepping  out,  I  had  a  very  pleafant 
walk  to  the  ferry,  and  reached  New  York  about 
eight  in  the  evening, 

I  remarked  that  T  never  faw  one  mufketoe  while 
in  the  ifland,  although  they  were  fo  very  troublefome 
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to  me,  lafl  week,  on  the  other  fide  of  North  River, 
This  is  owing  to  the  wind  being  north,  which  keeps 
them  on  the  Jerfey  fhore ;  had  the  wind  been  fouth- 
ward  or  weft,  we  fhould  have  had  multitudes  of 
them. 

I  had  taken  with  me  an  introduftion,  to  call  on 
Captain  GifFard,  of  Flat  Bufn,  but  I  did  not  find 
him  at  home :  he  was,  it  feems,  employed  doing 
llatute  labour  on  the  road.  It  is  liberty  and  equa- 
lity, in  this  ifland :  the  laws  order  that  every  man, 
without  diftin6lion,  muft  give  a  day's  labour,  in 
turn,  upon  the  high  roads.  I  faw  well  dreffed 
gentlemen  at  work,  (hovelling  dirt,  with  the  com- 
moneft  people.  By  this  means  they  have  very  good 
roads,  at  little  coft ;  turnpikes  being  not  fo  much  as 
known  there,  or  in  any  part  of  America,  except 
very  lately,  on  the  road  between  Philadelphia  and 
Lancafter,  to  which,  though  a  great  outcry  was 
raifed  againft  it,  by  the  thrifty  Germans  frequenting 
Philadelphia  market,  they  are  now  very  well  re- 
conciled. They  find,  by  experience,  that  they  can 
carry  more  goods  to  market,  with  the  fame  number 
of  horfes,  and  do  their  bufinefs  in  lefs  time,  which 
amply  reimburfes  them  what  they  pay  to  the  turn- 
pike. The  roads,  to  be  fure,  round  Philadelphia, 
were  fo  Ihockingly  bad,  being  a  foft  miry  clay,  that 
they  appeared  to  me  almoft  impalTable. 

'June  22.    This  morning  I  went  to  the  Proteftant 

Epifcopal 


UNITED  STATES. 


Eplfcopal  Church  of  St.  Paul;  a  modern  hand- 
feme  edifice.  The  entrance  is  by  a  portico,  in  the 
form  of  a  dome,  which  gives  it  a  grand  appearance. 
The  old  church  and  houfes  in  this  part  of  Broadway 
were  burnt  down  while  New  York  was  occupied  by 
Sir  William  Howe  and  the  Britilh  troops.  Dr. 
Prevooft,  the  Bifhop,  gave  as  an  excellent  difcourfe 
on  benevolence,  but  ic  was  ill  deliveredr  The  com- 
munion table,  1  obferved,  was  placed  in  the  eaft, 
but  in  Trinity  Church  it  is  in  the  weft,  purpofely  to 
prevent  any  faperftitious  notions  about  it„ 

The  difcipline  of  the  United  States,  of  the  Prefby- 
t€rian  denomination,  is  very  fimilar  to  the  Kirk  of 
Scotland ;  (except  in  New  England,  where  they  are 
Congregationalifts,  that  is,  individual  to  themfelves, 
and  unconnedled  with  any  other  churches  or  fynods.) 
So  tenacious  are  they  of  their  fyftem,  which  is  ftridl 
Calvinifm,  that  in  their  fynods,  laws  have  been  made 
repeatedly,  to  prevent  foreigners  becoming  minifters 
in  any  of  their  focieties,  before  they  have  given 
fatisfadory  proof  that  their  Creed  is  Calvinifm. 
This  is  the  reafon  why  Dr.  Prieftley  was  not  aflced 
on  his  arrival,  to  preach  in  either  of  their  churches 
at  New  York  or  Philadelphia.  Dr.  P.  has,  how- 
ever, fince  preached  a  feries  of  difcourfes  at  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  Evidences  of  Chriftianity,  to  very 
full  cong^regations;  and  a  Sermon  on  the  opening 
of  the  Univerfaiift  Church,  at  which,  almoll  every 
Member  of  Congrefs  attended, 
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I  candidly  confefs,  for  my  own  part,  that  I  think 
the  Epifcopal  Churches  of  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia, far  more  liberal  than  thofe  of  any  other  per- 
fuafion.  They  entirely  leave  out  the  Athanafian, 
and  all  other  Creeds,  except  the  Nicene ;  nor  do 
they  turn  to  the  Eaft  or  any  particular  part  of  the 
church  when  they  rehearfe  their  Belief,  nor  repeat 
the  Paternofter  fo  many  times  as  our's  do.  They 
do  not  require  fubfcription  to  the  Thirty-nine  Ar- 
ticles ;  nor  does  the  prieft  rife  after  confelTion,  to 
pronounce  abfolution,  but  continues  on  his  knees 
with  his  fellow  worlhippers,  imploring  abfolution 
likewife  for  himfelf.  At  the  regulation  of  their  fer- 
vice,  after  their  feparation  from  England,  it  was 
propofed  to  leave  out  all  controverfial  fubje6ls  as 
much  as  poflible ;  and  the  prefervation  of  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Trinity  was  carried,  I  am  told,  by  only 
a  fmall  majority  of  voices.  There  is  a  variety  of  re- 
ligious fe£ls  amongft  them,  of  which  no  one  is  coun- 
tenanced by  the  government  more  than  another.  Pref- 
byterian,  Epifcopalian,  Baptift,  Anabaptift,  Metho- 
dift,  Univerfalift,  Lutheran,  Roman  Catholic,  Arian, 
Socinian,  Quaker,  Shaking  Quaker,  Jew,  Free- 
thinker, Unbeliever,  &c.  Yet  no  bitternefs,  or  party 
fpirit  is  ever  known  between  them,  as  each  is  fuppofed 
to  oiFer  his  prayers  to  God  in  the  way  moll  fatisfadlory 
to  his  own  confcience.  If  any  one  of  them  was  efla* 
blilhed  by  government,  in  preference  to  the  reft,  it 
would  foon  domineer  over  the  others. 
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Whoever  has  a  vacant  day  and  fine  weather, 
while  at  New  York,  let  them  go  to  Haarlem,  eleven 
miles  diftant.  There  is  a  pleafant  tavern  on  an  emi- 
nence near  the  church ;  a  branch  of  the  fea,  or 
Eaftern  River,  runs  clofe  beneath  you,  where  you 
may  have  excellent  fifliing.  On  the  oppofite  fide, 
are  two  pleafant  houfes,  belonging  to  Colonel  Mor- 
ris, and  a  Captain  Lambert,  an  Englilh  gentleman, 
who  retired  hither  after  the  war.  Mr.  Marriner, 
the  landlord,  is  a  very  intelligent,  well-educated 
man ;  I  fifhed  with  him  for  an  hour,  and  received 
a  great  deal  of  pleafure  from  his  converfation. 
During  the  war,  his  houfe  was  frequently  reforted 
to  by  General  Walhington,  for  intelligence,  as  well  as 
by  officers  from  both  armies  ;  and  he  will  give  you, 
if  you  have  patience  to  hear  him,  a  long  account  of 
the  tranfadlions  of  thofe  times.  He  prelTed  me  very 
much  to  ftay  at  his  houfe  for  a  week,  and  1  Ihould 

pay  what  I  pleafed.    On  our  return,  Mr.  L  and 

myfelf  drank  tea  and  coffee  at  Brannon's  Tea  Gar- 
dens»  Here  was  a  good  green-houfe,  with  orange 
and  lemon  trees,  a  great  quantity  of  geraniums, 
aloes,  and  other  curious  Ihrubs  and  plants ;  he  is  a 
Northamptonlhire  man,  and  a  great  Ariftocrat. 
Iced  creams  and  iced  liquors  are  much  drank  here 
during  the  hot  weather,  by  parties  from  New  York. 

Mrs.  Maitland  told  me,  that  during  laft  winter, 
flie  ufed  no  other  coal  in  the  houfe,  than  what  came 
from  Virginia ;  that  it  was  equal  in  quality  nearly  to 

the 
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the  fhip  coal,  which  Ihe  had  before  ufed,  from  Li- 
verpool, which  is  mofl  generally  ufed  in  New  York 
and  the  Northern  ftates.  It  burns,  however,  to  a 
reddilh  dull,  like  the  Mendip  coal. 

No  brocoli  raifed  in  America ;  the  foil  is  fo  ftrong, 
it  runs  quickly  to  feed  ;  the  cauiiiflower  is  but  very 
indifferent ;  i-either  will  the  goofeberry  tree  flourifli 
well,  (in  the  neighbourhood  of  New  York,  at  leaft) 
as  it  likes  a  clay  foil,  and  there  they  are  ail  upon  the 
fand. 

There  are  many  words  the  Americans  ufe  which 
we  do  not,  lengthy  for  long,  extinguijhment  for  ex- 
tindion,  and  advocated  \  the  vulgar  Americans  pro- 
nounce  the  word  fortune  as  fortn* 

'June  23.  I  dined  with  James  Rivington,  the  book- 
feller,  formerly  of  St.  Paul's  Church-yard;  he  is 
Hill  a  chearful  old  man,  and  enquired  of  me  for  Mr# 
Collins,  and  Mr.  Eafton,  and  many  of  his  quondam 
acquaintances  in  England.  During  the  time  the 
Britilh  kept  polTeirion  of  New  York,  he  printed  a 
newfpaper  for  them,  and  opened  a  kind  of  cofFee- 
houfe  for  the  officers ;  his  houfe  was  the  great  place 
©f  refort ;  he  made  a  great  deal  of  money  during 
that  period,  though  many  of  the  officers  quitted  it 
confiderably  in  arrears  to  him.    In  the  evening  at 

fix  o'clock,  Mr.  G.  L  and  myfelf  fet  out,  in  an 

Elizabeth  Town  boat,  with  Mr.  Addington,  for 

Spring- 
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Springfield,  in  new  Jerfey,  to  fee  his  prlnting-callico 
cftablifhment.  . 

To  Elizabeth  Point,  is  about  twelve  miles ;  we 
paid  one  fhilling  and  fixpence  each  for  our  palTage, 
(tenpence  halfpenny  fterling)  and  paffing  along  un- 
der Staten  Ifland,  we  landed  there,  at  Judge  Ryars's, 
to  take  in  two  horfes  belonging  to  Mr,  Addington, 
and,  after  a  moft  pleafant  fail  of  three  hours,  we 
reached  the  Point. 

While  paffing  by  Staten  Ifland,  our  nofes  were 
fuddenly  affailed  with  a  moft  difagreeable  flench^ 
and  before  I  could  fpeak  of  it,  the  people  on  board 
cried  out,  "  A  Skunk it  feems  this  nafty  animal 
may  be  fmelt  at  a  mile  diflance,  if  the  wind  fets 
that  way,  which  was  the  cafe  at  prefent :  it  is  about 
the  fize  of  a  pole  cat,  very  flow  in  its  motions  ;  Na- 
ture, has  therefore,  given  it  a  defence  of  a  peculiar 
kind. 

We  flept  this  night  at  the  tavern  at  the  Point, 
and  next  morning  we  walked  two  miles  to  Elizabeth 
Town  to  breakfafl.  Here  1  got  a  one-horfe  chair, 
and  drove  myfelf  to  Springfield.  This  place  was 
burnt  down  during  the  late  war ;  yet  Mr.  Adding- 
ton  holds  Arifcocratic  principles,  which  renders  the 
people  there  lefs  friendly  and  fociable  to  him  than  if 
otherwife.  In  this  village  there  are  plenty  of  ri- 
vulets of  quick  running  water*    I  counted  four 

mills 
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mills  wkhln  the  fpace  of  half  a  mile— for  a  paper 
manufadory,  for  boring  and  fawing  timber,  for 
making  lintfeed  oil  and  paint,  and  for  turning  card* 
ing  engines.  The  latter  I  went  to  fee ;  it  is  con-- 
daded  by  a  Mr.  Dewhorft,  from  Manchefter,  and 
is  both  for  cotten  and  woollen ;  fome  good  work- 
Ihops  were  juft  finilhed  building.  One  fm all  card- 
ing engine  appears  nearly  worn  out,  and  another 
was  juft  finifhing  of  very  compleat  good  workman- 
ihip,  with  iron  arches,  and  the  cards  of  excellent 
workmanftiip,  and  well  put  on.  I  faw  an  eighty- 
four  fpindled  jenny,  and  four  other  fmaller  ones* 
His  mill-wheel  is  twenty-two  feet  diameter,  and 
never  any  want  of  water  in  the  dtiell  feafon*  He 
had  a  large  parcel  of  linen-yarn,  of  very  good  qua* 
lity;  the  flax  coft  him  tenpence  per  pound,  cur- 
rency, and  the  fpinning,  twenty-one  pence,  drawn 
about  nineteen  fkeins  to  the  pound  ;  in  all  about  one 
ihilling  and  iixpence  per  pound  ilerling.  His  weav- 
ing fhop  in  the  lowell  ftory,  contained  eight  looms. 
A  good  workman  there  experts  to  earn  a  dollar  a 
day  or  more,  but  fome  are  to  be  had  at  half  the 
price.  Plenty  of  Emigrant  workmen  from  our  three 
kingdoms  continually  pafs  along  and  afk  for  work. 
There  is  a  fifih  mill  a  little  further  on,  in  the  occu* 
pation  of  Mr.  Tyler,  a  native  of  the  village.  He  is 
a  clothier,  i,  e.  one  who  mills  and  drefies  the  home- 
fpun  cloth  for  the  neighbourhood.  He  has  two 
prefTes,  (very  poor  ones)  and  two  pair  of  Iheers. 
He  is  fo  ingenious  as  to  dye  almoft  every  colour  him-. 

felf 
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felf  from  roots,  leaves,  and  the  barks  of  trees  which 
grow  in  his  neighbourhood : — good  yellows  from 
the  black  oak  bark,^  which  is  the  quercitron  for 
which  Dr.  Bancroft  procured  a  patent,  and  fold  at 
an  enormous  price  in  England-  The  fame  colour 
he  alfo  procures  from  the  hiccory  bark  and  the  bar- 
bary  root ;  claret  browns  he  dyes  from  the  white 
oak  bark,  filled  up  with  fanders ;  good  grafs  greens, 
with  the  leaves  of  peach  trees,  fixed  with  alom ;  he 
alfo  dyed  very  good  cinnamons  and  browns,  from  the 
bark  of  the  butternut  tree,  by  mere  cold  infulion ; 
fumach,  of  very  good  quality,  grows  wild,  and  is 
had  for  nothing ;  the  apple  tree  bark  dyes  alfo  a 
good  yellow.  This  is  a  favorable  fituation  for  efta- 
blilhing  manufacture ;  there  is  good  water  carriage 
by  Pofaick  River,  within  five  miles  of  the  place, 
to  New  York.  Provifions  are  exceeding  cheap  5 
butcher's  meat,  from  twopence  to  threepence  half- 
peny  fterling  per  pound.  A  navigable  canal  might 
in  fome  future  time  be  eafily  made  into  the  middle 
of  the  town.  In  walking  acrofs  a  field,  with  Mr- 
Dewhorfl,  I  met  with  a  little  tortoife  travelling  acrofs 
the  footpath  jufl  before  me ;  it  was  the  firll  1  had 
ever  feen;  I  put  the  little  gentleman  into  my  pocket, 
and  brought  him  alive  to  England.  In  a  field  be- 
hind Tyler's  houfe,  I  faw  fome  very  good  teizels 
growing.  I  dined  here  at  Mr.  Addington's,  who 
has  a  confiderable  bufinefs  in  printing  callicoes, 
jnuflins,  and  linens,  and  an  excellent  bleaching 
ground;  but  it  is  as  yet  quite  an  infant  undertake 
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ing,  and  will  hardly  fucceed  for  want  of  a  larger 
command  of  capital.  The  difficulty  of  making  re- 
turns of  money,  will  for  many  years  operate  againll 
eflablifliing  fuch  concerns.  1  drank  fome  fpruce 
beer,  the  firfl  I  had  ever  tailed ;  it  is  the  common 
drink  here ;  they  make  it  from  the  tops  and  green 
cones  of  the  fpruce  fir  trees,  fermented  and  fweet* 
ened  with  molalTes ;  it  is  an  excellent  anti-fcorbutic» 
At  four  o'clock,  we  returned  to  Elizabeth  Town 
Point,  where  a  boat  was  jufl  putting  off  for  New 
York.  We  v/ere  now  fadly  peftered  with  the  muf- 
ketoes.  At  Staten  Ifiand  we  were  joined  by  two 
other  velTeis.  As  we  approach  New  York,  it  forms 
a  beautiful  objed  rifing  from  the  waters.  We  now 
pafs  through  a  fleet  of  French  frigates,  jull  dropping 
their  anchor's  below  Governor's  ifland. 

Orders  were  lately  iflued  by  Governor  Clinton^ 
(on  account  of  the  appearances  of  a  war  with  En- 
gland) that  no  veiTels  of  force  of  any  foreign  na- 
tion fliould  come  into  this  port,  but  in  future  drop 
their  anchors  a  mile  at  leaft  without  Governor's 
Ifland. 

yune  29.  I  made  another  excurfion  into  Long 
Ifland,  with  a  gentleman  of  New  York;  we  crofled 
at  nine  in  the  morning,  at  Brooklyn  Ferry,  with  our 
horfes,  and  rode  through  Flat  Bufli  to  Gravefend, 
near  the  Narrows,  where  there  is  a  beautiful  view 
of  the  fea  and  all  the  fliipping  entering  the  harbour. 

A  Mr.. 
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A  Mr.  Bailey,  of  New  York,  has  jiill  built  a  verjr 
handfome  tea-drinking  pleafure  houle,  to  accom- 
modate parties  who  come  hither  from  all  the  neigh- 
bouring ports ;  he  intends  alfo  to  have  bathing  ma- 
chines, and  feveral  fpecies  of  entertainment.  It 
feems  parties  are  made  here  from  thirty  or  forty 
miles  diflance,  in  the  fummertime.  At  Gravefend 
I  went  to  church,  but  the  f^rvice  being  in  Dutch,  I 
was  very  little  the  better  for  it ;  the  Unging  was  the 
oddeft  I  ever  heard,  without  the  leaft  harmony  in  it. 
The  day  was  fo  clofe  and  hot,  we  were  forced  to 
remain  there  till  the  evening.  On  our  return  to 
Brooklyn  Ferry,  about  fix  o'clock,  we  could  get  no 
pafTage  for  two  hours.  So  much  company  refort  to 
this  pleafant  ifland  on  each  line  Sunday,  from  New 
York  and  other  places,  as  to  keep  four  large  ferry 
boats,  holding  twenty  perfons  each,  in  conftant  em- 
ploy. Between  three  and  four  thoufand  perfons  had 
paffed  over  that  day. 

I  attended  a  fale  of  fome  military  lands  (by  auc- 
tion at  the  Tontine  Coffee  Houfe)  fituated  in  the 
north  part  of  New  York  State.  Twenty- five  acres 
in  the  townfiiip  of  Cato,  were  fold  at  two  fhillings 
and  eightpence  currency  per  acre ;  (one  fhilling 
and  fixpence  fterling)  five  hundred  in  Pompey,  at 
five  Hiillings  and  one  penny  (two  Ihillings  and  ten- 
pence  ilerling ;)  nine  hundred  in  Tully  and  Han- 
nibal, at  three  fhillings  and  eightpence  (two  fhillings 
and  one  penny ;)  fourteen  hundred  in  Hedlor  and 

Dryden, 
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Dryden,  at  three  fhilHngs  and  eigktpence  (two  fhil- 
Kngs  and  one  penny,) 

Same  day,  in  Loudon's  (the  bookfeller)  fhop  I 
met  with  the  Reverend  John  Hurt,  a  clergyman, 
from  Kentucky,  where  he  had  lived  maiiy  years  in 
the  town  of  Lexington,  He  has  travelled  through 
Virginia,  Penfylvania,  and  moll  parts  of  America. 
No  country  for  making  a  fortune  like  Kentucky. 
He  named  three  men  who  began  with  lefs  than  two 
hundred  pounds  a-piece,  in  his  memory,  and  are 
now  worth  thirty  thoufand  pounds  llerling,  only  ftore^ 
keepers,^ 

He  fays  there  is  much  want  of  judgment  in  pur- 
chafing  lands :  there  are  at  this  time  lands  even  ift 
Kentucky,  not  worth  a  pinch  of  fnufF  an  acre,  and 
others  that  would  be  cheap  at  twenty.or  thirty  IhiU 
lings  an  acre.  The  next  land  to  it  in  point  of  ex- 
cellence, he  fays,  is  about  Harrifburgh,-on  to  Win- 
chefter  and  Hagar's  Town,  and  the  reit  of  the 
Shenandoah  valley.  He  thinks  lands  are  not  eligi- 
ble more  than  forty-two  or  forty-three  degrees  of 
North  latitude  in  the  back  country*  He  has  often 
been  to  the  new  federal  city  of  Walhington  ;  has  no 
doubt  it  muft  be  very  coniiderable  in  a  few  years,., 
if  the  government  is  not  overturned,  for  nothing 
fefs  can  prevent  it.  Mercantile  men  will  princi- 
pally fettle  in  the  fouth-eall  corner  on  Eail  River. 
The  navigation  there  is  deep,  (thirty-fix  fathom.) 

an(^ 
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ar^d  always  free  from  the  interruption  of  ice  through- 
out the  winter.  The  government  will  make  it  a 
principal  obtjed  to  improve  this  place,  and  all  its 
regulations  refpeding  its  future  grandeur  are  already 
planned,  fuitable  to  a  great  and  growing  empire. 
A  diftrid  of  ten  miles  fquare  around  it,  wa  granted 
by  Congrefs,  and  appropriated  for  the  permanent 
feat  of  the  government  of  the  United  States.  It 
was  alfo  ratified  and  paiTed  into  a  law,  (Seftion  the 
fixth)  that  on  the  firft  Monday  in  December,  1800, 
the  feat  of  government  fliall  be  transferred  to  the 
diftrid  and  place  aforefaid.  This  dillrid  of  teii 
miles  fquare  includes  the  River  Potomac,  five  milej 
above  and  five  miles  below  the  city  nearly ;  and  ex- 
tends into  the  Hate  of  Virginia,  three  miles  over  the 
river. 

The  whole  area  of  the  city  confifts  of  upwards 'of 
four  thoufand  acres.  The  ground  is  on  an  average 
forty  feet  higher  than  the  water  of  the  river,  and 
yet  a  ilream  of  frefli  water  called  Watt's  Branchy, 
may  be  brought  within  half  a  mile  of  the  city,  at 
the  height  of  forty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  city 
itfelf,  which  will  be  very  convenient  for  all  water- 
works and  manufactures,  &c.  Many  houfes  are  al* 
ready  built,  and  a  very  handfome  hotel,  which  coft 
in  the  eredion  more  than  thirty  thoufand  dollars 
(fix  thoufand feven  hundred  pounds  flerling.)  It  is 
iiow  apportioned  into  one  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
thirty-fix  lots,  for  buildingj,  (which  are  for  fale.) 

£ach. 
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Each  lot  contains  ground  for  building  three  or  four 
houfes,  according  to  general  rules  to  be  obferved 
for  making  them  uniform.  The  deepeft  lots  are 
two  hundred  and  feventy  feet,  by  feventy,  fronting 
the  ftreet.  A  fquare  has  from  twenty  to  thirty  lots 
in  it.  The  value  of  each  lot  is  from  forty  pounds 
to  two  hundred  pounds  Iterling, 

There  is  to  be  a  national  Univerfity  eredled  there, 
as  well  as  the  Mint,  Pay  Office,  Treafury,  Supreme 
Courts  of  Juftice,  Refidences  for  the  AmbafTadors  ; 
in  ftiort,  all  the  Public  Offices.  The  city  is  to  be 
built  after  a  plan  laid  down  for  every  ftreet,  of  a 
line  white  flone  found  in  the  neighbourhood,  equal 
to  Portland.  Each  houfe  is  to  be  forty  feet  from 
the  ground  to  the  roof,  in  all  the  principal  llreets, 
which  are  to  be  from  feventy  to  one  hundred  feet 
wide.  The  £rft  ftreet  was  formed  upon  an  exadl 
aneridian  line,  drawn  for  the  purpofe,  by  a  Mr.  El- 
licot,  which  pafies  through  the  Capitol>  the  feat  of 
the  legifiature,  on  an  eminence,  from  whence  the 
ilreets  diverge  into  radii  in  every  direction.  It  has, 
therefore,  the  full  command  of  every  quarter  of  the 
city.  From  it  you  can  fee  every  veflel  that  comes 
in  or  goes  out  of  the  harbour,  and  every  carriage  or 
horfeman  that  enters  the  city  by  the  bridge.  One 
of  the  ftreets  (Penfylvania)  is  marked  out  to  be  four 
miles  long. 

The  prefident^s  houfe  will  alfo  ftand  on  a  rifing 

ground. 
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^Touiid,  poffefling  a  delightful  water  profped,  to* 
gether  with  a  commanding  view  of  the  Capitol,  and 
the  moil  material  parts  of  the  city,  being  likewife 
the  centre  of  other  radiate  ftreets.  All  the  grand 
avenues  and  fome  ftreets  which  lead  immediately  to 
public  places^  are  from  one  hundred  and  thirty  to 
one  hundred  and  fixty  feet  wide ;  this  is  to  admit 
room  for  a  walk,  planted  with  trees  on  each  fide, 
and  a  paved  way  for  carriages.  Every  llreet  is 
laid  down  according  to  adlual  meafurement,  go- 
verned by  the  firft  meridian  line.  CommilTioners 
are  appointed  to  fee  all  thefe  regulations  carried 
into  execution.  The  queliion  fiill  with  me  is,  whe- 
ther the  fcheme  is  not  too  magnificent  for  the  pre- 
fent  flate  of  things^ 

The  original  projedor  of  this  city,  was  the  Great 
Wafliington  himfelf !  Early  in  life,  he  contemplated 
the  opening  of  this  river  from  the  tide  water,  (with* 
an  three  miles  of  this  city)  up  to  nearly  its  fource« 
His  public  employments  in  the  part  of  the  country- 
through  which  the  Potomack  and  its  branches  run, 
had  given  him  a  more  complete  knowledge  of  this 
xiver,  than  almoft  any  other  man  poffefTed,  at  that 
time ;  and  his  mind  was  ftrongly  imprefTed  with  its 
future  importance ;  but  the  period  for  undertaking 
a  work  of  fuch  magnitude,  had  not  yet  arrived. 
The  country  as  yet  was  but  thinly  inhabited,  and 
canals  and  locks  but  little  underllood  in  America. 
Ceneral  Waihington*  however^  kept  this  objeft  al- 
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ways  in  view,  waiting  until  time  and  circumftances 
Ihould  enable  him  to  bring  it  forward,  with  a  prof- 
pe6l  of  fuccefs. 

In  the  year  17B4,  a  Company  was  formed,  for 
the  purpofe  of  clearing  and  opening  the  navigation 
of  this  river,  A  capital  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds 
was  required  for  this  work,  which  was  to  be  re- 
paid by  the  tolls  arifing  from  the  navigation  of 
the  river,  and  it  has  already  anfwered  the  purpofes 
for  which  it  was  inftituted,  the  one  hundred  pounds 
ihares  now  felling  at  a  vaft  advance. 

The  reafon  why  a  fituation  on  the  Potomack 
River  is  more  eligible  than  any  other  for  a  federal 
city,  is,  that  this  river  runs  more  diredly  eaft  and 
weft,  than  any  river  befides,  by  which  means  it  will 
conne<5l  the  back  country  with  the  Atlantic  flates, 
and  preferve  their  federal  union.  In  point  of  trade 
alfo,  it  will  unite  them  by  intereft ;  as  by  a  navigable 
cut,  of  only  feventeen  miles  from  Savage  River,  (  a 
branch  of  the  Potomack)  to  the  Youghiogany, 
which  runs  into  the  Ohio,  a  complete  navigation 
can  be  aiFe£led  from  Kentucky  acrofs  the  country, 
clear  to  the  Chefeapeak.*    This  will  confolidate 

the 

*  Tlie  buildings  and  works  at  the  Federal  City,  are,  J  un« 
derftand,  at  this  tim^  (1796)  almoft  at  a  ftand.  The  profpefl  of 
a  rupture  with  this  country,  and  other  important  affairs  of  the 
States  have  occailoned  this  to  he  negle^ed,  but  there  is  no  doubt 
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the  ftrength  and  union  of  the  government,  more 
than  can  be  at  firft  conceived.  The  opening  of  the 
Mifliflippi  would  otherwife  have  taken  Kentucky 
and  Cumberland  off  from  the  union. 

From  the  MiflilTippi,  direft  eafl  to  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  is  about  feven  hundred  and  fifty  miles ;  of 
this,  the  federal  city  is  one  third  diftance,  or  two 
hundred  and  fifty  miles.  Mr.  Maddifon  fuppofes 
the  centre  of  population  will  proceed  in  a  fouth-weft 
diredion. 

From  the  federal  city,  weftward  to  Pittfburgh,  by 
land^  is  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  through 
Hagar's  Town,  which  is  fixty.  The  inland  naviga- 
tion of  the  Potomack,  is  ufed  twenty-four  miles 
above  Cumberland,  a  country  abounding  in  coal. 
From  the  mouth  of  Savage  River,  to  Dunkard's 
Bottom,  or  Cheat  River,  a  branch  of  the  Monanga- 
hela,  (which  runs  alfo  into  the  Ohio)  is  thirty-fevea 
miles,  after  which  it  is  navigable  to  the  Ohio,  but 

they  will  be  refumed,  and  the  intended  plan  perfedted.  An  a£t 
of  the  legiflature  has  fixed  the  time  for  its  removal  thither  , 
and  if  the  works  do  not  proceed  faft  enough,  the  Government 
will  then  take  care  to  offer  fuck  premiums  and  advantages  to 
the  Public,  as  foon  to  fill  it  with  native  inhabitants.  The 
Connedlicut  people,  good  as  their  fituation  is,  will  tranfplant 
themfelves  by  hundreds  to  Kentucky,  or  any  other  back  landSf 
wherever  they  find  they  can  fooner  increafe  their  fortunes. 
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this  land  carriage  of  thirty-fev€n  miles,  may  be  tc- 
duced  to  feventeen  miles,  at  a  fmall  expence. 

Produce  and  goods  from  the  Ohio,  can  even  t\ow 
(by  a  land  carriage  of  forty  miles)  be  fent  cheaper 
to  Alexandria,  than  Englilh  goods  can  be  delivered 
from  Northampton  to  London* 

The  fettlers  on  the  Ohio  and  Mifliffippi,  will 
doubtlefs,  carry  their  heavy  produce  down  thofe 
rivers,  fouthward,  to  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  but 
their  returns  will  be  moll  naturally  through  the  Po- 
tomack,  as  they  cannot  afcend  the  weflern  waters* 
without  great  expence  and  lofs  of  time  :  the  current 
is  fo  rapid,  that  a  fharp-pointed  boat,  with  fix  oars, 
can  fcarcely  afcend  fifteen  miles  a  day^ 

What  appears  of  ftill  greater  moment,  is,  that  the 
fur  and  peltry  trade  of  the  great  lakes,  may  be 
brought  to  the  city  of  Waftiington,  through  the  Po- 
tomack,  four  hundred  miles  nearer  than  to  any 
other  (hipping  port,  it  has  ever  been  carried  to 
heretofore. 

Coal,  flate,  marble,  freeftone,  and  limefione,  in 
abundance,  are  all  found  on  the  very  banks  of  this 
sioble  river. 

All  thefe  circumflances  clearly  mark  its  road  to 
future  greatnefs ;  but  yet  for  many  year^  to  come, 

it 
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h  will  like  many  others  of  their  large  undertakings, 
be  a  body  without  a  foul.  Many  of  their  fchemes, 
I  obferve,  are  highly  fpeculative,  and  not  the  refult 
of  that  neceflity  which  gives  ftrength  and  energy  to 
our  plans  in  Europe. 

This  was  the  fentiment  that  generally  flruck  me 
moft  forcibly,  as  I  travelled  through  the  ftates — th^ 
appearance  e^ery  <where  of  a  'vajl  outline ,  ^itb  much  t$ 
Jill  up. 


Further  Obfervations  on  the  City  of  New  York. 

It  is  a  clean,  healthy  town,  the  ftreets  pitched 
with  pebbles,  and  the  foot-way  paved  and  raifed  as 
in  our  principal  towns;  in  fome  places  with  broad 
ftone,  in  others  with  brick  only  with  a  wooden  curb 
or  boundary. 

The  foil  is  very  fandy,  and  foon  burnt  up  by  the 
fun ;  it  would  take  rain  almoft  every  other  day. 
The  water  is  very  bad  to  drink,  except  at  one  pump, 
in  Queen-flreet,  which  is  called  the  tea-water  pump  ; 
and  another  at  Mrs.  Loring's,  near  the  Battery* 
Being  a  water  drinker,  1  tried  a  great  many  pumps 
before  I  found  this  out,  and  fufFered  fometimes 
ficknefs,  with  very  fevere  pains  in  the  bowels,  from 
its  bad  (juality. 

La  In 
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In  refpe^l  to  their  buildings,  I  date  a  new  sera 
•from  their  acceptance  of  the  federal  conftitution. 
Then  they  began  to  feel  themfelves  united  as  a 
!liation,  and  all  their  public  works  and  undertakings 
ieem  to  have  commenced  in  a  more  important  ftyle. 

No  copper  money  paffes  here ;  papers,  of  the  fize 
of  turnpike  tickets,  pafs  for  one  penny,  twopence, 
threepence,  and  fourpence  a-piece ;  thefe  will  not 
pafs  out  of  their  dillrid,  nor  the  copper  halfpence 
of  Connedlicut,  Vermont,  or  Maflachufets,  pafs  at 
New  York.  This  will  foon  be  rectified  -by  the  ge- 
neral ufe  of  a  copper  coin,  called  a  cent,  now  juft 
beginning  to  circulate^  coined  by  the  authority  of 
Congrefs* 

Moft  of  the  families  of  New  York  have  black  fer- 
vants.  I  fhould  fuppof*  that  nearly  one  fifth  of  the 
inhabitants  are  negroes,  mofl  of  whom  are  free^  an<J 
siiany  in  good  eafy  circumilances. 

Houfe  rent  is  very  dear :  three  hundred  pounds 
currency.,  or  one  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  flerling, 
is  a  common  rent  for  flore-keepers  and  tradefmen  to 

give*    Mr.  L  gives  two  hundred  and  twenty 

pounds  a  year  for  a  houfe  in  a  back  lireet,  but  all 
his  lates  and  taxes  of  every  kind  do  not  make  up 
fe^en  pounds  a  year. 


Of 
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Of  the  rapid  and  wonderful  increafe  of  population 
in  this  city,  I  give  the  following,  as  what  was  pub- 
licly ftated  for  fad : 

In  1790  were  in  New  York  4500  houfe-keepers»» 

1 79 1  they  encreafed  to  5800 

1792  ■  "   ■  6700 


A  friend  wrote  me  from  thence  in  December^ 
1794,  that  there  had  been  upwards  of  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  new  houfes  built  that  year,  and  yet  hardly- 
one  to  be  got,  though  the  rents  were  doubled  within 
the  laft  feven  years •  This  is  owing  to  the  great 
increafe  of  its  trade,  and  it  bids  fair  in  my  opinion^ 
to  be  the  largeft  city  in  the  union. 

They  have  a  fine  harbour,  where  there  is  ample 
room  for  all  their  fhipping ;  and  it  is  a  port  very 
convenient  for  Ihips  to  make,  at  almoft  any  point  o£ 
wind. 


1793 
1794 


770a 
nearly  8900. 
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Fe//els  entered  at  the  Port  o/Ne^vj  York  in  1794. 

Ships  -  -  159 

Snows  -  -  5 

Brigs  •  -  301 

Schooners      -  -  168 

Sloops  -  •  157 

Polacres      •  •  i 

791 

For  the  coafling  trade  1523 
Ve£iU  deand  eutw^ardu 


Ships 

173 

Snows  • 

9 

Brigs 

Schooners 

152 

Sloops  • 

Hi 

Polacres  • 

3 

Barques 

I 

694 

For  the  coafting  trade  1695 
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It  is  fo  cold  in  winter,  that  their  quickfet  hedg^cs 
are  generally  cut  ofF  in  the  courfe  of  fome  fevere 

weather. 
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weather,  efpecially  in  the  northern  dates.  The  want 
of  them  gives  a  wild  unpleafant  appearance  to  their 
fields.  1  faw  only  one  hedge  of  this  kind^  it  was 
in  my  walk  to  General  Gates'^s. 

They  have  feme  very  elegant  chariots,  coaches^r 
and  poft  chaifes.  I  faw  the  chariot  of  a  maiden  lady 
(with  a  Dutch  name)  who  lives  a  few  miles  out  of 
New  York,  'that  coll  eight  hundred  guineas.  It 
was  built  in  England  (by  Hatchet,  I  believe,)  lit 
country  places  they  are  fond  of  driving  one  horfe 
chaifes,  on  account  of  the  bye  roads. 

If  any  perfon  fufFers  his  chimney  to  catch  fire,  he 
forfeits  fix  dollars  to  the  fiate.  A  condudtor  for 
lightning  is  fixed  to  almoll  every  houfe. 

No  ftages  are  allowed  to  travel  on  Sunday. 
The  day,  however,  is  not  fo  rigidly  obferved  a» 
formerly. 

Land  was  offered  me  within  thirty  miles,  (to* 
wards  Albany  for  four  ftiillings  and  fixpence  an 
acre. 

The  legal  interefl:  of  money  in  this  ftate  Is  fix  per 
cent,  but  in  the  Jerfeys  it  is  feven  per  cent. ;  but 
any  man  who  has  the  command  of  money,  and  is 
converfant  with  bufinefs,  can  make  eight  or  ten  per 
cent. 

L4  Bills 
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Bills  of  exchange,  drawn  on  Europe,  and  there 
protefled,  carry  ten  per  cent,  intereil  from  their  dats 
in  Virginia ;  but  in  New  York,  they  bear  twenty  per 
^ent. 

All  vegetables  are  very  dear  ;  Mrs.  M  told 

me  it  cofl  her  generally  half  a  dollar  a  day  for  cab- 
bages, carrots,  and  potatoes,  and  but  a  moderate 
fized  family. 

Almoft  all  the  beer  drank  at  New  York  is  brewed 
in  London.  They  have  one  or  two  breweries  here, 
but  they  do  not  fucceed  very  well.  I  was  often  in 
company,  at  dinner,  with  a  Mr.  Leipner,  who  owns 
the  brewery  in  Greenwich-ftreet.  He  fays,  there 
is  not  barley  enough  raifed  for  home  confumption, 
that  the  prefent  price  is  from  fix  fhillings  and  fix- 
pence  to  feven  Ihillings  and  threepence  (3s.  8d.  to 
4s.  id.  fterling)  per  bulhel,  and  malt  at  eight  fhil- 
lings, (i  e.  4s.  6d.)  that  the  farmers  do  not  care 
to  cultivate  it.  They  do  not  drink  much  beer 
themfelves,  preferring  cyder  and  whilkey,  which 
they  get  without  buying. 

Were  barley  more  cultivated,  and  breweries  more 
generally  eftablilhed,  it  would  lelTen  that  general 
ufe  of  whifkey,  which  is  very  pernicious,  though 
the  univerfal  beverage  of  the  back  fettlers,  and 
Kentucky  people.  This  habit  arifes  from  the  con- 
venience with  which  every  man,  pofTefSng  a  fmall 
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ftill  and  a  little  rye,  can  produce  it  in  Jiis  own 
houfe. 

The  Government  has  feen  this  evil,  and  has  en- 
deavoured to  check  it,  by  laying  a  fmall  duty  of 
threepence  per  gallon  on  it.  This  threw  them  into 
fuch  a  ferment,  (about  the  time  I  left  New  York) 
as  to  excite  a  rebellion  in  the  back  country,  fo  that 
the  Militia  were  called  out,  and  the  Prefident  him- 
felf  obliged  to  march  at  their  head,  to  reduce  them 
to  obedience.  It  was,  however,  foon  fuppreffed 
without  any  bloodfhed. 

Of  Proviftons.  and  Hotife-keeping. 

In  New  York,  every  article  of  life  is  more  than 
doubled  in  price,  within  the  laft  three  years.  Fat 
turkeys  ufed  to  be  fold  for  twenty-pence  a  piece  cur» 
rency,  now  fell  for  three  fhiliings  and  fix-pence;, 
eggs  that  were  fold  twenty-four  for  a  fhilling  cur- 
rency, nine  will  now  fetch  a  fliilling.  I  was  afked 
ten-pence,  twelve-pence,  and  fifteen  pence  per 
pound  currency,  for  ribs  of  beef,  in  the  Fly  market. 
Butter  from  fifteen-pence  to  eighteen- pence  per 
pound,  and  not  very  good ;  has  a  tafte  of  onions. 
The  fields  are  likewife  over  run  with  crow  garlic,  . 
(allium  pratenfe)  which  they  will  not  take  the  pains 
to  weed  out,  and  which  gives  it  this  bad  flaVor. 

L  5  Yqu 
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You  cannot  board  in  any  good  boarding  houfe, 
for  lefs  than  feven  or  eight  dollars  a  week,  finding 
your  own  wine ;  yet  at  Flat  Bufh  and  Springfield 
(not  more  than  fourteen  or  eighteen  miles  diftant) 
I  could  have  taken  very  decent  lodgings  with  board, 
for  two  dollars.  New  York  is  as  healthy  and  plea- 
fant  a  place  to  live  in,  as  any  city  I  ever  faw.  The 
price  of  provifions  fluduates  here  exceedingly,  like 
Bath ;  and  perfons  who  know  how  to  take  oppor- 
tunities, may  furnilh  themfelves  very  cheap  :  after 
refufing  to  buy  at  their  high  prices,  I  was  foon 
after  alked  by  the  fame  perfons,  ^hat  m.muld  1 

Thurfdaji  June  26.  I  was  afked  the  following 
prices:  (reduced  to  fterling  money)  good  beef,  fe- 
-ven  pence  halfpenny ;  a  vaft  plenty  of  filh,  from 
twopence  to  twopence-halfpenny  per  pound ;  lob- 
flern,  twopence  per  pound ;  eels  twopence-halfpenny 
for  a  bunch  (one  pound  and  a  quarter,)  green  peas, 
fourpence  a  peck ;  cucumbers,  threepence-half- 
penny a  piece ;  fine  flavored  rafpberries,  at  four- 
pence  a  bafket,  (fize  of  thofe  in  Bath  and  London) 
live  ducks,  twenty-one  pence  a  couple;  cherries, 
twopence  per  pound ;  currants*  (none  but  red  ones) 
three-halfpence  a  pint ;  onions,  twopence -  halfpenny 
and  threepence  a  rope ;  mulberries,  three-pence  a 
pint.  Three  young  lambs,  alive,  for  eleven  iliillings 
and  fixpence,    Salmon,  though  in  great  plenty, 

they 
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they  do  not  ever  pickle,  but  fell  it  dried,  and  falted, 
in  preference,  at  fourpence-halfpenny  and  fivepence 
per  pound.  Great  plenty  of  fturgeon,  which  is 
caught  in  Hudfon's  River,  at  about  one  penny  per 
pound.  No  cauliflower  there,  nor  heads  of  brocoli; 
the  plants  run  up  to  feed  quickly,  from  the  quick- 
nefs  of  vegetation.  No  filberts  there,  only  common 
hazel  nuts,  which  they  often  call  filberts. 


The  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce''  have 
lately  recommended  the  following  in ftrudlions  to  the 
captains  and  mailers  of  all  veflels,  trading  to  fo- 
reign countries,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  So* 
ciety  for  promoting  of  x^griculture  and  uleful  Arts'* 
— a  condud  worthy  of  imitation  in  every  country. 

Firft.  Procure  a  fmall  quantity,  not  exceeding 
one  quart,  of  thofe  kinds  of  grain,  which  make  the 
principal  food  of  the  inhabitants,  and  this  even 
though  it  fhould  be  wheat,  barley,  rye,  oats,  or 
maize  ;  for  though  thofe  grains  are  common  in  this 
country,  yet  there  are  varieties  which  may  be  ex- 
tremely important,  as  was  inftanced  in  the  acci- 
dental introdudion  of  the  white  bearded  wheat, 
which  was  found  to  refill  the  infed  when  every  other 
fpecies  was  deftroyed  by  it. 
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Second,  Procure  alfo  fmall  quantities  of  the  feed 
of  thofe  kinds  of  pulfe  and  legumens  which  are  of 
any  eilimation  in  the  opinion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  country  you  vifit,  with  inftruftions  for  their 
proper  cultivation,  of  which  a  minute  ftiould  be 
made  upon  the  fpot. 

^hird.  In  countries  where  the  rigour  of  the  cli- 
jnate  compels  the  inhabitants  to  procure  dry  food 
for  their  cattle  in  the  winter,  inquire  what  that  food 
is,  whether  hay,  grain,  or  roots :  obtain  feeds  of  the 
Ipecies  of  grafs  from  which  they  make  their  hay,  if 
not  fimilar  to  that  in  common  ufe  here ;  and  a 
fmall  quantity  of  the  grain  and  roots,  with  the  modes 
of  cultivation. — Procure  the  feeds  and  ilones  of 
fuch  fruits  as  lhall  appear  to  you  of  importance  to 
this  country,  or  which  are  not  known  here,  tropical 
fruits  only  excepted,  fmce  there  is  little  profped  of 
their  fucceeding  in  this  climate.  This  exception  is 
not,  however,  to  apply  to  annual  fruits,  fmce  they 
may  probably  fucceed  here. 

Fourth,  Remark  any  diiFerences  that  may  diflin- 
guifh  the  cattle,  either  ufed  for  food  or  draft,  in  the 
country  you  vifit,  from  thofe  found  here;  make 
notes  of  the  variance,  and  communicate  your  ob- 
fervations  to  the  Prefident  or  Secretary  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Society,  in  order  that  if  any  advantage 
Ihould  refult  from  their  introdu£lion,  the  fociety  may 
take  meafures  to  import  them. 

Fiftho 
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Fifth,  Be  particularly  attentive  to  the  breed  of 
flieep,  and  whenever  they  fhall  appear  fuperior  to 
thofe  of  this  ftate,  either  in  fize^  or  in  the  Jinenefs 
or  the  quantity  of  the  wool  proportioned  to  the  fize 
of  the  fheep,  (for  fmall  fheep  may  be  very  valuable 
if  their  fleeces  Ihould  be  fine)  to  import  if  poffible 
a  pair  of  them,  or  a  ram  at  leafl,  particularly  if  you 
fliould  be  able  to  obtain  the  flieep  of  Spain  or  Bar- 
bary,  which  are  among  the  moll  valuable,  even 
though  they  ihould  not  appear  to  you  fuperior  to 
thofe  of  this  country.  Sheep  from  China  would 
alfo  be  defirable,  as  would  thofe  of  the  fine  wool 
kind  from  India,  Angora,  and  other  parts  of  Aiia, 
There  is  alfo  a  fpecies  of  fine  wnite  long-haired  goat 
in  Africa,  the  Ikin  of  which  is  ufed  for  muffs ;  it 
would  be  defirable  to  procure  a  pair  of  thefe  if  it 
could  be  conveniently  done. 

Sixth.  South- America  affords  a  fpecies  of  fheep, 
(the  Vigone  or  Peruvian  fheep)  which,  if  introduced 
and  found  to  fuit  the  climate,  would  be  an  inva- 
luable treafure.  From  the  fame  country,  the  Gulph 
of  Mexico,  and  the  Bay  of  Hondoras,  Cayenne,  &c. 
may  be  brought  the  Pecari,  which  is  a  fmall  and 
fmgular  fpecies  of  wild  hog :  this  may,  on  experi^ 
ment,  be  found  worth  while  to  domeflicate  here,  if 
a  pair  of  them  could  be  conveniently  procured. 

Seventh,  If  any  land  or  water  fowl,  not  known  in 
this  country,  ihould  be  domefticated  in  the  country 
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you  vifit,  you  will  procure  a  few  of  them ;  among 
which  may  be  remembered  the  Hoco  of  the  Bra^iles 
and  Cayenne.  It  is  nearly  of  the  fize  of  a  turkey, 
black,  and  frequently  domefticated.  It  is  known 
by  various  names. 

P  S.  You  will  obferve,  that  it  is  not  expelled  that 
you  fhould  bring  any  fheep  from  Englaild  or  Ire- 
land, or  any  other  country  from  which  the  expor- 
tation is  prohibited,  as  you  are  on  no  account  to 
incur  any  perfonai  rilk,  or  hazard  the  property  of 
your  owners. 


The  i\merlcans  have  now  a  confiderable  trade, 
dired  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  China,  which  is  very 
profitable,  as  they  have  fo  few  drawbacks  and  du- 
ties. While  I  was  at  New  York,  I  went  on  board 
the  Fair  American,  which  was  juft  returned  from  a 
very  profitable  voyage  thither.  This,  I  fee  clearly, 
will  one  day  or  other,  bring  on  a  rupture  with  our 
Eaft  India  Company,  as  they  will  be  able  to  under- 
fell  them  in  moll  foreign  markets.  Their  fhips  are 
well  built  for  their  trade,  and  make  very  quick 
voyages.  The  Pegu  went  from  Philadelphia  to 
China^  took  in  a  cargo,  and  returned  within  eleven 
months.  Ship  building  is  dear,  and  colls  at  this  time, 
at  New  York,  eight  pounds  ten  Ihillings  currency 
(four  pounds  fixteen  Ihillings)  per  ton^  and  the 

wages 
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wages  to  feamen  from  twenty  to  twenty-four  dollars 
per  month.  This  is  higher  than  common;,  owing  to 
the  wars  in  Europe,  having  thrown  a  great  part  of 
the  carrying  trade  into  their  hands.  Fbr  they  tell 
me,  where  they  had  ten  Ihips  five  years  ago,  they 
have  now,  at  leaft,  forty, 

With  refpedl  to  the.  mode  of  invefting  money  in 
the  American  Funds,  by  a  perfon  living  in  En- 
gland :  When  a  Certificate  of  American  Stock,  of 
any  kind,  is  purchafed  in  London,  the  perfon  in 
vvhofe  name  the  Certificate  fcands  (De  Berdt  and 
Co.  is  a  houfe  that  fells)  gives  a  Power  of  Attorney 
to  the  purchafer,  to  have  it  transferred  in  his  name: 
with  this  Power  is  given  a  Guarantee,  by  fome  well 
known  refpedlable  houfe  in  London,  fpecifying  that 
the  transfer  fhali  be  made  at  the  proper  office  in 
America,  (if  applied  for  within  twelve  months)  and 
for  the  payment  of  the  dividends,  until  the  transfer 
is  made  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  If  Bank 
Stocky  or  if  Funded  Debt,  it  is  at  the  Loan  Offices* 
After  the  purchafer  has  received  the  Stock  Receipt, 
Power  of  Attorney,  and  the  Guarantee,  he  keeps 
in  his  pofTefiion  the  Guarantee,  but  fends  the  Stock. 
Receipt  and  Power  to  fome  perfon  in  America,  (or 
fome  houfe  for  him,)  to  have  it  there  transferred 
into  his  name ;  referving,  however,  a  copy  of  them, 
attelled  by  a  Notary ;  fo  that  in  cafe  it  is  ioil  at  fea, 
or  otherwife,  it  may  be  renewed  without  injury  to 
the  owner,  after  a  fure  method,  well  underilood. 

The 
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The  intereft  5s  paid  always  in  America  quarterly^ 
but  any  American  houfe  (Bird,  Savage,  and  Bird; 
De  Berdt  and  Co.  &c.)  will  receive  it  for  you,  giv- 
ing him  a  Power  of  Attorney,  upon  your  paying  a 
fmall  commiflion,  fay  a  I  per  cent,  on  the  money  he 
receives. 

Of  all  the  dates  through  which  I  have  travelled,  I 
prefer,  as  an  Englilhman,  Connedicut ;  and  of  the 
country  towns  between  Bodon  and  Philadelphia,  the 
pleafanteft  to  live  at,  in  my  opinion,  are  the  follow- 
ing  :  viz.  Worcefter,  in  MafTachufets ;  Springfield 
and  Hartford,  in  Connedlicut ;  and  Newark  and 
Trenton,  in  the  Jerfeys.  I  objeft  to  New  Brunf- 
wick,  though  a  neat,  cltan,  well-built  town,  on  the 
iide  of  a  hill,  becaufe  it  feems  too  fmall  to  afford 
much  pleafant  fociety.  The  proviiions  there,  I 
found  very  indiiFerent  and  dear,  neither  does  it  ap- 
pear to  be  a  very  fruitful  foil,  for  there  are  but  very 
few  gardens  to  be  feen  in  its  vicinity. 

A  German  would  probably  prefer  the  Jerfeys,  or 
Albany,  as  being  more  inhabited  by  perfons  from 
his  own  country.  I  have  heard  it  faid,  at  New 
York,  of  an  Albany  man,  that  if  a  flranger  fpeaks 
to  him  in  Englifh,  he  will  fcarcely  open  the  upper 
hatch  of  his  door,  but  a  fingle  word  uttered  in 
German  or  High  Dutch,  will  make  the  whole 
hatch  fly  open  inllantly,  and  the  perfon,  whoever  he 
is,  welcome  to  every  thing  in  his  houfe.   Does  not 

this 
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this  ihew  a  flrong  love  of  their  own  country  ?  yet  . 
fome  ftronger  principle  operates  on  their  minds  to 
leave  it. 

They  colle6l  no  tythes  in  America,  the  caufe,  in 
England,  of  fo  many  difputes ;  the  Clergy  here  ar« 
well  provided  for  without  it ;  in  fome  flates  by  a 
rate,  in  others  by  a  free  fubfcription. 

There  is  very  little  wheat  grown  in  the  trail  of 
country  through  which  I  paffed,  for  the  reafon  I  be- 
fore mentioned,  but  they  grow  a  vail  deal  of  rye, 
of  which  the  country  bread  is  pretty  generally  com- 
pofed.  The  northern  flates  are  very  adlive,  dili»' 
,gent,  and  profperous ;  but  the  flates  fouth  of  Pen- 
fylvania,  tend  very  much  towards  indolence^  luxury, 
and  vice.  The  lower  clafs  of  tradefmen,  in  the 
Northern  States,  are  not  the  mofl  honourable,  in 
bufinefs :  they  will  make  as  much  out  of  you  as  they 
can,  and  take  every  advantage.  You  muft,  in  your 
concerns  with  them,  trufl  to  your  own  judgment, 
and  not  leave  your  interells  to  their  keeping.  Their 
money  circulation  appears  very  limited,  their  capi- 
tals very  fmall,  and  the  opportunities  they  conti- 
nually have  of  laying  out  what  money  they  can 
mufler  to  great  advantage,  tempts  them  to  break 
their  engagements,  and  keep  your  money  as  long  in 
their  hands  as  poffibie.  On  this  point  they  are  not 
at  all  fcrupulous. 


Not^ 
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Notwithflanding  the  regulations,  of  their  goverii- 
ment  to  put  a  ftop  to  ilavery,  which,  indeed,  has 
been  given  up  by  MalFachufets,  Connecticut,  Pen- 
fylvania,  and  moft  of  the  Northern  States,  yet  you 
ftill  fee  the  Philadelphia  papers  difgraced  with  fuck 
advertifements  as  the  following  : 

^0  be  dijpojed  ofy 

A  Negro  Lad,  feventeen  years  of  age,  mher  for  I'lfc^  or  s 
term  of  years,  as  may  fuit  the  Purchafer,  He  has  been  ac- 
cuftomed  both  to  houfe  work  and  farming.  For  further  in.*- 
formation  enquire  at  the  OfEce  of  the  Aurora," 

February  23,  1794* 

Their  ftiip  building  and  carrying  trade  have  won- 
derfullyincreafed,  within  the  lail  three  or  four  years*, 
fince  the  war,  on  account  of  their  prudent  and  wife 
neutrality. 

The  tonnage  in  1790,  was  as  follows : 

Their  own  /hipping  479091  tonsj  foreign  to  their  ports  253919 
In  1791  -  501790  —  240799 

1792  -  568283  244263 

The  difference  in  the  tonnage  duty,  and  the  ad- 
dition of  one  tenth  upon  the  duties  on  goods  im- 
ported in  foreign  bottoms,  is  a  fufficient  encourage- 
ment  to  their  own  fhipping  trade,  and  in  fome  mea- 
fure  countervails  our  navigation  a6l,  in  its  effedl  to- 
wards them,  at  leaft.    To  increafe  this  difterence  in 
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an  enormous  degree,  as  Mr.  Maddifon  propofed,> 
January  3,  i794>  would,  in  my  opinion,  defeat  it- 
felf ;  and  this  feems  to  be  Mr.  Smith's  opinion. 

Here  we  fee  how  much  their  own  fliipping  trade 
has  increafed,  while  their  trade  in  foreign  bottoms 
has  gradually  leflened.  It  is  a  doubt,  however, 
with  many  fenfible  obfervers,  whether  the  extenfion. 
of  their  navigation,  does  not,  in  a  confiderable  de- 
gree, check  population  and  agriculture,  which  ought 
to  be,  for  a  long  time>  their  principal  national 
objeft. 


Proportion  of  their  Trade  with  Europe^  from  Ja^ 
nuary  i,  to  December  31,  1792. 


EXPORTS,  IMPORTS, 

THE  AMOUNT  OF  TO  THE  AMOUNT  OF 


Dollars. 

Dollars* 

1,005,907 

to   Spain            and  from 

335»iio 

3,283,46a 

Portugal 

595,763 

4>698,735 

France 

2,068,348 

Great  Britain 

15,285,42s 

1,963,^80 

Holland  - 

1,172,69a 

224,415 

Denmark 

35i»394 

47,240 

Sweden 

14*325 

RulTia 

Hanfe  Towns 

Indies 

It 
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It  Is  remarked,  that  the  United  States  have  flott-^ 
rilhed  more  during  the  laft  three  or  four  years,  than 
thrice  that  time  during  any  former  period.  This, 
I  obferve,  is  fince  the  federal  conftitution  has  come 
into  full  exercife. 


In  England,  the  degree  of  liberty  ^we  ha^ve  enjoyedy 
is  confidered  as  the  grand  caufe  of  our  greatnefs, 
and  fuperiority  over  other  nations ;  yet  here,  geniuj 
is  often  cramped  by  poverty  and  misfortune,  and  the 
exertions  of  a  vad  body  of  people  loft  to  the  com* 
munity,  by  partial  iavvs^  chartered  rights,  appro» 
priations,  &c^ 

It  is  not  fo  in  the  United  States ;  every  man  feels 
himfelf  equal  in  the  eftimation  of  his  country,  ac- 
cording to  his  virtue  and  ufefulnefs,  and  the  Hate 
provides  for  his  education.  The  civil  rights  of  no 
one  are  abridged  on  account  of  religious  belief  or 
Worfhip ;  and  every  one  is  at  full  liberty  to  follow 
the  bent  of  his  genius,  uncontrouled  in  its  exertions 
by  any  of  thefe  impediments.  Three  fourths  of  the 
people  are  ailively  employed  in  either  agriculture, 
trade,  or  commerce*  There  are  but  few  idle  drones 
in  the  hive,  and,  with  all  thefe  advantages,  their 
rapid  progrefs  to  wealth  and  improvement  is  certain, 
and  muft  be  great  beyond  conception. 

But,  with  all  their  improvements,  they  mnft  yet 
for  a  long  time  come  to  John  Bull  for  his  cloth,  for 

at 
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:at  leaft  half  a  century,  I  fhould  fuppofe.  Although 
the  Alleghany  and  other  mountains,  would  do  well 
for  raifing  a  breed  of  fine-woolled  Iheep,  yet  there 
are,  as  I  before  obferved,  many  things  at  prefent 
agairift  them  ;  to  which  I  may  further  add,  the 
number  of  wolves  all  over  the  back  country,  which 
would  be  deftroying  them  continually, 

July  8,  1789,  an  a£l  pafled  the  legiflature  to  lay 
zn  impoll  on  goods,  v/ares,  and  merchandizes,  irn-^ 
ported  into  the  United  States ;  and  a  report  of  the 
produce  being  ordered  to  be  made  out  by  a  com- 
mittee, Mr.  Gerry,  on  the  24-th  of  September, 
■S789,  from  the  committee  made  the  following  , 
report  to  Congrefs : 
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Jin  EJlimaU  cf  the  grofs  Amount  and  neat  Produce 
of  the  Impo/i  and  Tonnage  Duties  for  one  Tear, 
4iccording  to  the  latefl  Returns. 

Keat  Produce 


Grofs  Amoufit 

Ditto  of  the 

of  the  Import 

of  the  Impoft. 

Tonnage  Duty. 

&  Ton.  Duty. 

1789. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Kew  Hampfhirc 

22,177 

1,282 

21,491 

MafTachufets 

216,366 

10,188 

199,261 

Conne<Sticut 

76,824 

72,45® 

New  York 

245,165 

15,019 

245,316 

Jerfey 

240 

10,514 

•Philadelphia 

376,841 

18,003 

361,405 

Delaware 

5,692 

443 

5,654 

Maryland 

223,620 

i7>o54 

211,539 

Virginia 

176, 185 

18,687 

186,470 

Carolina 

137,887 

14,446 

144,839 

Georgia 

3,722 

4,614 

8,141 

M95,8i5 

i03-,i89 

1,467,080 

la 
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In  the  fpace  of  five  years  they  have 
trebled  in  value,  for  in  the  year  1794, 
Mr.  Smith  flates  them  before  Con-  Dollars, 
grefs  to  be  -  -  -  ^5, 500,000 

To  this  add  the 

Excife           -  -  400,000 

Carriage  Tax    -  -  150,000 

Sugar  and  SnufF  -  90,000 

Audlion  Tax  -  40^000 

Wine  and  Spirit  Li* 

cences       -  -  100,000 


7805O00 


Poft  Office,  and  Surplus  of  Dividend  on 

Bank  Stock  -  -  .  70,000 


Amount  of  National  Income  in  1794.  -  6,350,000 

And  the  Amount  of  their  National  Debt 

at  the  fame  Time  -  -64,853,208 


*  This  is  confiderably  larger  than  any  former  year,  o-wing, 
Mr.  Smith  faid,  to  the  prodigious  emigrations,  laft  year,  to 
their  country  5  which  he  fuppofes  wiU  be  diminifhed  whea 
peace  takes  place* 


Sakries 
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Salaries  to  the  Legijlature^ 

To  George  Wafhington,  as  Prefi- 
dent  of  the  United  States, 
^^r        25000  dollars,  or   -    ^C*  5^5^    ^  ® 

To  John  Adams,*  as  Vice  Prefi- 

dent,  5000  dollars,  or     -  112500 

To  each  Senator  during  the  SefTion,  fix  dollars  per 
day,  and  three  more  while  travelling  to  and  from 
Congrefs. 

To  each  Reprefentativein  the  Lower  Houfe,  fix  dol- 
lars per  day,  and  to  the  Speaker  twelve  dollars. 

*  I  met  Mr.  Adams  at  New  York ;  he  had  come,  the  day 
"before,  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York,  in  the  ftage,  and  was 
juft  going  on  board  the  packet,  for  Bofton,  1  thought  of  Cato, 
commended  by  the  Hiftorian  for  his  limplicity  of  manners  5  af- 
ter dictating,  in  the  Roman  Senate,  the  fate  of  kingdoms,  he 
was  to  be  feen  riding  home  to  his  country  houfe,  on  a  little  pad 
flag,  attended  only  by  one  fervant  carrying  his  portmanteau. 
Mr.  Adamrs  had  juft  determined  the  queftion  in  Congrefs,  by 
his  fingle  voice,  whether  there  fhould  be  v/ar  between  Great 
Britain  and  America.  A  bill  had  palled  the  Lower  Houfe,  to 
prohibit  all  commercial  intercoufe  with  Great  Britain  5  the 
votes  in  the  Senate  Houfe,  were  equal,  and  Mr,  Adams,  as  Pre- 
lident,  was  called  on  for  his  vote,  which  he  gave  againft  the 
Isill,  and  it  was  loft* 
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The  mode  of  e!e£lion  is  as  plain  and  fimple  as 
poiTible.  I  was  at  New  York  during  the  eledlion  : 
I  faw  no  additional  buftle  in  the  ftreets.  The 
names  of  the  Candidates  having  been  publilhed,  the 
proper  officers  went  about,  through  every  ward, 
door  by  door,  and  received  each  perfon's  vote,  in 
writing  fealed  up,  which  was  afterwards  opened  be- 
fore the  .Committee,  fitting  in  the  Hall,  and  there 
regiftered.  No  canvas  by  the  Members ;  no  holi- 
day on  the  occalion ;  no  appearance  of  tumult  or 
inebriation.  The  fums  total  for  each  Candidate 
being  made  up,  they  are  infertedin  the  newfpapers, 
(I  write  this  from  my  memory  only,  having  miflaid 
the  document.) 

The  following  circumHance  occurred  during  that 
ele«5lion  :  A  lady  of  New  York,  of  confiderable 
property^  and  heirefs  to  the  Lake  eftate,  previous  to 
the  above  eledion,  fent  feveral  letters  to  her  tenants 
in  the  north  part  of  the  ilate,  to  vote  for  General 
Williams,  as  Senator  for  that  diftri6l ;  one  of  thefe 
letters  came,  by  chance  into  other  hands,  and  was 
opened,  by  which  means  it  became  public.  It  was 
univerfally  reprobated  as  unconftitutional  influence, 
and  notice  was  taken  of  it  in  the  public  papers. 

In  Conne6licut,  were  a  perfon  to  canvas,  or  come 
forward  with  pretenfions  of  merit,  it  would  at  once 
do  away  all  pretenlions  whatever ;  for  a  man  there 
has  no  occafion  to  make  any  exertions  on  his  own 
M  behalf^ 
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iehalf;  and  if  deferving  of  eledlion,  fhould  he  ap« 
pear  folicltous,  it  would  create  fufpicions  to  his 
^fadvantage* 

Ahjlra6i  of  the  A51  of  Naturalization. 

And  be  it  further  enadled,  that  any  alien,  being 
a  free  white  perfon,  who  fhall  have  refided  within 
the  limits  and  jurifdidion  of  the  United  States  for 
the  term  of  two  years,  may  be  admitted  to  become 
a  citizen  thereof,  on  application  to  any  common  law 
Court  of  Record,  in  any  one  of  the  ftates  wherein 
he  fhall  have  refided  for  the  term  of  one  year,  at  the 
leaft,  giving  proof  that  he  is  a  perfon  of  good  cha- 
yadler,  and  taking  the  oath,  or  the  affirmation,  pre- 
ifcribed  by  law,  to  fupport  the  conilitution  of  the 
United  States. 

Neverthelefs^  no  perfon  heretofore  profcribed  by 
any  one  of  the  ftates,  fhall  be  admitted  a  citizen,  as 
aforefaid,  except  by  an  Adl  of  the  Legiflature  of 
that  Hate^  in  which  fuch  perfon  was  profcribed.'* 

N.  B.  In  the  year  1795,  -L-^gif- 
Jature,  this  qualification  is  required  to  be  a  five  years 
refidence,  in  confequence  of  the  vafl  influx  of  Euro* 
peans,  fox  the  lafl  year  or  two  paii. 


'Spitomt 


A  Comparative  Vieiv  of  thir  EXPORTS  for  four  Years  Jiajly 

ENDING   EACH  YEAR  ON    THE   30th  SEPTEMBER. 


Of  this  there  went  to 

Great  Britain    -       -       —       7,953,418  —  —        8,431,239         —  ^^ijg^jgj 

France        -  -       —       4,298,762  —  —        7,050,498  4>967,799 

United  Netherlands    -       —       1,634,825  —  —        3,169,536         _  5,341,357 

Spain  -  —       1,301,286  —  _        2,237,954         —  3,749,978 

Portugal       -  -       —       1,039,696  —  _  997.59°         —  992,561 

Hanfe  Towns  -       —  64,259  —  —  792.537         —  3,828,826 

Sundries        -  -       —       l,459'3°S  —  —        3.332.43+         —  6,161,296 

By  this  Statement  it  appears,  that  in  1791,  Great  Britain  took  off  almoll  half  of  their  Exports,  tut  in  1794^  O"'/  (feven 
out  of  thirty-two  millions)  about  a  fifth. — That  France  in  1791,  took  off  four  millions,  or  one  quarter  part;  and  in  1794, 
about  a  feventh. 

The  Orders  of  our  Cabinet  in  November,  1793,  to  feize  veflels  bound  to  French  ports,  compelled  the  merchant  to  fend 
his  fhips  by  a  circuitous  route ;  fo  that  many  fhipments  fent  to  Holland,,  Spain,  and  the  Hanfe  Towns,  were  aftually  intended 
for  France,  This  only,  will  account  for  the  fudden  great  increafe  of  the  Exports  to  the  Netherlands,  and  the  Hanfe 
Towns. 

A  Comparafvue  View  of  the  Proportion  exported  from  each  of  the  States. 


Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Maffachufets 

in  1792, 

2,389,922;  ir 

I  1793.  3.676.412; 

in  1794. 

5>299.9>3 

New  York 

2,528,08s 

—  2,934,317 

5,408,43,0 

Penfylvania 

3,820,646 

—  6.959.736 

6,643,092 

Maryland 

2,550.258 

-  3.687.149 

'5.640.347 

Virginia 

3,549,499 

—  2,983,317 

3.321.49+ 

South  Carolina  • 

2,430,425 

680,587 

Amoul 

It  of  Exports  of  the  States 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

North  of  the  Delaware, 

in  1792, 

1793,  15,200,537; 

in  1794, 

193,24,762 

South  of  ditto 

9,626,421 

1  2,464,460 

765,172  differ! 

;nce.       4,398,295  difference. 

6,860,302  difference. 

By  this  Statement  it  appears,  that  the  Northern  States  increafe  in  their  Export  Trade  much  fafler  than  the  Southeriu 
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TAKEN   BY  ORDER 

OF 

CONGRESS. 

•774- 

1787. 

i79«. 

1795, 

New  Hampfliire 

Vermont 

New  Hampfhire 

70,000 
102,000 

885,539 
141,885 

MalTachufets 

MalTachufets 
Dill,  of  Maine 

360,000 
70,000 

378,787 
96,540 

Khode  Ifland 

59,678 

Rhode  Ifland 

S1.896  . 

68,825 

Conne£Ucut 

192,000 

Connedlicut 

209,150 

237,946 

- 

TJew  York 

250,000 

New  York 

238,897  - 

340,120 



New  Jerfey 

.      .  150.000 

New  Jerfey 

149.435 

184,139 



Penfylvania 

350,000 

Penfylvania 

360,000  - 

434.373 

Delawar 

37.000 

59,094 

Maryland 

320,000 

Maryland  • 

253,630 

319,728 

.   

.Virginia 

650,000 

Virginia 

567,614 

742,610 

— 

Kentucky 

70,000 

73.677 

Wellern  Territory 

6,000 



.  — 

North  Carolina 

300,000 

North  Carolina 

270,000 

393.7S» 

-  — 

South  Carolina 

225,000 

South  Carolina 

180,000 

249.073 

— 

98,000 

8^,548 

-  — 

South  of  Ohio 

3S>69» 

North  Weft  of  Ohio 

- 

lO.COO 

•3,046,678 

.  

5,250,690 

*  As  this  Return  w 

as  made  in  t>alle,  upon  ttie  coi 

nmencement  «f  the  American  Kevclutioni  it  is  net  fuppofed 

rather  exaggerated. 
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Epitome  of  the  Federal  Government  as  in  1794? 

THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,— 
chofen  by  the  citizens  at  large,  every  two  years- 
qualifications,  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  feven 
years  a  citizen — paid  for  their  attendance,  fix  dol- 
lars per  day  out  of  the  national  treafury,  (one  hun- 
dred and  five  in  number.) 

THE  SENATE,  (two  from  each  ftate)  chofen  by 
each  flate  government,  every  fix  years — divide  them* 
felves,  when  they  firft  meet,  into  three  claffes,  one 
of  which  goes  out  every  two  years,  by  rotation- 
qualifications,  thirty  years  of  age,  and  nine  years 
a  citizen — are  paid  for  their  attendance,  fix  dollars 
per  day,  out  of  the  national  treafury,  (thirty  ia 
number.)  The  Senate  appoint  all  the  public  of- 
ficers, none  of  which  have  any  vote,  or  are  fufFered 
to  fit  in  either  houfe. 

THE  PRESIDENT  of  the  United  States,  eka. 
ed  in  the  following  manner  :  Each  of  the  ftates  (on 
the  fame  day  with  each  other)  appoint  a  number  of 
eledlors,  equal  to  the  Senators  and  Reprefentatives, 
they  laft  fent  to  Congrefs — thefe  meet  and  vote,  by 
ballot,  for  two  perfons,  one  of  whom  is  not  to  be  aa 
inhabitant  of  their  flate.  Thefe  fifteen  returns  are 
fent  to  the  Prefident  of  the  Senate,  who  opens  them 
in  the  prefence  of  both  houfes,  and  whoever  has 
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moft  votes  is  chofen  Prefident;  (the  next  in  num- 
bers is  Vice  Prefident.)  Oualificacions,  hemufti)e 
thirty-five  years  of  age,  and  fourteen  years  a  re- 
iident — he  has  a  kmd  of  negative  on  every  bill,  that 
is,  he  may  fend  back  a  biil,  to  be  reconfidered,  an- 
nexing thereto  his  reafons  for  not  figning  it,  which 
will  occafion  the  two  houfes  to  reconfider  it ;  but  if 
they  flill  fee  it  unobjedionable,  ,(if  two  thirds  ilill 
vote  for  it)  they  fend  it  to  him,  and  he  muft  fign  it, 
Wthout  any  further  demur.  He  is  never  chofen  for 
tnore  than  four  years ;  in  his  ficknefs,  or  abfence, 
the  Vice  Prefident  fi-iall  ad  in  his  flead^ 

The  Judges  are  appointed  by  Congrefs,  and  hold 
their  ofiice  quamdieu  fe  bene  gejjerit.  There  is  only 
one  Supreme  Court,  and  Trial  by  Jury,  as  in  En- 
gland, whofe  conHitutional  law  they  take  for  their 
guide; — falary  to  Chief  Jullice,  four  thoufand  dol- 
lars; to  five  Aflbciate  Judges,  three  thouland  five 
hundred  dollars  each;  and  to  a  Judge  befides,  in 
each  of  the  fixteen  United  States,  from  eight  hun- 
dred to  -one  thoufand  eight  hundred  dollars.  All 
are  paid  oat  of  the  national  treafury. 

From  all  that  I  have  feen,  read,  and  heard,  I  con- 
clude America  (1  mean  the  Northern  States)  to  be 
a  fine  country,  for  an  adive  induilrious  man  to  hve 
in^  vvJiether  he  be  rich  or  poor,  Adivity  and  ufe- 
fulnefs  are  better  recommendations  than  riches ;  for 
Aspxanklinobfexved^  when  a  ftran^er  comes  amongil 
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tliem  (be  he  ever  fo  rich)  it  is  not  enquired,  what 
h  hc;  or  who  is  he,  but,  what  can  he  do,  or  is  he  a 
pleafant  man?  I  think  a  man  who  has  been  in  hiar 
youth  employed  in  adive  life,  by  which  he  has  ac-^ 
quired  experience  and  information,  is  fure  to  be  well 
received  in  America,  and  may  conclude  his  lifa 
happily, 

I  fhall  now  conclude  my  account,  with  Dr. 
Ramfay's  elegant  and  energetic  Addrefs  to  the 
Americans : 

*^  CITIZENS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  ! 

*^  Tou  ha've  a  ivell-halanced  confiitution  ejiahlijhed  hy 
general  con/ent,  <which  is  an  impro'vement  on  all  republic 
can  forms  of  gonjernment  heretofore  ejiablijhed.  It  pof 
feffes  the  freedom  and  independence  of  a  popular  affembly 
acquainted  njjith  the  ^ants  and  njuijhes  of  the  people,  but 
nvithout  the  capacity  of  doing  thofe  mifchiefs  tvhich  re-- 
fult  from  uncontrouled  po'vjer  in  one  afemhly,  The  end 
and  ohjeSi  of  it  is  public  good.  If  you  are  not  happy  it 
nx:ill  be  your  onvn  fault.  No  kna've  or  fool  can  plead  an 
hereditary  right  to  fport  ^ith  your  property  or  your  liber- 
ties. Tour  la<ws  and  your  la^- gibers  muft  all  proceed 
fromyourfelnjes,  Tou  ha^e  the  experience  of  nearly  fx 
thoufand  years,  to  point  out  the  rocks  on  wuhich  former 
republics  ha-ve  been  dajl^ed  to  pieces.  Learn  ^ifdom  from 
their  misfortunes^  Cultivate juftice  both  public  and pri* 
njate.  No  government  ^ill  or  can  endure,  <which  does 
not  protect  the  rights  of  its  fubjeSls,  Unlefs  fuch  efficient 
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regulations  are  adopt edy  as  ^ill  fecure  property  as  ivell 
as  liberty,  one  re^volution  ^uuill follow  another.  Anarchy y 
monarchy,  or  defpotifm,  ^ill  he  the  con/equence.  By  jufl 
la^vs  and  the  faithful  execution  of  them,  public  and  pri^ 
n)ate  credit  --will  be  rejhred,  and  the  rejioration  of  credit 
fivill  be  a  mine  of  ^wealth  to  this  young  country.  It  uuill 
make  a  fund  for  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufac* 
iuresy  'which  <will foon  enable  the  United  States  to  claijn  an 
exalted  rank  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  Such  are  the 
refources  of  your  country,  and  fo  trifling  are  your  debts, 
compared  "jjithyour  refources,  that  proper  fyflems,  rifely 
planned  and  faithfully  executed,  njcill  foon  fill  your  exteU' 
fve  territory  ^ith  inhabitants,  and  gi^'e  you  the  com" 
mand  offuch  ample  capitals ^  as  nvill  enable  you  to  run  the 
career  of  national  greainefs,  iKnth  advantages  equal  t% 
the  oldeft  kingdoms  of  Europe.  What  they  have  been 
fiowly  growing  to,  in  the  courfe  of  near  t^o  thoufand 
years,  you  may  hope  to  equal  uuithin  one  century.  If  you 
continue  under  one  government ,  built  on  the  folid  foundd" 
iions  of  public  juftice,  and  public  virtue,  there  is  no  point 
if  national  greatnefs  to  nxhich  you  may  not  afpire,  vjith 
a  voell  founded  hope  of  fpeedily  attaining  it.  Cherijh 
and  fupport  a  reverence  for  government,  and  cultivate 
an  union  hetvceen  the  Eaft  and  South,  the  Atlantic  and 
the  MiJJKfppi.  Let  the  greateft  good  of  the  greateft 
number y  be  the  pole-flar  of  your  public  and  private  de^ 
liberations.  Shun  wars,  they  beget  debt,  add  to  the 
common  vices  of  mankind,  and  produce  others,  vohich  are 
almojl  peculiar  to  themf elves.  Agriculture,  manufac^ 
turesp  and  commerce,  are  your  proper  buftnefs.    Seek  not 
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to  enlarge  your  territory  by  conquejl ;  it  is  already  fuffici'^ 
ently  extenji've*    2^ou  ha^e  ample  /cope  for  the  employ^ 
ment  of  your  fnoft  active  77iinds^  in  promoting  your  01^ ft' 
domejiic  happinefs.    Maintain  your  oivn  right Sy  and  let 
all  others  remain  in  quiet  pojfejjton  of  theirs,    Auoid  dif** 
cordy  faSIio?i,  luxury,  and  the  other  'vices  %vhich  have 
been  the  bane  of  common-wealths •    Cherijh  and  regard 
the  philofophersy  the  ftatefmen,  and  the  patriot s^  ivho  de^ 
njote  their  talents  and  time,  at  the  expence  of  their  pri^ 
fvate  interefsi  to  the  toils  of  efilightening  and  dire&in^ 
their  fellon.\}  citizens,  and  thereby  refcue  citizens  aftd  ru» 
krs  of  republics  from  the  mnmony  and  too  often  merited^ 
charge  of  ingmii:ude*     Pra^ife  indufry,  frugality t 
temperance,  moderation,  and  the  ^hole  lo'vely  train  of 
republican  virtues,    Banijh  from  your  borders  the  liquid 
fre  of  the  Weji-Indies,  'which,  vjhile  it  entails  poverty 
and  difeafe,  prevents  indujiry,  and  foments  private 
quarrels.    Venerate  the  plough,  the  hoe,  and  all  the 
implements  of  agriculture.    Honour  the  men,  nvho  v)ith 
their  own  hands  maintain  their  families,  and  raife  up 
children  to  toil,  and  capable  of  defending  their  country^ 
Reckon  the  necejjity  of  labour  not  among  the  curfes,  hut  the 
blejjtngs  of  life.    Tour  towns  v)ill probably,  ere  long,  be 
engulphed  in  luxury  and  effeminacy.  If  your  liberties  and 
future  profpeSIs  depended  on  them,  your  career  of  liberty 
ivoidd  probably  be  Jhort ;  but  a  great  majority  of  your 
country,  mujl,  and  will  be,  yeomanry,  vohohave  no  other 
dependence  than  on  Almighty  God  for  his  ufual  blef 
fing  on  their  daily  labour.     From  the  great  excefs  of 
the  number  of  fuch  independent  farmers  in  thefe  States^ 
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d'ver  and  ahcve  all  other  clajfes  of  inhabitants,  thelo7ig 
continuance  of  your  liberties  may  be  reafonably  prefumed. 

Let  the  ha  fiefs  Jfrican  Jleep  undijlurhed  on  his  na- 
ii^je  Jhore,  and  gi'ue  ouer  mjifhing  for  the  extermination 
cf  the  ancient  proprietors  of  this  land.  Uni'uerfal  jiijlict 
is  uni'verfal  interejl.  The  mojl  enlarged  happinefs  of  om 
people y  by  no  means  requires  the  degradation  or  deftru8ion 
of  another.  It  ^wuld  be  more  glorious  to  ci^vilize  one 
tribe  of  fa^vagesy  than  to  exterminate  or  expel  a  fcort» 
^here  is  territory  enough  for  them  and  for  you.  Inftead 
of  invading  their  right s,  pro?note  their  happinefsy  and 
gi^e  them  no  reafon  to  curfe  the  folly  of  their  father Sy 
fivho  fuffered  your^s  to  ft  do^n  on  a  foil,  <which  the  com^ 
mon  Parent  of  us  both  had  pre^vioufy  ajfgned  to  them  : 
hut  aho<ve  alU  be  particularly  careful  that  your  onvude-' 
fcendants  do  not  degenerate  into  fa'vages»  Difftfe  the 
means  of  education)  and  particularly  of  religious  infruc" 
tion,  through  your  remotejl  fettlements,  T 0  this  end,  fup^ 
port  and  Jlrengthen  the  hands  of  your  public  teachers. 
Let  your  'voluntary  contributions  confute  the  dijhonourabh 
pofition,  that  religion  cannot  be  fupported  but  by  compul" 
fory  ejiablijhments.  Remember  that  there  can  be  no  po^ 
litical  happinefs  without  liberty,  that  there  can  be  no 
liberty  without  morality ;  anii  that  there  can  be  no  mo^ 
rality  n^ithout  religion. 

It  is  no^^your  turn  to  figure  on  the face  of  the  earthy 
and  in  the  annals  of  the  nxwrld.  Tou  pojjefs  a  country 
n^'hich  in  lefs  than  a  century  w/7/  probably  contain  ffty 
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millions  of  inhabitants,  Tou  ha^e,  nx)ith  a  great  expence 
of  blood  and  treafurey  refund yourfel^es  and  your  fofterity 
from  the  domination  of  Europe.  PerfeB  the  good  nxjork 
you  hanje  begun y  by  for?ning  fuch  arrangements  and  infti- 
tutionsy  as  bid  fair  for  enjuring,  to  the  prefent  and  future 
generatiofisy  the  hlejjtngs  for  ^hich  you  have  fuccefsfullj^ 
contended* 

May  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the  Univerfey  nvho  hap 
raifed  you  to  independence,  and gvven  you  a  place  among 
the  nations  of  the  earthy  make  the  American  re<volution  an 
ara  in  the  hijlory  of  the  njuorldy  remarkable  for  the  pro'^, 
grejfve  increafe  of  human  happinefs  T"* 


HAVING  now' completed  my  bufinefs,  I  agreed 
for  my  paflage  home,  with  Captain  Smith,  of  the 
Sanfom,  (the  fame  who  brought  out  Dr.  Prieftley) 
for  thirty  guineas.  He  was  to  find  me  in  wine, 
porter,  and  provifions  of  all  forts,  and  with  every 
necelTary,  except  bedding  and  towels, 

July  2.  I  llept  on  board,  expe£\ing  to  fail  before 
the  morning,  but  fome  of  the  American  failors,  from 
a  defire  of  once  more  feeing  their  fweethearts  and 
wives,  jumped  overboard,  and  fwam  onfhore:  we 
loft  chat  tide,  and  I  had  an  opportunity  of  going 
into  the  city,  and  purchafmg  fohie  almonds  and 
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raifins,  apples  and  gingerbread,  which  are  articles 
I  would  particularly  recommend  to  every  young 
voyager,  as  the  ftomach  will  often  relifh  thefe  things, 
when  other  things  become  unpleafant  and  infipid. 
They  counterad  the  fait  tafle  which  brings  on 
ficknefs. 

July  3t  At  two  o'clock,  p.  m.  we  weighed  anchor, 
and  reached  Sandy  Hook  that  evening,  where  we 
again  anchored,  on  account  of  the  return  of  the  tide. 
On  the  beach,  we  faw  the  monument  ereded  to  the 
memory  of  fome  Englilh  feamen,  that  were  all 
frozen  to  death,  near  the  place,  in  the  year  1782, 
by  a  fudden  fnow  florm. 

The  next  morning  having  a  fine  frefli  breeze, 
from  the  fouth,  at  five  o'clock  we  again  fet  fail,  and, 
on  our  getting  clear  out  of  the  Hook,  our  pilot  left 
us,  in  his  little  fkifF,  which  appeared  hardly  able  to 
buffet  the  waves,  which  how  began  to  heave  apace. 
Before  dinner,  we  had  completely  loft  fight  of  the 
Neverfink,  the  laft  ridge  of  land  vifible  of  the 
American  fhores, 

I  brought  from  the  United  States  with  me,  of 
live  animals,  two  kinds  of  tortoifes,  and  a  beautiful 
flying  fquirrel;  of  ftirubs  and  plants,  rhododendrons, 
martegon  lillies,  tulip  trees,  acacias,  Virginia  cy- 
preffes,  magnolia  glaucus,  fugar  maple  trees,  &c. 
Of  nuts,  hiccory  and  chinquopin,  or  pea  nut ;  the 
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latter,  I  find,  is  very  common  in  China,  as  a  native 
Chinefe  told  me,  when  dining  at  my  houfe,  with 
two  gentliemen  of  Lord  Macartney's  fuite,  fome  of 
thofe  nuts  being  on  table. 

We  now  failed  fouthward  till  we  -made  latitude 
36.  The  weather  being  warm,  multitudes  of  flying 
fifh  were  feen  riling  out  of  the  water.  They  can 
only  fly  in  llrait  lines,  about  eighty  or  one  hundred 
yards,  when  their  wings  or  long  fins  loofing  their 
moillure,  they  fall  again,  expofed  to  the  mouths  of 
the  purfuing  dolphins ;  of  the  latter  our  Captain 
flruck  a  fine  one  with  his  harpoon,  and  brought  it 
on  board.  It  is  a  beautiful  well-formed  fifli,  very 
difi^erent  from  what  it  is  ufually  reprefented.  Its 
forehead  is  high  above  the  eyes,  and  formed  fharp 
like  the  keel  of  a  fhip  or  cutwater,  by  which  means 
it  makes  its  way  very  fwiftly  in  the  fea.  It  feemed 
to  die  with  all  the  agony  and  (hivering  of  a  human 
being,  and  changed  its  colour  repeatedly  from  a  gold 
colour  to  an  emerald  green,  then  to  a  beautiful 
Saxon  blue,  and  amidfl;  a  variety  of  beautiful  tints, 
like  thofe  on  mother  of  pearl,  it  fixed  in  a  brown 
and  white.    We  found  it  very  good  to  eat. 

Our  courfe  was  naw  changed  to  a  northerly  direc* 
tion,  till  we  made  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland. 
Here  we  lay  to,  and  caught  fixteen  or  eighteen  fine- 
cod.    After  this,  when  near  the  Weftern  Iflands, 
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we  had  fome  very  rough  weather,  and  our  mefs  table 
was  often  drenched  with  a  heavy  Tea,  which  pafled 
through  the  light  over  the  mefs  room. 

July  20.  It  was  a  dead  calm,  fo  as  not  to  be 
able  to  make  fleerryge  way :  at  noon,  found  we  were 
in  45.  jS,  N.  latitude. 

July  21.  A  frelh  breeze  fprung  up  from  the 
W.  S.  W.  The  fky  continues  overcaft  and  dull. 
In  the  wake  of  the  ftiip,  I  now  obferved  a  multitude 
of  little  birds,  about  the  fize  of  a  lark,  continually 
riling  from  the  fur  face,  and  dropping  again  in- 
celTantly.  The  failors  call  them  Mother  Carey's 
chickens^  and  think  their  appearance  ominous,  as 
rough  weather  generally  fallows. 

In  the  evening,  a  large  drove  of  porpoifes  paffed 
along,  clofe  to  the  fliip,  whofe  appearance  feemed 
to  me  quite  formidable.  They  rofe  almoft  out  of 
the  waves,  and  dafhed  the  water  about  them,  like 
fo  many  coach  horfes  trotting  through  a  flream 
of  water.  The  failors  called  them  the  boitk 
^/es. 

July  26.  At  eleven  at  night,  a  ftrange  appear- 
ance, like  fire,  was  feen  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
Ihip,  on  the  furface  of  the  deep,  of  the  fize  of  a 
cloudj  which  continued  for  half  an  hour.   The  cap« 
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tain  thinks  it  was  a  whale  amufing  hinifelf,  by  dafh* 
ing  the  waves  about  him.  I  was  rejoiced  that  he 
did  not  favour  us  with  his  company. 

The  variation  of  the  compafs  where  we  now  are, 
is  confiderably  more  than  what  we  found  on  the- 
American  coafts.  It  was  there  one  point  and  a  half, 
and  it  is  here  two  and  a  half,  or  28  degrees  well.  At 
Salifbury,  the  variation  is  about  2i|  degrees. 

By  fome  inattention  to  our  log,  we  outrun  our 
reckoning,  fo  that  when  we  were  looking  out  for 
Land's  End,  we  found  ourfelves  faft  running  on  the 
rocks  of  Guernfey,  and  before  we  could  wear  lliip 
againfl  a  llrong  wefterly  wind,  we  were  carried 
within  fight  of  the  Coaft  of  Brittanny.  Had  but  an 
armed  boat  from  France  attacked  us,  we  mull  have 
been  taken,  a?  we  had  not  a  fingle  gun  on  board. 

At  length,  by  great  exertion,  we  weathered  the 
rocks,  got  clear  of  all  the  breakers,  and  made 
Alderney ;  between  which  and  our  Ihip,  was  a  fmall 
ifland,  on  which  Hands  the  Cafkets:  this  is  a  large 
handfome  tower,  with  three  lights,  which,  by  means 
of  a  rotative  motion,  with  refledors,  are  rendered 
vifible  and  invifible  alternately.  It  was  a  pleafant 
fight  to  us  during  ieveral  hours  of  the  night,  for  we 
could  fee  them  at  a  vaft  diftance. 
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We  now  ftretched  over  the  Channel,  and  had  a 
view  of  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  from  whence  we  fhaped 
our  courfe  to  the  SufTex  Coaft.  We  had  next  a  dif- 
tindl  view  of  Brighton,  and  could  fee  the  company 
walking  on  the  Seine.  At  feven,  a.  m.  we  faw  the 
high  land  of  Beachy  Head  ftretching  out  beyond  all 
the  reft  of  the  coaft,  and  at  eight,  we  were  abreaft 
of  Shoreham.  A  frigate  is  now  making  towards 
us.  We  next  fee  Newhaven,  and  the  Harbour  full 
of  Ihipping;  alfo  Seaforth,  and  a  large  camp  to  the 
eaft  of  it  upon  the  fea  ftiore,  and,  by  our  glalles  we 
difcover  a  great  xnany  officers  and  foldiers  looking 
at  us.  Ten  o'clock.  We  are  now  opening  another 
head  land  beyond  Beachy  Head,  and  difcover  a 
man-of-war  at  anchor  in  a  bay,  with  an  Englifti 
enlign  hoifted.  We  are  going  to  hoift  our  colours 
for  the  £rft  time  on  the  voyage,  (having  never 
fpoke  a  fingle  vefTel)  in  order  to  prevent  the  man- 
of-war  firing  a  gun  to  bring  us  tOj  which  we  muft 
obey,  (or  be  funk)  which  would  hinder  us  a  full 
hour. 

We  are  now  clofe  to  Eaftbourn,  in  Siiftex,  and  fee 
the  bathing  machines,  and  the  company  walking  the 
Beach.  Haftings  next  appears,  and  another  camp 
on  the  heights  near  it. 

The  fun  now  ftiines  mild  and  pleafant.  The  pea* 
green  hue  of  the  fea  contrafted  with  the  ripe  brown 
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colour  of  the  corn  fields,  partly  reaped  and  plied  in 
ricjges,  like  armies  of  men ;  as  well  as  the  occafional 
mixture  of  green  meadows  and  fields,  and  a  clear 
blue  Iky,  form  a  fcene  of  the  moft  lively  kind,  and 
highly  pidlurefque. 

Winchelfea  now  appears  on  the  top  of  a  ridge, 
almoft  covered  with  trees;  and  near  it  are  tents, 
foldiers,  and  horfes  ;  feme  exercifing.  The  Diana, 
a  feventy-four  gun  fhip,  furrounded  by  a  fleet  of 
tranfports,  bound  for  Cork,  next  meets  our  view. 
Then  Rye,  one  of  the  cinque  ports,  from  whence 
a  pilot  boat  puts  off  to  meet  us.  Our  Captain, 
finding  he  belonged  to  Hythe,  (the  next  port  eaft- 
ward,)  treated  with  him  to  take  his  bag  of  American 
letters. 

After  this,  we  haifed  a  boat  belonging  to  Dover; 
and,  being  impatient  to  land,  eight  of  us  pafTengers 
agreed  with  him  for  four  guineas  to  land  us  there. 
On  our  arrival,  the  Cuflom-Houfe  Officers  came  on 
board  as  ufual,  to  examine  our  luggage,  which  was 
taken  to  the  Cuflom  Houfe. 

At  the  York  Hotel,  we  regaled  ourfelves  with 
good  tea  and  fre(h  cream,  new  bread  and  butter,  &c. 
v/hich  was  the  greateft  treat  imaginable,  after  being 
on  Ihipboard  two  and  thirty  days.  The  next  day 
I  arrived  fafe  in  London  to  my  great  fatisfa^lion  ; 

andj 
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and.,  what  is  remarkable,  though  never  before  out  of 
fight  of  land^  I  did  not  once  experience  the  leaft 
ficknefs  or  illnefs,  by  fea  or  land,  during  an  excur- 
&on  of  near  eight  thoufand  miles. 
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NO  TE  S. 


I. 

THE  State  of  Conne6licut,  originally  held  five 
millions  of  acres  of  land,  adjoining  to  Lake  Erie,  of 
which  it  took  in  part.  Of  this  faid  land,  five  hun- 
dred thoufand  acres  had  been  granted  in  Odober, 
1 792,  as  a  compenfation  to  thofe  inhabitants  of  New 
London,  Fairfield,  Croton,  Norvvalk,  and  Danbury, 
who  had  fufFered  by  the  burning  of  their  towns, 
during  the  American  War. 

In  O6lober,  1793,  ^  ^^^^  ^^^s  brought  in,  to  ap- 
propriate the  remaining  four  millions  five  hundred 
thoufand  acres,  in  the  following  words:  Be  it 
enadted  by  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Houfe  of 

Re- 
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Reprefentatlves,  m  General  Court  aflembled,  thae 
the  monies  arifing  from  the  fale  of  the  territory  be- 
longing to  this  ftate,  lying  weft  of  Penfylvania,  be> 
and  the  fame  is  hereby  eflabliihed,  a  perpetual  fund, 
the  intereft  whereof  is  granted,  and  fliall  be  appro- 
priated to  the  ufe  and  beneiit  of  the  feveral  eccle- 
fiaftical  focieties,  churches,  or  congregations,  of  all 
denominations  in  this  ftate,  to  be  by  them  applied 
to  the  fupport  of  their  refpeclive  minifters,  or 
preachers  of  the  gofpel,  and  fchools  of  education* 
under  fuch  regulations  as  ^hall  be  adopted  by  this,  or 
fome  future  feiTion  of  the  General  Affembiy.'* 

Mr.  Stanley,  Member  for  Berlin,  delivered  an  ex* 
cellent  fpeech,  of  three  quarters  of  an  hour  long,  to 
urge  the  Houfe  to  refcind  the  vote  of  laft  Odober 
Seffion ;  alleging  that  the  refolution  made  by  the 
former  Houfe,  trenched  upon  the  rights  of  the  pre* 
fent  and  of  all  future  General  Aflemblies,  Inaf- 
much,  as  though  no  immediate  appropriation  of 
thofe  lands  was  at  all  neceffary,  or  could  poflibly 
take  place  at  prefent,  yet  that  Houfe  had  proceeded 
fofar,  as  to  diredl  all  future  legillators,  how  the  pro- 
duce of  the  faid  lands  fhould  be  appropriated  ;  a 
right,  he  afferted,  that  they  were  not  warranted  to 
exercife,  and  again  ft  which  he  fully  expelled  the 
prefent  Houfe  would  make  fome  decifive  refo- 
lution. 

Mr,  Grange,  the  Member  for  Suffield,  was  againft 

the 
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the  appropriation  of  the  money  to  the  objeds  men- 
tioned on  other  accounts.  He  faid,  it  was  well 
known,  that  in  no  part  of  the  United  States  whatever, 
was  public  education  at  this  time  better  attended  tOj> 
than  in  Connedicut.  Their  clergy,  of  every  de- 
nomination, were  well  provided  for,  their  fchools 
properly  fupported,  and  religion  and  morality  had 
their  due  weight  in  fociety.  Why  then  fell  our 
lands,  or  appropriate  them  to  purpofes  not  wanted  ? 
It  appears  from  our  public  accounts,  that  we  are  not 
in  want  of  money ;  if  we  look  at  the  ftate  of  our 
iinancesp  they  are  flourifhing.  The  llate  to  all  its 
creditors,  owes  but  three  hundred  and  thirty  thou- 
fand  dollars,  and  the  debt  due  to  us  from  Congrefs> 
amounts  to  fix  hundred  and  nineteen  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  twenty  one  dollars ;  fo  that  upon  the 
balance,  our  funds  can  at  any  time  pay,  at  the  leaft, 
five  and  twenty  Ihillings  in  the  pound.'* 

General  Hart  and  fome  others>  fpoke  in  favor  of 
the  fale  of  them,  Mr.  Phelps  remarked,  that  one  of 
the  great  errors  in  the  old  governments,  and  the 
caufe  of  the  decay  of  true  genuine  Chriflianity,  was 
the  making  their  clergy  independent  of  the  people, 
and  forming  eftablifhments  for  them.  We  fee  as 
as  early  as  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror,  in 
the  condudl  of  Lanfrac,  and  after  him,  Thomas  a 
Becket,  and  many  others ;  that  all  the  meeknefs  of 
of  the  Apoftle  was  foon  loft  in  the  love  of  domina- 
tion.   Religion  was  by  them,  under  thefe  circum- 
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ilances,  an  inllrument  to  attain  worldly  confequence, 
pomp,  and  authority.  And  this  had  continued  tq 
be  the  cafe  ever  fince,  notwithftanding  occafional 
reforms  had  taken  place,  for  they  had  contrived  to 
refume  their  power.  On  thefe  accounts,  he  was 
flrongly  again fi:  apportioning  any  part  of  the  public 
lands,  for  an  independent  fupport  of  the  clergy.'* 
The  queftion  was  put  by  Mr.  Dagget,  the  fpcaker, 
and  the  bill  was  loft — 1 14  againft  56, 

The  Government  of  this  ftate  connfts  of  a  Go^ 
vernor,  a  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  twelve  AlTift- 
ants,  who  form  the  Upper  Houfe  ;  and  one  hundred 
and  feventy-feven  Reprefentativcs  for  the  different 
towns,  who  conftitute  the  Lower  Houfe.  They  are 
re-eledled  every  year,  at  which  time  no  perfon  is 
fuffered  to  canvafs  for  votes,  as  they  carefully 
guard  againft  any  perfonal  influence  during  the 
eledion.  ^  . 


IL 

The  carding  and  fcribbiing  engines,  at  Hartford> 
were  of  the  oldeft  faihion.  Two  large  center  cylin- 
ders in  each,  with  two  dolFers,  and  only  two  working 
cylinders,  of  the  breadth  of  bare  fixteen  inches,  faid 
to  be  invented  by  feme  perfon  there.  They  had  no 
fpinning  jennies,  the  yarn  being  all  fpun  by  hand^ 
They  were  fcribbiing  deep  blue  wool,  of  the  quality 

of 


APPENDIX. 


oFWiItfliire  rnnniacr  iRne,  for  making  coarfe  broad 
cloth  ;  the  fpinning  was  very  bad,  ti^e  wool  not  being 
half  worked.  I  ikw  in  the  weaving  (hop,  five  looms, 
two  on  bioad  cloth,  two  on  coarfe  caflimeres,  with 
wonled  chains,  and  one  on  narrow  or  foreft  cloth. 
They  gave  the  weavers  nine -pence  per  yard  curren- 
cy, for  the  cafTimeres,  i.  e.  fixpence  three-farthings 
ilerling;  dear  enough,  confidering  the  largenefs  of 
the  fpinn'ng.  They  could  weave  fix  yards  of  broad 
cloth  in  a  day.  I  faw  there  fome  very  good  well- 
combed  woriled.  They  fort  a  fleece  into  feven 
forts.  I  obferved  fome  very  fine  wool  there,  which, 
they  told  me,  came  from  Georgia,  but  it  was  in  bad 
condition.  The  concern  is  carried  on  by  a  com-* 
pany  ;  nine  thoufand  three  hundred  dollars  have 
been  lent  towards  the  undertaking,  by  the  State, 
None  of  the  partners  underftand  any  thing  about  it, 
and  all  depends  on  an  Englifliman,  v/ho  is  the  forter 
of  the  wool.  Mr.  Elifha  Colt,  a  flore-keeper,  or 
woollen-draper,  has  the  prefent  diredion  of  it,  but 
he  is  going  to  fettle  in  another  place  very  (hortly. 
Ke  (hewed  me  every  part  of  the  manufactory,  and 
afterwards,  at  his  own  Itore,  twenty  or  thirty  pieces 
of  calfimere,  broad  cloth,  elailics,  and  narrow 
cloths,  of  the  Hartford  manufa6ture.  He  could  fell 
them  at  about  the  fame  price,  I  found,  as  our  En* 
glifti  goods  would  coft,  when  delivered  into  the 
ilores  there^  but  the  fabric  was  very  poor,  and  hard 
in  the  fpinning,  and  very  badly  drefled,  and  there- 
fore very  inferior  to,  and  dearer  than  the  Britilhj 
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loaded  with  all  the  expences  of  freight,  infurancc, 
merchant's  profit,  and  feven  and  a  half  per  cent.  duty. 

Morfe,  in  his  Geography,  fays,  This  town  en- 
ters largely  into  manufadure."  Here,  as  well  as  in 
many  other  places,  he  certainly  writes  under  a  flrong 
prejudice  in  favour  of  his  own  country. 


III. 

The  fugar  maple,  is  a  tree  that  I  fhould  fuppofe 
would  grow  in  this  country  as  well  as  in  many  parts 
of  Europe,  In  Connedicut,  it  is  expofed  to  as  fe- 
vere  winters  as  any  in  this  iHand.  I  have  a  tree  in 
my  garden,  feven  feet  high,  that  has  flood  the  fe- 
vere  winter  of  1794.  The  chief  thing  to  attend  to, 
is  to  fee  it  planted  in  good  rich  foil.  Thofe  fettlers 
in  America,  who  clear  the  lands,  always  begin  with 
cutting  down  the  fugar  maples,  becaufe  they  are 
generally  found  on  the  richefl  and  beft  land. — This 
is  one  reafon  why  America  will  not  be  fufScient  to 
fuppjy  its  own  fugar. 

I  was  given  the  following  as  the  method  in  which 
they  make  it:  Draw  off  the  fap  into  wooden  veffels, 
by  wooden  taps  fixed  in  the  bark,  feven  feet  from 
the  ground.  Boil  it  always  the  next  day ; — provide 
three  kettles  of  different  fizes — fay,  of  ^ixy^  fixty, 
land  feventy  gallons  \  boil  it  firft  in  the  largell  kettle, 
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adding  as  much  lime,  as  will  make  the  liquor  gra- 
nulate; as  it  boils,  take  off  the  fcum,  encrealing  the 
heat,  till  it  evaporates  to  fixty  gallons ;  then  ftrain 
it  through  a  woollen  <:loth  into  the  fixty  gallon  kettle. 
This  mufl  boil  and  be  fkimmed  in  the  fame  manner, 
till  it  is  reduced  to  fifty,  and  then  be  drained  into  the 
£fty  gallon  kettle.  And  each  kettle  muft  be  con- 
tinued in  fucceffion,  till,  you  have  boiled  your  whole 
quantity, — fay  two  hundred  gallons. 

When  it  is  boiled  enough,  which  is  known  by  its 
becoming  ropy  between  the  finger  and  thumb,  it  is 
turned  out  into  a  wooden  cooler,  and  flirred  with  a 
kind  of  wooden  paddle,  till  it  granulates ;  and  then 
it  is  put  into  earthen  moulds,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  Weft-India  planters  pra(9:ife. 
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As  many  perfons  have  wiflied  to  know  how  far  a 
tafte  for  Literature  prevails  in  the  States,  1  have  an- 
nexed a 

Lijl  of  fome  of  the  Books 

Which  han^e  anfwered  to  reprint  there,  <vjith  the  names 
of  the  Toixmsy  and  dates  n^hen  reprinted  together 
njjith  original  Publications  of  their  o^jun, 

Befides  wliich  it  is  to  be  underflood,  that  there  is 
annually  a  vafl:  importation  of  Books  from  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  that  it  would  not  be 
worth  while  to  re-print  there,  unlefs  the  demand 
was  greater  than  could  be  conveniently  fupplied  from 
Europe,  When  matters  of  fa^  are  fated,  e^ery  body 
may  judge  for  t he ?nf elves* 

Several  neat  editions  of  iht '^'i}o\e,2ii  Philadelphia^ 
Me^uj  York,  Bofion,  and  all  the  principal  towns. 

New 
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New  Teftament,  Trent  any  1788 

Robertfon's  Hiftory  of  India,  Philadelphia^  1792 

Price *s  Obfervations  on  Civil  Liberty,  Fhiladelphidf 

Paley's  Principles  of  Moral  and  Praftical  Philofo- 

phy,  Philadelphia y  1787 
Watts's  Pfalms,  4th  edition,  Ne^w  Tork,  1792  and 

J  793 

Doddridge's  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  Religion  in  the 

Soul,  Philadelphia,  1791  and  1794 
Encyclopedia,  Philadelphia^  1 794,  Doh/on,  <with  Ame^ 

rican  additions 
Guthrie's  Grammar,  with  maps,  Philadelphia,  1794 
Effay  on  the  Origin  of  Evil,  Worcejier  in  Conneiiicut$ 

1794 

Blair's  Sermons,  Baltimore  and  New  Tork,  1792 
Butler's  Analogy,  1793 
Newton's  (John)  Works,  6  vol.  Philadelphia,  1791 
Rowe's  Letters  from  the  Dead  to  the  Living,  Bofton^ 
1792 

Booth's  Apology  for  theBaptills,  Philadelphia,  1788^ 
Young's  Night  Thoughts,  Philadelphia,  1791 
Prieftley's  Chart  of  Univerfal  Hiftoiy,  Newhavens 

Brown's  Concordance,  Worcejier,  1794 

Blair's  Le<5lures  on  Rhetoric  and  the  Belles  Lettr^s; 

2  vol.  Philadelphia,  1793 
Blair's  Rhetoric  abridged,  Bnjion  and  Philadelphia^ 

1793  ^ 
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Erikine's  Speech  in  Support  of  theLiberty  of  the 

Prefs,  iVkav  Torky  1793 
Paine's  Writings  complete,  Altanyy  1791 
Reid'sEflayon  the  Intelledlual  and  Aftive  Powers  of 

Man,  2  vol.  Philadelphia^  1793 
Burke's  Reflexions  on  the  Revolution  in  France, 

Philadelphia^  1 792 
Woolftoncraft's  Rights  of  Woman,  Bojlon  znAPhila- 

ddphiuy  1792 
Burgh's  Art  of  Speaking,  Boftony  1793 
Baron  Trenck's  Life  of  Himfelf,  three  editions.  Phi* 

ladeljfhia,  1792  and  1793 
Muir's  Trial,  three  editions  in  Nenv  York  only,  and 

feveral  at  Philadelphia  and  other  towns 
Barclay's  Apology  for  the  People  called  Quakers, 

Philadelphia^  1789 
Smith's  Dialogues  between  the  Pulpit  and  Reading 

^t^y  Albany 

Fordyce's  Sermons  to  Young  Women,  Philadelphia f 
1777 

Bligh's  Narrative  on  board  the  Bounty,  Philadelphia, 
^793 

Chapone's  Letters,  'Ne^  York^  1 793 
Chefterfield's  Advice  to  his  Son,  Philadelphia,  1791 
Cook's  Voyages,  Philadelphia,  1793 
De  Lolme  on  the  Conftitution  of  England,  Ne^  York, 
1792  > 
Goldimith's  Effays  and  Poems,  Bofton,  1793 
Hutchcfon's  Moral  Philofophy,  1788 
E^QX'^  M^ys,  Philailelphia,  17^2 Ns^wYork,  1793 

Keate's  - 
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^  Keate's  Sketches  from  Nature,  Bofiony  1793 
RaynaPs  (Abbe)  Revolution  of  America,  Hud/on/^ 
1792 

Rochefaucault's  Maxims,  Bofiony  1793 

Smith  on  the  Wealth  of  Nations,  Philadelphia^  1 789 

Shakefpeare's  Works,  the  firft  American  edition,  at 

Philadelphia,  179; 
Dr.  Moore's  Journal  in  France,  from  Auguft  t<$ 

December,  1792,  Philadelphia  and  Ne^  Tork^ 

Wilfon's  Account  of  the  Pelew  Iflands,  Philadelphia^ 
1792 

Zimmerman  on  Solitude,  Philadelphia,  1 793 
Condorcet's  Life  of  Voltaire,  Philadelphia,  1790 
Buchan's  Domeftic  Medicine,  Bojlon  and  PhiladeU 
phia  1793 

Crawford  on  Animal  Heat,  Philadelphia,  1787 
Smellie's  Anatomical  Tables,  Bojlon,  1785 
Weftley's  Primitive  Phyfic,  Trenton,  1788 
Nicholfon's  Natural  Philofophy,  Philadelphia^  X^%% 
Smellie's  Philofophy  of  Natural  Hiftory,  PhiladeW 
phia,  1791 

Beccaria  on  Crimes  and  Putiifliments,  PhUadelphiai 
1793 

.Mitford's  Pleadings  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  Phi^^ 
ladelphia,  1789 

*  The  City  of  Hudfon  was  hegun  building  In  1782,  by 
S.  and  T.  Jenkins,  two  brothers  j  it  has  nt)W  a  Bank,  Corpo* 
ration,  &c. 

N  z  Langhorne*s 


Langliorne's  Fables  of  Flora,  PhilaMphiay  I7S4. 
OlTian's  Pojems,  Philadelphia^  1790 
Cowper'5  Tafk,  Boftouy  1791 
Cowper's  Poems,  Salem^  1792 
Peter  Pindar's  Works,  Philadelphia^  1792 
Thomfon's  Seafons,  Newbury  Port,  1793 
Gil  Bias,  Philadelphiu,  1790 
Cyrus's  Travels,  Burlingtvny  1793 
Johnfon'^  JRaffelas,  Prince  of  Abyffinia,  Philadelphia, 
1791 

Lowth's  Englilh  Grammar,  Ne^  Yorky  1780 
Watts's  Logic,  Philadelphia^  1789 
Bbffuet's  Univerfal  Hiftory,  Salem ^  178; 
Malbn  on  Self  Knowledge,  Bojiouy  1791 
P^ftervald's  Compendium  of  Chrillian  Theology, 

Hartford,  1788 
Soame  |enyns*  Internal  Evidence  of  the  Chriftian 

Religion,  Hartford,  1789 
Klopftock's  Meffiah,  Elizabeth  To^n,  1788 
I>€ath  of  Abel,  Philadelphia,  1791 
CiiUen's  Pradlice  of  Phyfic^  and  his  Materia  Medica, 
Tork,  i793 


Original  PuUications  of  their  own. 

(N,  B,  All puhl'tjhzd fmce  their  independena*) 

Smith's  Hiftory  of  New  York  and  New  Jerfey, 
fMladdphitti  1792 

Thoughts 
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T&oughts  on  Slavery,  Lexington^  Kentucky,  17 92 
American  Mufeum,  12  vol. — to  1793,  Philadelphm 
American  Magazine,  iV>au  York,  1788- 
MalTachufets  Magazine,  from  1789,  Bojion 
Columbian  Magazine,  or  Monthly  Mifcellany,  Fhi^ 

ladelphiay  1 793 
American  Oracle;  comprehending  an  Account  of 

recent  Difcoveries  in  the  Arts  and  Sciences,  by 

Dr.  Samuel  Stearns,  Ne^  Yorky  1791 
Rulh's  Medical  Enquiries,  Philadelphia,  1790  ta 

1794 

American  Philofophical  Tranfadlions,  2  vol.  Phila* 
delphia,  1793 

Carey's  Account  of  the  Yellow  Fever  in  Philadel- 
phia, 4th  edition,  1794 

Curry,  Helmuth,  Nafly,  Cathrall,  Rufh,  &c.  on  ditto 

American  Letter  Writer,  Philadelphia^  1 792 

Regifter  of  the  United  States,  Philadelphia,  1794 

Morfe's  Geography,  five  or  fix  editions 

JefFerfon's  Hiftory  of  Virginia 

Belknap's  Hiftory  of  New  Hampftiire,  Bofton,  1794 

Miller's  Defcription  of  the  Delaware  County 

Defcription  of  Cape  Cod^  by  Mr. 

Hiftory  of  the  County  of  EfiTex,  by  Mr.  T. 

Apthorpe's  Hiftory  of  Surinam 

Fleet's  Regifter  for  1793 

Hazard's  American  Hiftorical  Colledions 

Young  Ladies'  Parental  Monitor,  Hartford,  ijgz 

Young  Gentleman's  ditto^  ditto 
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Lovett's  Philofophical  Effays,  Worcejfery  1766 
Rural  CEconomy;  or  Effays  on  Hufbandry,  by 

Hedlor  St.  John,  Burlington,  1792 
Tucker's  Bermudian,  Williamjburghy  1774 
Rights  of  Affes,  Burlington^  1 793 
Index  to  the  Bible,  Salem,  1792 
Belknap^s  American  Biography,  BoJIon,  1794 
Examination  of  Sheffield's  Obfervations  on  the 

Commerce  of  the  United  States,  PhilaMphia^  ' 

1791 

Unlverfallft's  Catechifm,  Port/mouthy  N.  E.  1782 
Hiftory  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  by  Dr.  S.  Wil- 
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